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Community Advisory Committee (PAC) Meeting Fifteen 

Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board 
Pesticide Advisory Committee Meeting 
 
October 21, 2019 5:00 – 7:00pm 
Minnehaha Conference Room 

PAC members present Alex Roth, Russ Henry, Mike Lynch, Simba Blood, Christy Dolph, Luna Zeidner, 

Vera Krischik, Jim Calkins 

4 members of the public attended the meeting.

Staff, commissioners, and speakers present: 
Jeremy Barrick, (MPRB), Kait Ryan and Roberta Groening (MPRB) 

1. Welcome  
- Previous meeting notes were reviewed, and one edit made 

 
2. Updates/Check-in 

- Committee co-chair reviewed and discussed concerns that he had based on 
information provided by a former staff member of the MRPB who is 
concerned about perceived pesticide misuse in the park system and concerns 
by the same former employee regarding mis-treatment during their 
employment at MPRB.  

- The same complainant has shared pictures of mutant frogs found in the park 
system that were shared with the committee co-chair, who brought them to 
them to the group as possible evidence of misuse of herbicides and pesticides 
that resulted in the mutations. 

- A committee member asked if the MPRB had a response to the complainant 
concerns? 

- The Assistant superintendent of Environmental stewardship indicated that the 
MPRB takes these allegations very seriously and are awaiting supporting 
documentation from the complainant in order to move forward with an 
investigation.  

- The Assistant superintendent also indicated that the Human resources portion 
of the complaint could not be responded to in this forum due to ongoing 
litigation. 

- The committee co-chair discussed with the group about the possibility of re-
examining their goals and look toward an accelerated schedule for pesticide-
free parks. 

- Other committee members asked clarifying questions to better understand 
the complaint put before the MPRB. 

Public Comment   
- A member of the public expressed their concerns about mis-applications of 

pesticides and herbicides 
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- This same individual wanted to see changes in the park system that can 
promote a bee friendly environment, they were also concerned about gardens 
that had prematurely been cut down. Their wish would to have gardens left 
through the winter months to encourage their usage as habit for a variety of 
species. 

 
3. Pilot Samples 

Committee co-chair collected samples at Neiman Sports Complex (Field #1) and at Hole #9 at 
Fort Snelling Golf course. 
 
The committee co-chair informed the group of an upcoming symposium that will be held in the 
Spring of 2020 

- A member of the committee asked about the focus of the symposium and the 
committee co-chair indicated it would be focused on natural lawns  

The EIQ pilot would be getting a PSA hopefully in the Spring 2020 
- A member of the committee expressed concern that this was not a pesticide 

free approach 
 

4. Review of Planned Treatments 
-Staff reviewed the available list of planned treatments.  
 

5. Review of IPM Policy  
- Staff and committee members reviewed and discussed an example from the 

city of Dubuque, discussions will continue at next meeting. 
- Committee members were interested in a revised MPRB IPM policy that 

included values, community engagement and a pesticide free plan. 
- Committee indicated that they would like the IPM to also include specific 

instructions for end users.  
 

6. Open comment time:  

a. A member of the public expressed her interest in opening up MPRB parks to foraging under 
direction and supervision. This individual indicated she would be interested in a plan that 
included an education component that would be engaging for all.  

b. Another member of the public indicated the MPRB should work towards adopting zero 
tolerance and eliminate pesticide use in the parks. 

 
7. Thank you and adjourn 

Meeting was adjourned at 7:10pm 

 


