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Parkway Vendor Selection and Duration of Closures to Vehicles 

• Sections of eight parkways remain closed to provide pedestrians with additional space for 
social distancing

• Bde Maka Ska Parkway

• Cedar Lake Parkway

• East River Parkway

• Lake of the Isles Parkway

• Funding limit of $250,000 established by Board of Commissioners on Wednesday, May 6 

• Vendor bids for a continuation of closures were due June 3. 

• Closures to remain in place through Sunday, July 19, with removal of barricades on 
Monday July 20.

• Lake Harriet Parkway

• Lake Nokomis Parkway

• Main Street SE

• West River Parkway



Governor Walz’s Executive Orders

Executive Order 20-74 – Phase III of the Stay Safe MN Plan 
• Starting June 10, a gradual turning of the dial to safely reopen society while remaining 

prepared to dial back at the advice of public health experts
• Earlier than expected based on spring forecast of peak in early July; need for social 

distancing remains 
• Allows MPRB to slowly turn dial too, as resources allow
• Assistant Superintendent of Recreation Tyrize Cox will present recreation facility and 

services update and Assistant Superintendent of Environmental Services Jeremy Barrick 
will present updates on program and facility services, including hygiene stations.

Executive Order 20-75 – Extends Peacetime Emergency
• Allows Minnesota to re-open society strategically, while following the advice of public 

health experts

• Every other state in U.S. has declared a state of emergency allowing governors and other 
officials to quickly respond to rapidly-evolving threats stemming from COVID-19
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MPRB COVID-19 Recreation Update

Programmatic Updates

• New Executive Orders makes several recreation 
opportunities available

• Many of them came with restrictions and/or 
requirements that are outside of our standard ways of 
operating

• Balancing the new possibilities with available 
organizational staffing and financial resources has 
presented a variety of challenges
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Kick off to Summer

4th of July 



MPRB COVID-19 Recreation Update

Aquatics

25% of wading pools/splash pads 
Bethune
Harrison*
Farview
Folwell
North Commons
Bohannon
Luxton
Audubon*
Logan
Waite*

Peavey
East Phillips
Franklin Steele
McRae*
Keewaydin*
Hiawatha SP*
Bryant Square
Whittier
King
Bossen



MPRB COVID-19 Recreation Update

Aquatics

• Lifeguarded Beaches 
• Wirth
• Nokomis - Main
• Bde Maka Ska - Thomas
• Harriet- Main
• Cedar - East

• Water orientation at Wirth Beach -$28.00
• Fundamental swimming drills and safe water practices 
• Monday –Thursday
• 40 minute lessons 
• 6-14 years old



MPRB COVID-19 Recreation Update

Youth Programs

NiteOwlz
• Fridays and Saturday
• 8:00pm – 11:00pm
• Locations

• Farview Park
• Bottineau Park
• East Phillips Park
• Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Park
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Programming Partnerships

• African American Community Response Team
• Get On The Bus (GOBT)
• Mobile learning labs

• STEM
• Academic Enrichment 
• Recreation Activities

• Locations
• Bethune Park
• North Commons Park
• Farview Park



MPRB COVID-19 Recreation Update

Events in Development

• Staff continue to explore ways to make 
music  and movies in the parks available

• Goal is to identify opportunities for August
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MPRB COVID-19 Response & Planning 

Asset Management - Hygiene Stations

• Locations with standalone bathroom buildings

o Marshall Terrace, Willard, Bryn Mawr Meadow, Mueller, & Whittier

o Powderhorn to open tomorrow

o Open 8am-8 pm; cleaned 2-3 times per day (7 days per week)

• Portable restrooms with handwashing sinks

o Logan, The Mall & Peavey

• Portable restrooms (with no sinks)

• Franklin Steele

• Powderhorn Park
o East – 8 Biffs currently – 3 additional Biffs expected tomorrow

o West – 5 Biffs and 1 Mobile Shower Trailer hooked up currently – 3 additional Biffs expected tomorrow  
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Asset Management – Wading Pool Support
• Staff goal is to begin filling 20 designated wading pools on June 24. 

• When pools are being filled, assessments will be conducted on pool conditions, 
and required repairs will be completed. If repairs cannot be completed in a timely 
manner new sites will be proposed as replacements.

• Pools will not be filled until June 24 in order to mitigate risk, to build up staffing, as 
we currently do not have staffing levels to support pool maintenance.

• Staff anticipate all 20 designated pools will be filled and balanced by July 1 for an 
anticipated opening date of July 4.

Asset Management - RecPlus Support
• In adherence of sanitation guidelines, and based on the size of the facility, crews 

will be divided into morning and afternoon shifts and focus on cleaning, sanitizing,  
trash removal, multiple times a day of servicing restroom facilities and general  
maintenance.

• Team supporting 13 rec sites that cover North, Northeast, South and Southwest 
service areas.
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Asset Management - Additional Programming

• Shelter and adult athletics permits are being requested at a tremendous pace and 
staff are working to remove trash, sanitize and prepare fields for athletics.

• Picnic shelters are at full rental. Maintenance staff are working hard to keep trash 
removed and shelters cleaned.

• Staff have been working to maintain beaches by picking up litter (which has greatly 
increased due heavier usage), vegetation removal and fish kill and carp cleanup.

• In addition to maintenance activities on the beaches, staff will be posting social 
distancing guideline signs.



Environmental Management 
Modified Programs

• AIS – record breaking May for boat 
inspections

• Community Gardens – 4 locations, 
more than 70 plots assigned

• Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden –
weekly Facebook Live storybook time, 
and weekly Facebook Live garden tour

• JD Rivers’ Children’s Garden – growing 
produce for nearby communities

• Neighborhood Naturalists – 30 parks 
served weekly with in-park prompts 
(yoga, story strolls, imagination 
stations) #NearbyNatureMpls

• Volunteers – 68 stewardship 
agreements 
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General Fund Budget Status 5/31/2020
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Enterprise Fund Budget Status 5/31/2020
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Questions?

Juli Wiseman, Finance Director


