
NORTH COMMONS PARK - PHASE 1 IMPROVEMENTS 
ENGAGEMENT SUMMARY  (AS OF Oct 2022)

This document comprises all the data that was collected over the course of several engagement events and survey listed 
below.

These activities and events add up to 8182 responses (data points)  - in many instances, there are multiple responses per 
individual.

-  Festival Of Fathers (Summer 2021)
-  Summer Olympics (Summer 2021)
-  Broadway Open Streets (Summer 2021)
-  Online Survey 1 (2021)
-  Online Survey 2 (2022)
-  Community Collaborators Program (Ongoing)
-  Design week (2022)
-  Open Streets (2022)
-  Community Collaborators specific events(2022)
-  Roller Skating Event (Summer 2022)
-  Ymca Youth Engagement (Summer 2022)
-  Juneteenth Engagement (2022)
-  Festival Of Fathers (Summer 2022)
-  Flow Engagement (Summer 2022)
-  Urban League Family Day (2022)
-  Community Open House (Spring 2022)
-  Minneapolis Connectors Conference (Spring 2022)

Prepared for Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) by FIHÀN 
Design+Architecture, Locus Architecture and NEOO PARTNERS INC.



PG 2

COMMUNITY CENTER ACTIVITIES

COMMUNITY CENTER BUILDING 

RESPONDENTS WERE ASKED WHAT KIND OF ACTIVITIES THEY WOULD LIKE TO ENGAGE WITH THE MOST AT THE FUTURE NORTH 
COMMONS COMMUNITY CENTER

RESPONDENTS WERE ASKED WHAT KIND OF SPACES THEY WOULD LIKE TO SEE AT THE FUTURE NORTH COMMONS COMMUNITY 
CENTER

PLAYING OR WATCHING SPORTS 12.9%
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13.9%

FITNESS AREA

INDOOR FITNESS

LARGE MEETING ROOMS

ATTENDING COMMUNITY EVENTS

WALKING TRACK

WORKING ON SCHOOL WORK

MULTI-SPORT GYM

LEARNING NEW SKILLS-ARTS/CRAFT/
FABRICATION

PLACES TO BE A SPECTATOR

COOKING/TAKING COOKING CLASSES

COMMUNITY INCUBATOR

MEETING NEW PEOPLE/HANGOUT

HAVING A PAYING JOB IN THE PARK

COMPUTER LAB

WELLNESS

ART STUDIOS

ARTS AND PERFORMANCE

MAKER SPACE

CLIMBING WALL

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT- OFFICE 
COWORKING

SMALL GAME ROOM

CONCESSIONS

SMALL COMMUNITY HANGOUT/
GATHERING SPACES

QUIET STUDY RM

SOUND AND RECORDING PRACTICE

COMPUTER LAB

COMMUNITY KITCHEN

SENIORS-ONLY ROOM
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PG 3

WATERPARK ACTIVITIES

WATERPARK FEATURES

RESPONDENTS WERE ASKED WHAT KIND OF ACTIVITIES ARE MOST IMPORTANT AT THE FUTURE NORTH COMMONS WATERPARK

RESPONDENTS WERE ASKED WHAT KIND OF WATER FEATURES THEY WOULD LIKE TO SEE AT THE FUTURE NORTH COMMONS 
WATERPARK

16.7%

30%

30%
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13.3%

13.1%
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11.5%
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15.1%
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3.1%

22.5%

EXERCISE/TRAINING/THERAPY

LEARN TO SWIM

SMALL CHILD RECREATION 
(SHALLOW WATER AND SPLASH 

OLDER CHILD AND ADOLESCENT 
RECREATION (DEEPER WATER/

SLIDES/DIVING)

WATERSLIDES

OBSTACLE COURSE

AN AREA WITH SHALLOW WATER & SMALL 
SPRAY FEATURES, WATERFALLS + FOR 

SMALL CHILDREN

SHADED DECK AREA

CLIMBING WALL

LAZY RIVER

CURRENT CHANNEL

LAP SWIMMING/SWIM LESSONS

DEEP DIVING AREA

GRADUAL DEPTH ENTRY
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PG 4

PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT

PLAYGROUND FEATURES

RESPONDENTS WERE ASKED WHAT KIND OF PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT THEY WOULD LIKE TO SEE AT THE FUTURE NORTH 
COMMONS PLAYGROUND AREA

RESPONDENTS WERE ASKED WHAT KIND OF PLAYGROUND FEATURES THEY WOULD LIKE TO SEE AT THE FUTURE NORTH COMMONS 
PLAYGROUND AREA
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SOUND AND MUSIC

NETS/ ROPE

SAND PLAY

SPINNERS

LEARNING WALLS

MONKEY BARS

SCULPTURE AND ART

ZIP LINE

HILL AND MOUND

CLIMBERS

COZY SPACES

SPRING RIDERS
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BALANCE EQUIPMENT

ROLLER AND BUMPY SLIDES

SWINGS

WHIMSICAL
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PG 5

13,630 SQFT

20,370 SQFT

SUPPORT 
SPACES

(LOCKER AND CHANGING ROOMS, OFFICES, 
BATHROOMS, BREAK ROOMS, STORAGE, 
GARAGE, CIRCULATION, & MECHANICAL) Place as many spaces as you would like to see 

anywhere in the white area of this box
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CHECK-IN 1200 SF

Community Spaces

Place these blocks on the Community Center Area

31,866 SQFT
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WITH WALKING TRACK

(4 COURTS AND SEATING)
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MULTI-SPORT GYM 
WITH WALKING TRACK

Place these blocks on the Community Center Area

Sports and Fitness Spaces

Indicate spaces that are most important to you 
by prioritizing them within a given building 
footprint.
Place any combination of space blocks in the 
white space in the building area.
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GARAGE, CIRCULATION, & MECHANICAL) Place as many spaces as you would like to see 
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EVENT SPACE / 
M-PURPOSE 
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(SMALL)

Do not place blocks 
in the grey area

White border on some 
spaces may overlap

Spaces not placed
in the box are
not considered

NORTH COMMONS PARK PROGRAMMING EXERCISE
INSTRUCTIONS

Perform the exercise for all sizes of the community center, small, medium, and large.
Also, place the water park features in both water park area sheets.
Hand the completed exercise to your design guide or email photos of each sheet to  DElias@minneapolisparks.org

Your design envelope contains 15 sheets of paper, 11 for the programming exercise, 1 sheet of instructions, and 3 sheets of 
community engagement summary

The sheets with the color blocks are stickers that represent scaled area blocks of various building programs (spaces) or water 
features that may be included in the North Commons Park Phase 1 Improvements.
The white rectangle with grey boxes represent various building or water park sizes. This is a representation of total building 
area and not a multilevel building.

Indicate spaces that are most important to you by prioritizing them within a given building area.
Place any combination of space blocks stickers in the white space in the building area sheets. Start with the largest size and 
before moving to the smaller sizes

Where a space you would like to see does not exist, write it in one of the blank space rectangles and place in the building 
area.
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Place customized spaces
as necessary

*For reference, the existing North 
Commons gym is 4500sf. The 
existing multi-purpose room is 
2500sf

NORTH COMMONS PARK - PHASE 1 IMPROVEMENTS 
ENGAGEMENT SUMMARY  (AS OF Oct 2022)

PROGRAMMING EXERCISE
DURING DESIGN WEEK, PARTICIPANTS WERE ENGAGED IN A SPACE DESIGN AND PRIORITIZATION EXERCISE. THEY WERE GIVEN 
VARIOUS SPACE TYPES AND SIZES AND ASKED TO FIT THEM INTO A DEFINED BUILDING SIZE AREA - SMALL, MEDIUM, AND LARGE. 
THE SAME EXERCISE WAS REPEATED FOR THE WATER PARK.

BELOW IS THE INSTRUCTION GIVEN TO ATTENDEES. SUMMARY OF RECORDED RESULTS IS SHOWN IN THE NEXT FEW SHEETS.
PERCENTAGE SHOWN ON EACH SPACE IS ASSIGNED RELATIVE TO THE NUMBER OF SUBMITTALS. FOR EXAMPLE, IF “THE EVENT 
SPACE” IS PLACED IN THE ASSIGNED RECTANGLE IN ALL SUBMITTALS, IT IS ASSIGNED 100% - AS A HIGH PRIORITY SPACE 
PARTICPANTS WISH TO SEE IN THE FUTURE BUILDING.

COMMUNITY CENTER ATHLETICS WATERPARK



PG 6
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MEETING ROOMS

CLIMBING WALL

ART STUDIOS

MAKER SPACE

WELLNESS RM

GAME ROOM

INCUBATOR KITCHEN

LARGE EVENT SPACE

COMMUNITY KITCHEN

SMALL EVENT SPACE

FITNESS CENTER

WARMING ROOM

TECH ROOM

CONCESSIONS
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SPACE PRIORITIZATION EXERCISE- COMMUNITY SPACES AND ATHLETICS



PG 7

23%

39%

54%

46%

100%

69%

15%

100%

54%

WATER SLIDE WITH RUNOUTS

WATER SLIDE WITH PLUNGE P OOL

LARGE WATER SLIDE WITH PLUNGE POOL

WADING POOL

LEISURE POOL

6-LANE LAP POOL

8-LANE POOL

LAZY RIVER

SPLASH PAD
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SPACE PRIORITIZATION EXERCISE- WATERPARK
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