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Community Advisory Committee (CAC) Meeting # 14 
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board 
Southwest Service Area Master Plan (SW Parks Plan) 
 
August 19th, 2019, 6:00 – 8:00pm 
Kenwood Recreation Center  
 
CAC MEMBERS PRESENT:  
Brian Nalezny, Chris Des Roches, Jenel Farrell, Craig Wilson, Tony Sterle, Katie Jones, Patrick Smith, Aria 
Campbell 

CAC MEMBERS ABSENT:  
Larry Moran, Shaelyn Crutchley, Cha’foxey Mitchner, Jarret Folley, Mayumi Park, Aron Lipkin, Anj Petsch, 
Jane Schommer, Jana Griffin, Paul Ragozzino 

PUBLIC PRESENT:   Approximately 85 members of the public attended the meeting.    

STAFF, CONSULTANTS, AND SPEAKERS PRESENT:  
MPRB Staff Included: Colleen O’Dell, Adam Arvidson, Madeline Hudek, Alyssa Gilmore  
SRF Consultant Staff Included: Joni Giese, Alexandra Olson 

INTRODUCTIONS 
Meeting called to start at 6:07pm. CAC members, MPRB Staff and SRF Staff introduce themselves to the 
members of the public attending. Ground rules for the CAC were read.  

GROUNDING, WELCOME, AND REVIEW 
(Staff) Welcome and thanks for your time and energy coming out. Where we are currently in the process 
and what information has been collected to date. Who is on the committee. How many meetings and 
work groups to date. What subcommittees are going on currently.  Working on the parks that need 
more discussion now. Where you can find the online survey and leave feedback.  

DISCUSSION OF PARKS 
(Staff) We will start the discussion with Kenwood and then Kenwood Parkway. 

(Public) Would like to talk about Kenwood, Kenwood Parkway, and The Mall 
 
(Staff) With so many people coming to speak about The Mall, we will take comments on it, but we need 
to talk about the parks that have had less discussion time first.  
 
Kenwood 
Public Comments:  

(Public) What is the timeline on these projects?  
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(Staff) This is a 20-30-year master plan. As money becomes available projects will be 
implemented, rather than all at once. At implementation time there would be detailed design 
done by project managers.  

(Public) Pickleball would be a hope for this park.  

(Public) Basketball in Kenwood. There is no basketball in the north parks and it would be nice to have it 
in Kenwood. It is a small footprint and there would be space here for it.  

(Public) There didn’t seem to be support for volleyball in our neighborhood survey. There is flooding and 
there would need to be more information about what is going on with that.  

(Public) Basketball was invented in USA and is played here and internationally. We have basketball at 
Kenwood school, so we shouldn’t need to add it to the park. Partner with the school to fix their courts.  

(Public) Open space in the city is a treasure and we should keep open space. 

(Public) Would like to see basketball.  

(Public) This is a different park then other parks in the city. It should be a natural 19th century park. 
There are compromises with the fields and the neighborhood association never looked at new 
amenities.  

(Public) Walking paths in the park should be just open space. The kids don’t want to run on paved paths. 
The stairway is needed and would be a good investment. Don’t need the multi-use trail on Logan.  

(Public) Could we see a show of hands on support of open space in the parks in general?  
(Staff) Need to point out that those not able to make it to these meetings do not have the ability 
to raise their hands and be heard in this space. We want the CAC to remember to be aware of all 
the public comments that have been submitted up to this point. 

(Public) Open space is good, but we need to be concerned with wetlands and storm water.  

(Public) Do the school and park share property? If they are different why are we talking about the 
school? This is a planning project for the parks.  

(Staff) There are shared use agreements between the two for usable space.  

(Public) We have trees, we need to keep them. 

CAC Discussion:  

(CAC) What are the accessible aspects in this park? 
 (Staff) sidewalk around the park and some of the playground equipment. 

(CAC) Survey from the neighborhood association. 90 out of 350 people responded. Strong approval of 
the improved crossing. Basketball and pickleball are not in the design currently and I believe this is a 
heavily programmed park and it is not flat. The neighborhood would like to keep the top of the hill as is. 
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Kenwood school will be getting a nature classroom from the DNR at E Cedar Beach. They don’t need 
more in the neighborhood. Disk golf shouldn’t be here. Where would basketball and pickleball go? There 
is no space for it in the park. These are some comments from people in the neighborhood.  

(CAC) Lowry Hill shares the park and the high point is a sacred space for the neighbors and disk golf 
takes away from that. The lower area would be a wetland if nature takes over. The neighborhood has 
done a lot to help create the current condition of the park like the tennis courts. This neighborhood is 
lucky to have so much green space. It is fair that we need to share some amenities for others to also be 
able to keep some green space in their parks. Wetland area would be a good place for noisy activities, 
sand volleyball, and other sports. I wanted to get rid of all the things here originally. 

(CAC) Where is the top of the hill?  
(Staff) On the west side of the park  

(CAC) There are a lot of environmental strategies happening in the park. The naturalization seems like it 
will help reduce the use of fossil fuels here.  

(CAC) I’m in agreement with having basketball and maybe volleyball court on the southeast portion. 
Sand volleyball may be good for the water drainage. What were the demographics of the neighborhood 
survey?  

(CAC) It went to the people signed up to received emails from the neighborhood association.  

(CAC) Thank you for acknowledging support for compromises. Assume that the trail up the hill would be 
accessible. 

(CAC) The hill is special without paving. Would there be a way to do an observation area instead of a 
loop so people can still get to the top of the hill?  

(CAC) If we are talking about wheelchair accessibility, it is hard for people to get up the hill anyway, so I 
would oppose making another hard surface. Maybe there could be a different option than observation. 

(CAC) Would a hard surface path get in the way of the sledding?   
(Staff) It would depend on snow cover, plowing, and path location.  

(CAC) I think not providing accessibility is doing a disservice to the population. Would it be possible to 
have an underground water mitigation here?  

(Staff) We can look at the topography again and work with the space to fit a reduced accessible 
trail to the top.  

(CAC) Could the tennis courts be adapted to pickleball?  
(Staff) The stripping and net size are different. There are also issues with funding restrictions 
here.  

(CAC) Were new courts being talked about for pickleball?  
(Staff) Yes. 
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(CAC) Did we talk about pickleball at Armatage?  
(Staff) Not yet. Armatage is part of the Fields/Diamonds discussion group. 

(CAC) Isn’t Kenwood the recreation center for Bryn Mawr?  
(Staff) It isn’t the neighborhood park, but it is the nearest rec center.  

(CAC) All the sand volleyball I have seen is near water. 
(Staff) There is an opportunity to look at sand volleyball at other regional areas in our system 
instead of here.  Perhaps it is better suited to Cedar/Isles which has a CAC process coming up 
soon  

(CAC) I think that pickleball is a good amenity to add next to the tennis courts. It would be a good 
amenity for this neighborhood. The hill should be accessible, but is there another options for that. 

(CAC) As a disc golf player with a husband who plays volleyball, I would like to make sure we are not 
exaggerating the fears of certain sports. We only have a say in these particular parks now and are not 
able to know if the another project’s CAC will hold the same values. Would like to keep the hill as 
passive as we can with some new amenities added.  

(CAC) Would like to add basketball.  

(CAC) Would like to add that CAC members are all volunteers and would like to ask that the community 
members in the audience be respectful and not yell out, boo, or laugh at the CAC members who are 
volunteering their time to try to make these parks better for everyone.  

(CAC) Disc golf needs trees and if it were moved off the hill and closer to Oliver it would be a good area.  

(CAC) Trying not to ruin the aesthetics of the park as it is a unique park.  

*Decision – consider sand volleyball in SE corner of park or move to Isles/Cedar regional parks. look for a 
possible place in the SE corner for pickleball near tennis and full court basketball. Redesign the 
accessible path to the top of the hill trying to keep it as minimal and natural as possible.  Move disc golf 
off hilltop and closer to Oliver. 

No opposed.  

Kenwood Parkway 

Public Comments and Note Summary:  

(Public) Money and enhancements would be better spent on maintenance, climate change is a concern. 

(Public) I left a comment about a splash pad and I didn’t hear it talked about.  
(Staff) The comments are brought to the CAC and they chose what to talk about.  

(Public) There is no safe way to get across the street. There is a concern about having the triangle 
extension make it even harder for pedestrians to walk.  
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(Public) There should be better connections for pedestrians. There could be a path for people to walk 
across the triangle. Could reconfigure the intersection at 22nd and Kenwood. Permeable pavements 
should be used whenever possible.  

(Public) From the top of the parkway what is the surface of the 500 ft of new trail going to look like?  
(Staff) It would likely be an asphalt trail.  

(Public) There is concern about tree removal. Why pave the park if we could utilize the street? 
(Staff) protected, off-street bikeways are safer and more desired by recreational park trail users 
of all ages and abilities. 

(Public) Speeding on Kenwood parkway. Are there ever going to be markings on the parkway? 

CAC Discussion:  

(CAC) Is this a two way bike trail as well as pedestrian trail? Yes, but it may need to split to go around 
some trees. 

(CAC) Would a triangle make it harder to plow the parkway? 
 (Staff) Staff looked at this and don’t believe it would be an issue. The existing parkway is 
extremely wide at this point.  

(CAC) Is the bike trail being talked about now or was it talked about during Kenwood park?  
(Staff) both. 

(Public) How many trees would be lost?  
(Staff) We don’t think we would have to lose trees – the boulevard and ROW is quite wide for 
these 500 ft. 

(CAC) Would there be long term damage by building trails?  
(Staff) There are different ways we could implement trails. We can move around trees and we 
could raise the trails to minimize any potential damage to tree roots underneath if we pass close 
to trees.  

(CAC) disappointed that the trail was taken out of the road. A bike trail keeps traffic speeds down.  

(CAC) People use this hill for biking now and having a trail would help.  
(Staff) An off-street trail would help the casual recreational biker feel safer.  

(CAC) Do you need to narrow the parkway to do this?  
(Staff) You could narrow it and help calm down traffic, but we don’t believe it would need to be 
narrowed for this to work. 

(CAC) Spring lake addition would be a good addition to the trail. There were some good ideas of having a 
safer crossing at Peavey fountain. There is a good point regarding narrowing and bringing in some traffic 
calming. This is a good compromise to let the Park Board work at refining.  
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(CAC) There do need to be different styles of biking represented and it would be good if we could get 
this on the road. We can’t control getting it in the city streets, but we can control trying to get it in here.  

(CAC) We should try to put safe cycling throughout the city.  

(CAC) Could we take a CAC vote to get a feel on how the CAC is feeling on this?  

(CAC) There was a meeting with neighbors where we said we would not want to have a bike trail. 
(Staff) That was a statement by a CAC member at the meeting, not staff. The staff feels strongly 
that there is a trail connection that needs to happen through this area somehow.  

(CAC) Both the other initial concepts before were brought up with the parkway as the trail plan. We 
haven’t discussed this off-road plan against the other plans.  

(Staff) The initial concepts are no longer specifically under consideration, they contributed to 
the development of this revised concept. We got to this point based on feedback, through an 
iterative process. This version of the parkway is on the public website. We are working towards 
moving forward.  

* Motion to approve this concept with the note to add safe crossings with some split trails.  10 approve 
1 opposed. 

 

The Mall 

(Staff) We have time to hear public comment on The Mall, but the CAC will not be discussing it today. 

Public Comments:  

(Public) Concerned about the narrowness of the space and want to make sure the older generation has 
passive walking areas. 

(Public) There are really no people of color here. The traditionally disadvantaged people are not here to 
be represented.  

(Public) No one wants to look at a park with sand volleyball in their backyard.  

(Public) There should be concern about having a more natural space.  

(Public) The neighborhood association would like to give an official stance and if anyone would like to 
help with outreach please let us know. We will be pulling this together soon.  

(Public) This park is low ranked and shouldn’t be trying to bring forward plans for it yet.  
(Staff) This park is up funding for some improvements in 2021.  

(Public) Removing roadway would be helping climate change and following the mission and values of the 
Park Board.  
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(Public) I live here, and The Mall is the living room for the apartments here. There is no other space like 
this in Minneapolis. It is a space for everyone. 

(Public) Will Humboldt be blocked off?  
(Staff) Not in the proposal. All north/south streets will stay open to vehicles.  

(Public) This idea was to preserve the character of the promenade. This should not be changed to a 
normal park. There should be no volleyball.  

(Public) It is not more environmentally friendly to take out trees. Taking out parking doesn’t help take 
cars out of the system.  

(Public) The new library has drop off on the other side of the block. I must park illegally to drop off 
books. It would be good to have a quick drop off.  

THANKS AND NEXT STEPS 

We will get the date for our next meeting set and a room reserved and will send out updates .   
End: 8:09 
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