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WHO WE ARE
The MPRB is  proud to provide volunteer
opportunit ies to indiv iduals and groups who
want to make a di f ference in their  community .
Our volunteers br ing invaluable ski l ls ,  knowledge,
and experience to help us achieve our mission.
Their  contr ibut ions enhance our abi l i ty  to offer
exceptional  programs and experiences for park
users.  We are grateful  for their  passion and
dedicat ion.

To our park volunteers:  thank you!  You bring
resi l ience,  imaginat ion and inspirat ion to our
city .  You help us maintain beauti ful  gardens and
parks.  You create a safe and welcoming
environment for our chi ldren and community .  As
we ref lect  on 2023,  we celebrate the wonderful
work that volunteers have accompl ished and the
connect ions they have bui l t  through their  shared
commitment to the Minneapol is  Parks.

-The MPRB Volunteer Team



12,091

2023 SNAPSHOT

Total Volunteers

81,490

Hours Served

$2,808,960

*Est.  volunteer
time

MN value:
$34.47/hr

independentsector.org/resource/value-of-volunteer-t ime/*

CLICK “newest value of  volunteer t ime report”

http://independentsector.org/resource/value-of-volunteer-time/


“Be yourself; everyone else is
already taken."

Oscar Wilde,  -Poet & Playwright



RECREATION
Coaches, Community Centers,  Neighborhood Parks



COMMUNITY
CENTERS AND
PARKS
Our recreat ion centers would be lost  without our
amazing volunteers!  From tackl ing mundane
administrat ive dut ies to lending a helping hand
for events and fest ivals ,  they are the glue that
holds our centers together.  Programs l ike Senior
Teas and Tiny Tot Preschools count on the
energy of  volunteers to run smoothly .  And we al l
know how rowdy seniors and tots can be!   

“Volunteer  enthusiasm and creat iv i ty  help make our
parks come al ive ! ”  -Rachel  Hoben,  Recreat ion  Center
Superv isor 



COACHES
Youth coaches are a crucial  part  of  athlet ic
leagues throughout the c i ty ,  offer ing year-round
mentorship and guidance to young athletes.
Fundamental  coaches typical ly  concentrate on
teaching chi ldren aged 4-9 basic ski l ls ,  whi le
youth coaches special ize in ages 9-18.  Working
with park directors,  volunteer coaches
coordinate pract ice and game t imes.

SPRING/SUMMER SPORTS

Soccer,  footbal l ,  vol leybal l ,  basketbal l ,  wrest l ing,
and hockey.

FALL/WINTER SPORTS

Gymnast ics ,  basebal l ,  softbal l ,  and track.

1474 coaches!  9069 youth part ic ipants !

Twice a year ,  we have excit ing opportunit ies
avai lable for volunteers who have a passion for
coaching a diverse range of  sports.



“GO TO CREWS”
“Go-To Crew” volunteers assist  at  Recreat ion Center Events across the c i ty .

“Crew” t ime tasks include running act iv i t ies ,  monitor ing bounce houses,  or sett ing up and
taking down event decorat ions.





"Volunteering is a form of
recreation - some people golf,
some play pickleball and some

like to dig in the dirt."
Mark Schmidt,  Cedar Lake Park Steward Lead



ENVIRONMENTAL
STEWARDSHIP

Environmental  volunteers join forces with other green thumbs to assist  with al l  aspects of
landscape management.  Whether they ’re a crew of  2 or 50,  volunteers support our parks by

removing invasive species,  picking trash,  weeding,  plant ing,  and pruning.



GARDEN

Under the direct ion of  MPRB’s hort iculture staff ,
volunteers assist  with al l  aspects of  garden care
spring through fal l .  Weekly ,  bi -monthly ,  and
monthly opportunit ies are avai lable at  s i tes
across the c i ty .

COMMUNITY GARDEN LEADS

Volunteers are the backbone of  MPRB’s
community garden program. Community Garden
leads serve as a point of  contact between staff
and plot  garden part ic ipants to ensure that
gardens are wel l  maintained,  equitable,  and
accessible.  

450 volunteers part ic ipated in staff  led garden
opportunit ies!   

 “A  garden is  not  a place.  I t ’ s  a journey. ”  -Monty Don

STAFF LED GARDENING SESSIONS



GROUP SERVICE
PROJECTS
CORPORATE AND COMMUNITY TEAMS

Volunteer groups assist  with the ongoing
maintenance of  gardens and natural  areas
throughout the park system. Group project
opportunit ies are offered during non-snow
months.  Tasks di f fer by season and include
plant ing,  weeding,  mulching trees and trai ls ,
invasive species removal ,  and picking trash.
Monday -  Fr iday opportunit ies are avai lable for
groups of  up to 50 volunteers.  

Each team is assigned a dedicated staff  lead to
ensure a smooth and successful  event.  

We went big in 2023 with 130 serv ice projects !





ARBOR DAY

Each year our arborists cal l  upon volunteers to
join them in plant ing trees at  the annual  Arbor
Day event.  This shindig is  open to anyone who
wants to get their  hands dirty .  The 2023 event
was held at  Windom Northeast Park,  but the
arborists put in loads of  prep work beforehand,
host ing 281 Pi l lsbury Elementary students and
staff  in a pre-plant ing party over two days.  187
new trees in the ground!  

TREE CARE

Mulching,  sucker pruning,  and bucket br igade
watering are common tasks.  

Picture this :  a massive pi le  of  mulch,  as colossal  as
a cement mixer  truck,  as much as 15 cubic  yards!
That 's  the amount of  mulch volunteers  spread
during a typical  tree-mulching event .  Br ing on the
wheelbarrows!

See you at  McRae Park on Apri l  26!

TREES!



PARK STEWARDSHIP
The Stewardship Program provides opportunit ies for groups and indiv iduals to care for

gardens and natural  areas in the park system. Volunteers maintain each s i te as needed within
the framework of  a Stewardship Agreement tai lored to the s i te.  Through our stewards

program, volunteers have the opportunity to bui ld deep,  long- last ing connect ions with our
parks and the land.

95 stewardship teams!



NATURAL AREAS
INVASIVE SPECIES CONTROL

Volunteers perform a var iety of  tasks with in the
park system, including -

Monitor ing and report ing of  invasive species.  
Cutt ing,  pul l ing,  pi l ing and haul ing invasive
woody species such as buckthorn.
Pul l ing,  deadheading,  and bagging invasive
herbaceous species.

NATIVE PLANT SEEDING/PLANTING

Efforts to restore natural  habitats in 2023
included not only control l ing invasives but a lso
plant ing and seeding nat ive species in the late
autumn and winter seasons

Get this :  volunteers  sowed a whopping 11 acres of
nat ive prair ie  and woodland seed!

300 nat ive shrub species planted!



SPECIAL
EVENTS
EARTH DAY

The Earth Day Event in Minneapol is  is  the c i ty 's
largest community service project ,  with c leanup
sites throughout the park system. This event is  a
col laborat ion between the City  of  Minneapol is
and the MPRB. 

LARGE EVENT ASSISTANCE

When it  comes to special  events in our parks,  our
heroic volunteers go above and beyond! Whether
it 's  sett ing up,  tear ing down, or even direct ing
traff ic ,  they're always there to lend a hand.

Volunteers  picked up a whopping 8620 pounds of
trash -  that 's  the weight  of  2155 chihuahuas!
Imagine that !



MENTORS
Our mentor program empowers youth aged 10-
14 by providing them with adult  role models who
support and encourage learning and growth
opportunit ies.  We provide training to ensure
mentors are wel l  equipped to undertake this
important role.  

Mentors engage in a var iety of  act iv i t ies ,
including planned events held in parks or within
the community .  Addit ional ly ,  they are avai lable to
offer support whenever their  mentee needs i t .  

Mentors help shape the future community
leaders of  tomorrow. 

“ I ’ ve  learned that  people wi l l  forget  what you said,
people wi l l  forget  what you did,  but  people wi l l
never  forget  how you made them fee l . ”  -Maya
Angelou



COMMUNITY ADVISORY
Community members serve on two types of  formal committees at  MPRB. Project-based Community

Advisory Committees (CACs)  advise planners on speci f ic  park areas when long-range plans are
being created.  Standing committees work on topic areas of  interest  to MPRB, such as the urban

forest ,  bicycl ing,  and transit  projects.  Current ly ,  MPRB appoints to f ive standing committees.

Pictured above:  The 2023 Minneapol is  Tree Advisory Commiss ion.



"We are each other's harvest;
we are each other's business;

we are each other's magnitude
and bond."

Gwendolyn Brooks -  Author,  Poet,  Teacher



SOCIAL MEDIA

WE APPRECIATE YOU!

Highl ights and shout-outs on
our Facebook and Instagram
pages because we appreciate

YOU!

SWAG & PRIZES

T-shirts ,  totes,  st ickers,
patches,  plants ,  tools ,  work
gloves. . . just  a sampl ing of

our appreciat ion booty.

FOOD, FUN & FRIENDS!

Attend our annual  spring
open house.  Meet co-

conspirators for good and
enjoy a nosh or two on us!

@mprbvolunteers You're worth i t ! Save the Date!  5/15/24!



FOLLOW US!
FACEBOOK: @mprbvolunteers

INSTAGRAM: @mprbvolunteers

https://www.facebook.com/mprbvolunteers
https://www.instagram.com/mprbvolunteers/


CONTACT
Website

Environmental Volunteers

Youth Mentors

Recreation Volunteers

Special Events/Earth Day

Advisory Committee 

https://www.minneapolisparks.org/volunteer-and-give/
mailto:%20volunteers@minneapolisparks.org
mailto:%20awaters@minneapolisparks.org
mailto:%20recvolunteers@minneapolisparks.org
mailto:%20kanderson@minneapolisparks.org
https://www.minneapolisparks.org/volunteer-and-give/advisory_board_commission_appointments/
https://www.minneapolisparks.org/volunteer-and-give/advisory_board_commission_appointments/

