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Community Advisory Committee (CAC) Meeting # 10 
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board 
Southwest Service Area Master Plan (SW Parks Plan) 
 
June 25th, 2019, 6:00 – 8:00pm 
Fuller Recreation Center  
 
CAC members present:  
Jane Schommer, Jenel Farrell, Chris DesRoches, Tony Sterle, Anj Petsch, Paul Ragozzino, Craig Wilson, 
Larry Moran, Katie Jones, Jana Griffin, Patrick Smith 

CAC members absent:  
Brian Nalezny, Shaelyn Crutchley, Cha’foxey Mitchner, Aria Campbell, Jarret Folley, Mayumi Park, Aron 
Lipkin 
 
Public Present:   Approximately 60 members of the public attended the meeting.   

Staff, consultants, and speakers present:  
MRPB staff included: Colleen O’Dell, Adam Arvidson, Madeline Hudek, Alyssa Gilmore 
SRF Consultant staff included: Nikki Schlepp, Alexandra Olson 

Setup 
The Lynnhurst Subcommittee was meeting in the same room from 5-6pm. Once ended the room was set 
up for the CAC 10 meeting. 
Meeting called to start at 6:21pm.  

INTRODUCTIONS 
Explained to the public the process that has happened up until this point. CAC members, MPRB Staff, 
and SRF Staff all introduced themselves to the members of the public attending.  

GROUNDING  
Colleen O’Dell led the group through a grounding exercise to open the meeting.  

WELCOME AND REVIEW 
Colleen O’Dell went through the parks that were sorted at the last meetings and explained which ones 
will have further discussion. Went through the timeline and what was done during the past meetings.  

Overall Balance 
During the CAC #9 meeting a decision was made to have a larger discussion about the field and diamond 
balance in the southwest area. Colleen gave an overview into how the balance decisions were made and 
what information had been gathered and used in the process of getting the designs to this point. The 
needs that MPRB and other organizations have for different types of diamonds and fields were 
discussed. MPRB needs mid-sized and multi-use for their public youth programming. Staff shared maps 
showing the stated needs and requests, and how those needs are being met in the current system and 
through the proposed plans.  
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Field/Diamond discussion:  
After walking through the field and diamond maps, the discussions began as Colleen asked the CAC what 
field/diamond facilities do you feel are missing in the plan so far, if any?  
 
There was concern brought up that the premier diamond should be at Pershing instead of Kenny, 
because the Southwest High School baseball team takes a bus to their home and away games. 

Park Board rec center directors explained the need for them at Pershing was in mid-sized, multi-
use diamonds and field space and the primary age group that use these fields is 6-18 years old. 
MPRB currently runs 15 public baseball and softball youth teams out of Pershing, and a similar 
amount of soccer teams in the fall. When scheduling and reserving field and diamond space in 
the park system, MPRB’s established priority is 1) MPRB programs, 2) Mpls public school 
programs, 3) returning permit holders, 4) community & nonprofit groups. 

 
A member of the public brought up that Southwest High School does not have a dedicated field, and it 
would be nice for SWHS baseball players to walk to a field rather than bus. However, there are other 
high schools in the Minneapolis Public School system that don’t have dedicated fields and also go 
through the process of reserving fields through the MPRB partnership and busing to them. If Pershing is 
turned over almost completely to a premier baseball field with fencing, then it would mean all the youth 
that are currently using Pershing would need to get rides out to farther fields if they were walking. The 
space at Pershing could not be reasonably shared with other sports programs if a premier diamond is 
placed there. 

 
Would Southwest be able to use the new field at Kenny instead of taking a bus all the way to Neiman 
sports complex?  

Yes. They would be able to reserve that field for practice and games. One CAC member doesn’t 
believe that Southwest should have to bus to their home games. Another CAC member doesn’t 
believe that the other teams using Pershing should have to go somewhere else if the park 
director believes that the fields are being used and would continue to be used. Currently 
Southwest buses to Armatage for their practices and it is in close proximity to Kenny. The new 
facility at Kenny would be an artificial turf field, striped for both baseball and soccer, with 
removable fencing. MPRB recreation staff have said that the premier baseball diamonds 
available now at Parade, Nieman, and Pearl are able to serve current reservation needs. By 
proposing a field at Kenny, there will be one additional premier baseball diamond in the park 
system. 
 

What makes a diamond premier to the park board? Does it have a fence and are there also premier 
soccer fields?  

There are currently premier fields and they are used for more than just soccer. The MPRB 
defines their premier diamonds and fields as having an enhanced level of maintenance. This 
doesn’t always mean that there will be a fence, or artificial turf.  There are groups that bring 
fencing and set it up when they have games. The guiding principles of multi-use facilities 
outlined in other plans should be reviewed to understand the future increase in quality of the 
fields and diamonds.  
 

Have there been updated graphic changes made to any of the designs we are viewing today?  
No. We are still looking at revised plans released May 30th. 
 

How long will each of the agenda points will be discussed?  
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This discussion was requested by the CAC and will take the time it needs to address each item in 
order. This is an important part of the discussion to move more parks forward. This is why the 
agenda lists an order but not a time schedule. 
 

Why was there a premier diamond shown on both the initial Pershing plans, but it didn’t come through 
to the revised plan?  

The initial plans were pulled back due to the expressed MPRB youth programming need at 
Pershing. The premier diamond was instead put into the revised plan for nearby Kenny Park. 

 
Why are the multi-use fields not being shown with lines for the different amenities in the plan? Are 
there going to be lines or anything else on the fields?  

The fields are not shown with striping in the plans in order to keep them readable, but the fields 
would be striped by the rec center staff. Striping changes at different times of the year for 
different activities, particularly for rental fields. The stripping at Kenny would be permanent, 
because it would be artificial turf.  
 

Is there concern with the programming being displaced at Kenny with the premier field going in?  
 No. Armatage is in close proximity and works on cooperative programming with Kenny, so many 
programs are already shared between these two locations. 
 
Have the rec directors looked at the plans and approve of the way the fields and diamonds are being 
balanced?  

Yes. The rec directors have looked over the plans and are happy with the development that has 
been proposed. They also feel there is still a need for even more fields and diamonds in the 
system as a whole, but are comfortable with the balance proposed for SW.  

 
 
*A CAC member proposed that CAC representatives from areas that overlap Armatage, Kenny, Linden 
Hills, and Pershing come together as a subcommittee before the next CAC meeting and bring forward a 
suggestion on the field and diamond balance in these 4 parks.  
 Staff will set a date and reach out to CAC members to coordinate this. 
 
Bryant Square and Painter Park 
Currently the plan shows Painter staying similar to what is there today, and Bryant Square goes from 
two diamonds to one. This allows for mid-sized fields to be included in both parks. There is agreement 
that this would be a good mix for these two parks.  
 
If park space is in shortage for all the amenities that we want to put into parks, should park space be 
used as car storage/parking lot? 

The parking lot at Painter has been proposed to be removed and the parking at Bryant Square 
proposed to be reduced in size.  

 
Bryant and Painter were moved to the Consensus group.  
 
Single Use Facilities: 
Adam Arvidson explained the different single use facilities that would be discussed including Bike/Skate, 
Pickleball/Tennis, and Basketball. At a previous CAC meeting someone proposed the triangles be looked 
at to see if they could accommodate more amenities not included at other locations. Adam explained 
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the sizes that are being looked at for the different facilities and showed a comparative graphics of all SW 
triangles. 
 
There were neighbors that came to express concern and ask that Reserve Block 40 not be considered for 
added bike facilities. They have invested money in Reserve Block 40 for tree plantings, flooding happens 
there now, and they feel it is too close to neighborhood homes for any bike facility. There was stated 
concern that bike parks will draw people to different areas in cars instead of just going to one’s 
neighborhood park. It was brought up that all the parks are public parks and should be open to all even 
if it is not one’s closest park. There is a big portion of the coverage map that doesn’t have anything 
proposed in the bike/skate area if we take out the parks that were talked about at an earlier meeting as 
possibilities. 
 
Lyndale Farmstead could be reconsidered for bike facilities. The neighborhood organization was emailed 
by a CAC member and returned no input on the plan. After CAC #7 it was recommended that the 
mountain bike course be removed in favor of a more naturalized area. There is now support to add a 
bike facility back in this park as it was shown in the revised concept. A skill course or pump track could 
still be naturalized. The bike facility in the revised plan will remain.  
 
There is concern from a CAC member about having an all-wheel park in Pershing. Since there are kids 
that come from the school during lunch and after school, they benefit from having unstructured space 
to just hang out. Since there are other parks that don’t have a bike/skate park, they should go into those 
space instead of here which has very limited unstructured space. There is also concern that there are 
homes nearby. An all-wheel park should be added to a high traffic area instead of a neighborhood 
street. Another CAC member mentioned that we all live in a city and there will be noise during the day, 
and it is good to look at maximizing underutilized spaces. 
 
When bigger parks are being fully programmed is there a way to utilize more of the park space? There 
were online comments that people liked the facilities that had been proposed at Waveland and 
Armatage. Staff suggested that the bike facilities need is met service-area wide if we put the mountain 
bike skill course back into Lyndale Farmstead, even if Pershing is removed. The CAC member 
representing MLK park has some interest in accommodating bike uses if there is room and would like 
that to be considered for MLK.  
  
City of Skate is happy with the SW plans overall. They described Pershing as a perfect potential skate 
park location because it is so close to a high school, and skating and biking are good activities to 
encourage where teenagers are using unstructured spaces or where kids just want to hang out. There 
are already skate clubs at South High School. People would use a facility in Pershing. 
 
Under I-394 was brought up by a CAC member as somewhere to look to have a skate park. This is 
something that is proposed in the Downtown Service area. That space is not included in the Southwest 
service area. There is also a skate park in the Bde Maka Ska plan that seems to have mixed support in 
this CAC. City of Skate asked that the members of this CAC formally state their support for the Bde Maka 
Ska skate Park. 
 
There was a CAC request for staff to reach back out to skate and bike organizations to see if the level of 
service is met if we remove the all-wheel facility at Pershing, add bike skills at Lyndale Farmstead, and 
add a possible bike playground or similar facility at MLK park. 
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THANKS AND NEXT STEPS 
Colleen thanked everyone for coming, giving their comments, for the consensus on two more parks, and 
some direction of fields/diamonds as well as bike facilities. Next meeting will be Thursday, July 11th at 
Lynnhurst Recreation Center. Updates will be posted to the project webpage. More information will be 
sent to CAC members about a Field/Diamond subcommittee.  

ADJOURN (8:07 pm) 
 

STAFF ACTION ITEMS: 

1) Reach out to skate/bike organizations re: facilities at Lyndale Farmstead & MLK, removal from 
Pershing 

2) Bring back a concept idea that incorporates a bike facility into MLK Park  
3) Set up CAC subcommittee to discuss field/diamond balance at Kenny/ Armatage/ Pershing/ 

Linden Hills 
4) Move Bryant Park & Painter to Consensus group 
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