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ELOISE BUTLER WILDFLOWER GARDEN AND BIRD SANCTUARY 

WEEKLY GARDEN HIGHLIGHTS 
Phenology* notes for the week of June 30 - July 7th, 2019 

 

 If you were outside at all this week, there’s a good chance you were caught 

in a sudden downpour. Clouds rolled in and out quickly on hot days, drenching 

unsuspecting visitors. Some found it a cooling relief during humid, high 80s 

temperatures. A 24-hour thunderstorm on July 1 soaked the Garden with two 

inches of rain, half the average total for the entire month of July. Although some 

trees like river birch are adapted to deal with fluctuating water levels, too much 

water at once can stress other plants, who take in more than they can handle. 

Branches of the Canada elderberry in the upland bowed and cracked under water 

weight.  

 It may appear to be a lull in the blooming season, but fifty-some species are 

currently flowering, some tucked quietly in tangles of woodland green, others 

standing tall off-trail in the upland. One of the upland sun-lovers to open this 

week was the fuzzy-stalked black-eyed Susan, which is indigenous to the Garden 

area. Eloise describes this scene in 1911: "Troops of Black-eyed Susans boldly stare 

at roamers over the hillsides. As we return Susan’s unblinking gaze we see that her 

eyes are a velvety, purplish brown instead of black. … The “eye” is made up of 

many small, tubular flowers, and each yellow eyelash is also a flower." A similar 

composite with a completely yellow “eye,” known as stiff tickseed, opened near 

the drinking fountain. Two new yellow blooms on tall stalks are widely used 

medicinal plants: great St. Johnswort, used in summer for sunburn and in winter 

for seasonal affective disorder, and evening primrose, a source of omega-6 fatty 

acids. Canada lily unfurled stately yellow petals. This North American lily, native 

to areas north and east of Minnesota, was the first to be transported to Europe. 

The orange day lily, which bloomed this week, traveled back in the opposite 

direction, along with the purple-colored bristly and creeping bellflowers. Curly 

dock, another European import, is generally not appreciated for its ragged leaves 

or homely green flowers, except by the bronze copper butterfly, who has adapted 

to use this plant almost exclusively as a host for its caterpillars. Common 

milkweed bloomed as monarchs continue to lay tiny eggs underneath its leaves. 

The frothy white puffs of New Jersey tea are scattered over the hills, and Culver’s 

root opened its first lacy taper, soon to be joined by tall white blooms waving 

throughout the upland. Smooth sumac sports greenish flowers, and the leadplant 

bush is just beginning to light up with purple blooms, sparked by orange stamens. 

Many others continue to bloom. This week, only two newcomers appeared in the 

woodland: northern bush honeysuckle opened yellow trumpets, and enchanter’s 

nightshade scattered the pathways with tiny white flowers. White avens, fringed 
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loosestrife, Eastern wahoo, and poke milkweed are still blooming. Along the 

boardwalk, sweet flag leaves reached their peak height and collapsed under their 

own weight. Flowers continuing to bloom include queen of the meadow, 

bittersweet nightshade, moneywort, swamp candles, and blue flag. 

 Parental care continues for baby birds throughout the garden. Early Birders 

heard a red-eyed vireo singing rapidly, indicating a female incubating a second 

brood of chicks. While she sings, her mate brings food to juveniles from the first 

brood. A juvenile great horned owl was seen from the boardwalk, perhaps 

watching for turkey chicks, whose heads were spotted just above the leaves in the 

wetland, trailing their mother. The males have been digging up large areas of dirt 

in the woodland, searching for grubs. Noisy twittering at the top of Hemlock Hill 

comes from a baby downy woodpecker. Grab a pair of binoculars from the 

Visitor Shelter to watch it peek out of a hole at the top of a tree snag; if you wait 

a few moments, you will likely catch its parent making a fast food delivery. In the 

upland, goldfinches outline their territory by warbling as they fly from perch to 

perch. Look for the bright blue indigo bunting and the yellow belly of great-

crested flycatcher. Saturday Early Birders watched a kingbird hunt, then fly toward 

Wirth Lake with a catch in its beak. Birds seen and heard in the woodland this 

week include scarlet tanager, Eastern wood pewee, white-breasted nuthatch, 

black-capped chickadee, robin, cardinal, and downy, hairy, red-bellied, and 

pilieated woodpeckers. In the wetland, look for common yellowthroat wearing its 

black mask. Outside the back gate, birders saw red winged blackbird, catbird, sora, 

and mourning dove.  

 Have you ever thought you saw a hummingbird flitting from flower to 

flower and then realized it was a moth? These fascinating fliers, known as white-

lined sphinx moths, are equally stunning in caterpillar form. Natural resources staff 

found one of these large, intricately patterned caterpillars on a grape vine in the 

Garden this week, and brought it inside for visitors to see. Naturalists placed it in a 

terrarium filled with soil, where the caterpillar burrowed in to form its pupa, 

which looks like a small brown pinecone. In a few weeks, the white-lined sphinx 

will emerge from the soil clothed in its hummingbird wings.  

 
  

 

 

For more information about the past week’s events, tour information, or answers 

to questions about the Garden ask the volunteers and naturalists on duty. 


