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Creating Places that Enrich People’s Lives 

Hoisington Koegler Group Inc. 
 

MPRB 
Minnehaha Parkway Regional Trail Master Plan 
Southwest Service Area Master Plan 
Monday June 25th from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. 
Fuller Recreation Center 

 
Lynnhurst Subcommittee #2 Notes 
 
Meeting Purpose:   To discuss the Lynnhurst Focus Area, which is common to two simultaneous master 

planning efforts.  The Subcommittee will provide guidance to the design team on the 
preferred concepts for this area, as a first step in making its recommendation to the 
two separate project CACs. 

  
 Note: The Lynnhurst Subcommittee is comprised of members of the Southwest 

Service Area and Minnehaha Parkway Regional Trail CACs.  Those CACs are 
comprised of community members, and those CACs appointed the members 
of this subcommittee.  The goal is to reach a consensus design that both CACs 
will recommend along with the remainder of their respective projects. This 
subcommittee does not make the final recommendation to the Board of 
Commissioners.  The public will have an opportunity to comment on the 
concept during the meeting.  

 
Subcommittee Members Present:  
 Jana Griffin (SW CAC), Jenel Farrell (SW CAC), Lesley Lydell (Minnehaha Creek 

CAC), Mary McKelvey (Minnehaha Creek CAC), Michael Jishke (Minnehaha 
Creek CAC), Patrick Smith (SW CAC), Paul Ragozzino (SW CAC), Ryan Seibold 
(Minnehaha Creek CAC) 

 
Subcommittee Members Absent:  
 Anj Petsch (SW CAC) 
 
Approximately 14 members of the public attended the meeting. 
 
MPRB/Consultant Team Present: Adam Arvidson (MPRB), Colleen O’Dell (MPRB), Bryan Harjes 

(HKGi), Jody Rader (HKGi), Nichole Schlepp (SRF),  

1. Planning Process Overview  

• MPRB staff provided an update on the status of the planning processes and the role of the 
Subcommittee.  

• Review of site visit 6/22/19 at Lynnhurst, Nicollet, and Portland Ave.  
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• MPRB staff met with Burroughs school administrators to review site concepts 

2. Review of Revised Concept  

MPRB staff presented a revised Lynnhurst Focus Area Concept, along with a section/elevation of a 
potential design for the proposed 50th Street bridge. Some of the revised elements are as follow: 

• Re-arrangement of parking, open playfield, community center, basketball and tennis courts 

• Larger area given for play area 

• Creekside water play area moved closer to the community center location 

• Daylighted tributary meandered further east to allow for more field space at Burroughs 

• Restroom shelter removed, with restroom access at the community center 

• Open-air shelter moved further north; footprint reduced 

• On-street parking on west side of Minnehaha parkway reduced, moved further south 

• New bike/ped bridge south of ADA launch removed, existing crossing further south to be 
upgraded for bike and pedestrian use 

• Section/elevation of the 50th Street bridge proposal shows bridge height approx.. 6’ above 
existing grade at Minnehaha Parkway/50th Street intersection, with slopes of 2-5% on 
approach 

3. Discussion of Revised Concept  

Notes from the CAC Discussion on the revised concept:  
• Question: Is there concern from the school about the placement of the pedestrian trail 

immediately east of the field area at Burroughs? 
o Answer: the school administrators did not see a problem with this. They are in favor 

of having park access from the school without the need for roadway crossing 
• Question: will the trail underpass flood? 

o Yes, likely similar to other portions of the trail system along the creek. Alternative 
bike/ped routes are provided which are out of the floodplain at 50th 
Street/Minnehaha Parkway 

• Like the ideas shown, but I question the bike/ped connection south of the study area 
(Segment 2) 

• Question of vision/future maintenance for the fields at Lynnhurst 
o Answer: Focus on multi-use fields to support programming at community center 

 Underground flood storage will provide irrigation for fields so they will have 
higher quality turf than today 

• Thank you—this revised configuration makes a lot of sense.  
• Question: how tall will the tennis court fence be? Concern for errant tennis balls on 50th 

Street 
o Answer: Similar to other parks alongside roadways in the park system 
o Follow-up comment: It would be nice to dress up the fence alongside the roadway 

• Concern about the dead0end at the Parkway (south-bound) 
o Concern for additional traffic next to the school 

• Idea to flip the tennis courts and basketball courts 
• Question if a splash pad is still on the table? 
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o Answer: it is unlikely, since there are many other aquatic facilities planned for 
nearby parks and a splash pad at Lynnhurst would require chlorinated water 
adjacent to a naturalized waterway. Also, two aquatic features in the same park is 
unprecedented in MPRB parks 

• I support limiting access to the parkway in this area 
o I generally support limiting traffic 
o The city is moving in this direction, away from driving 
o Any way to reduce traffic is positive 
o I’m hearing support from the community to adapt to changes 
o It would be great to experience this connection as a natural corridor 
o The possibilities far outweigh the short-term inconveniences of traffic changes 

• I think there’s a lot of benefit for recreation to close the road here 
o I’d like to see what it would look like if the road was still there, this would be helpful 

• I’d like to see more detail on the 50th Street roadway (lane markings, etc.) 
o Answer: we can build implementation strategies into the master plan that will 

address typical designs along the roadways, bridges 
• I’d like to see better conditions for pedestrians on 50th Street, wider sidewalk on bridge 
• I like this plan (without the road) because there are so many bicyclists and pedestrians in 

this area 
• I like the idea of relocating the warming house with the playground 
• Concern about water quality for swimming at the Creekside play area? 

o Answer: water quality will be similar to that along the Chain of Lakes; this waterway 
will come directly from Lake Harriet. When the water quality does not meet 
requirements for swimming, the waterways are closed for recreational use 

 
 
  Notes from Public Comment on the revised concept: 

• I like that kids can walk from Burroughs to Lynnhurst 
• Concern for parking on Minnehaha as shown 

o Concern for loss of parking for the Synagogue 
 Clarification: there will be no loss of parking; parking lots will be combined 

and relocated at Lynnhurst 
 Idea of building a new parking lot at 51st and Humboldt 

• Discussion of challenges for this site (grade/topography/location) 
• I think we can survive without the Parkway bridge north of 51st Street. We’ve gotten used to 

other changes in the past and it is not that difficult. And I really like this idea (opening up 
the park, making more room for natural areas) 

• I agree—removing the road aligns with the vision of the park 
o Another agreement noted 

• Question: can the parking for the ADA launch be designated as handicap only? I live across 
the street and I don’t want too many cars blocking my view.  

o Answer: the exact details of this parking will be addressed in the construction/detail 
design phase 

• I feel strongly about keeping the bridge 
o Historical significance 
o Removal will seclude the neighborhood 
o Concern for emergency vehicles 
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4. Subcommittee Recommendation 

The Subcommittee voted (5-3) to recommend the revised concept with the following considerations: 
• Consider the intersection design at 50th Street and the Parkway (crosswalk design, landing 

design and increased space for pedestrians and bicyclists) 
• Consider location of basketball and tennis courts 
• Consider Parkway bridge / bridge removal as future options 

 
 

5. Next Steps  

• Minnehaha Creek CAC #7 on June 27th will continue discussion of Minnehaha Creek.  
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