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Community Advisory Committee (CAC) Meeting # 8 
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board 
Southwest Service Area Master Plan (SW Parks Plan) 
 
June 6, 2019, 6:00 – 8:00pm 
Painter Recreation Center  
 
CAC members present:  
Jana Griffin, Brian Nalezny, Anj Petsch, Katie Jones, Craig Wilson, Jane Schommer, Mayumi Park, Tony 
Sterle, Chris DesRoches, Aron Lipkin 
 
CAC members absent: Shaelyn Crutchley, Cha’foxey Mitchner, Aria Campbell, Paul Ragozzino, Jenel 
Farrell, Jarret Folley, Larry Moran 
 
Public Present:  Approximately 60 members of the public attended the meeting.  

Staff, consultants, and speakers present:  
MRPB staff included: Colleen O’Dell, Adam Arvidson, Madeline Hudek, Alyssa Gilmore 

SRF Consultant staff included: Nikki Schlepp, Alexandra Olson 

INTRODUCTIONS 
Meeting called to start at 6:11pm. CAC members, MPRB Staff, and SRF Staff all introduced themselves to 
the members of the public attending. 

GROUNDING  
Colleen O’Dell led the group through a grounding exercise to open the meeting.  

WELCOME AND REVIEW 
Colleen O’Dell gave overview of where we are in the project and briefly explained where we were in the 
process timeline. She Showed images of the process to date from tours, data workshops, design week, 
and of other events and data collected. She reminded the CAC of the charge they were given at the start 
of the process then thanked everyone for coming out for the meeting.  

LYNNHURST SUB COMMITTEE 
Colleen O’Dell went over the list nominees for the subcommittee and told the public that this is for the 
joint development of the Lynnhurst park plan with members also being voted on to the committee from 
the Minnehaha Parkway Regional Trail Master Plan CAC also working on this project. The nominees 
were Anj Petsch, Jana Griffin, Jenel Ferrell, Patrick Smith, and Paul Ragozzino. Craig moved to accept the 
subcommittee nominees and Katie seconded the motions. All CAC members in attendance voted in the 
affirmative. 

GUIDING PRINCIPLES 
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The Draft guiding principles were brought to the CAC. Colleen O’Dell asked the CAC members to look 
over the list and ask any questions they have. There were questions on what would happen if a 
neighborhood would like to bring something to a park later that is not in a plan, if there could be more 
sports added to the list of multi-use fields, what maintenance would be covered, if things could be more 
combined in the draft list, and there were concerns with some statements being too specific .  Colleen 
O’Dell will look over the list again and bring back to the CAC with the changes that were suggested.  

SORTING EXERCISE 
Colleen O’Dell introduced the approach that would be used for sorting the current parks. Parks would be 
explained briefly by staff and then the CAC chair will facilitate a short discussion to sort parks into two 
categories: Warrants Further Discussion or Consensus Towards Recommendation. There were questions 
on if minor changes could happen even if consensus was made, what would happen if an absent CAC 
member had concerns later, if questions would be answered today, and if public comment was 
happening during each park discussion or at the end.  Members not in attendance would still be able to 
bring up concerns and any minor concerns could still be addressed once under consensus. The staff 
would quickly answer questions today or recommend further discussion to save time in order to sort as 
many as possible today. The public would be commenting after the CAC members after each park is 
presented. 

MPRB staff and consultants presented the revised concept for each park according to geographic 
grouping (NE, Central, SE, SW, West, and North) and in alphabetical order.  The discussion from the CAC 
and the public and the resulting sorting decision is summarized below. 

NORTHEAST Park Grouping 

28th Street Tot Lot 
- What does a Do it Yourself skatepark mean? It would be a new kind of park in the city that has 

been implemented in other parts of the country where the Park Board and the skate community 
would work together to build equipment in the space. There likely wouldn’t be any underground 
structures. Instead, there would be a flat ground plane and materials provided for the public to 
create their own skate spots. It would routinely change. MPRB would likely work with City of 
Skate and other skate groups/partners on details. Park was a tot lot and is currently being used 
by MNDOT for construction staging. It is owned by MNDOT and MPRB will again be able to use 
the space once 35W is finished.  

- Who would insure the space? MPRB is a self-insured municipal entity. Most cities cover their 
skateparks and often it falls within recreational immunity.  This detail would be worked out later 
with MPRB’s finance team. 

The park was recommended toward consensus.  
 
Clinton Field 

- This plan was consistent with one of the proposed concepts that was brought forward earlier 
with a lot of positive feedback.  

- What does the term flexible seating mean? It would be a type of seating that is not the standard 
benches in the parks today. This is a way to leave the options open for when the detailed plan is 
created when funding is available.  
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- What are the focuses of the fields? There will be a text narrative published in the next portion of 
this master planning process that goes into more detail about what will be in the parks. Most 
multi use fields will serve several different types of athletics and activities played on them.  

- Comment liked the picnic shelters moving closer to the road.  
- Was safety thought about when designing the parks and sport courts? In every park safety was 

thought about and fencing would be added to the sport courts that need them.  
The park was recommended toward consensus. 
 
Mueller 

- Neighborhood representative suggested that Muller be moved into further discussion because 
of feedback on the basketball court and the age range or the neighborhood needing to be 
further evaluated with the refined design. There is also an interest for more open space.  

The park warrants further discussion.  
 
Stevens Square 

- Was there feedback on the arbor? There was one comment online currently wanting it to be 
restored. There was also a comment about more open space and interest in a hand pump.  

- Are estimates available for the park designs? Estimates will be included in the published 
document available for review at the end of the summer. 

The park was recommended toward consensus with the addition of the location of the hand water pump.  
 
Washburn Fair Oaks 

- Staff recommend this park move into the further discussion group. The park staff needs some 
time to review past plans.  

- There were several people with concern over the Park Board having an MIA underground 
parking lot on site. The plan states the Park Board would be a willing partner for discussions if 
there are potential future MIA plans. There was concern someone told Mexican families they 
couldn’t use the park.  

- What is a woonerf? This is a term used often in the Netherlands for a street typology that favors 
mixed pedestrian and vehicle use. 

- It is brought up that the Washburn family donated the land for this park to be a nature area.  
This park warrants further discussion. 
 
Whittier 

- Since pools near schools must be drained at the start of the school year, this park would be 
changing to a splash pad to stay open longer.  

- What is universal play? It is surfacing that allows use by people of any ability type.  
- The neighborhood representative feels this plan is responsive the requests of the neighborhood.  
- Requested to try to save as many of the mature trees as possible when implementing. 
- How does the school feel about having a climbing wall on site? The park staff talked with the 

PTA and to parents, students, and staff at a school event and they were on board if the material 
under the wall was safe. 

This park was recommended toward consensus.  
 
CENTRAL Park Grouping 
 
Bryant Square 
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- What about ice ruining the grass in the fields? The Park Board would create a soil profile that 
would be better than what is there now, but there could still be some areas that the ice would 
impact. There is concern that fields and diamonds cannot be used at the same time.  

- General concern with the overall balance of fields and diamonds. This will be a discussion point. 
This park warrants further discussion on balance. 
 
Kings Highway 

- Comments from the neighborhood were positive.  
- There was a request that the trail have stripes for the bike vs. pedestrian sides.  

This park was recommended toward consensus with addition of striping 
 
Loon Lake Trolley Path 

- This park plan will be amended to the Bde Maka Ska-Harriet Master Plan.  
- There were no online comments and the neighborhood felt this was what they asked for.  

This park was recommended toward consensus.  
 
Lyndale Farmstead 

- Would there still be ice in this park? Ice would be close to where the warming house entrance 
would be. An online comment wanted to see the mountain bike plan go back in. Two public 
comments echoed the desire to see mountain biking back in this park.  

- Are there still other bike skill courses going into the parks? Many were asked to be taken out by 
park neighbors, including many of the all-wheel additions that had originally been 
recommended.  

- Could there be community gardening near the art wall? 
- There was concern if new facilities would have upgrades. There should be a minimum 

expectation on new sport spaces having upgrades, lines, etc.  
This park warrants further discussion.  
 
Painter 

- Would this park also be a do-it-yourself skate park? This park would be a planned as a designed 
skate park unlike the 28th St. Tot Lot which would be DIY.  

This park warrants further discussion on field balance. 
 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

- This plan draws from a previous Legacy Group plan and proposes several additions that were 
popular from the initial concepts.  

- What would a meditation garden be? It was brought up by the Legacy Council as a place for 
slower movement and reflection within the park to add uses for different ages, particularly 
seniors.  

- Would the peace garden be specific to Rev. Dr. MLK and would the park would be regraded 
during construction since the fenced diamond location floods now? The park themes honor Rev. 
Dr. MLK and Civil Rights so much within the park would be labeled in accordance with this. 
Future improvements, once funded, will upgrade the facilities.  

This park warrants further discussion.  
 
SOUTHEAST Park Grouping 
 
Elmwood Triangle 
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- There were not online or public comments at the time.  
This park was recommended towards consensus. 
 
Fuller 

- Online comments asked to bring back the bike courses. Neither of the bike/wheel courses made 
it through to the revised concept. 

- Why was a different term used to describe the field at this park? All the fields would have 
generally the same upgrades this one just had an added description. Those differences will be 
reconciled in the text of the final document.  

This park was recommended towards consensus.  
 
Gladstone Triangle 

- The comments on attaching the triangle and changing the street layout have all been positive.  
This park was recommended towards consensus.  
 
Rustic Lodge Triangle 

- The initial concept plans were not as well received as this revised plan was.  
This park was recommended towards consensus.  
 
*Colleen O’Dell thanked everyone for staying even in the heat of the room and called for a vote from 
the CAC on if they wanted to stay past 8pm to finish the Southeast section of parks tonight. All agreed to 
stay to complete sorting the last 2 parks.  
 
Kenny 

- There was a comment that Armatage and Kenny partner well for athletics balance.  
- Online comments are mixed going back and forth on the design. 
- Why was ice moved to Armatage? There was also concern over young kids not traveling to 

farther ice. The reason was because ice cannot go on artificial turf.  
- Could the pickleball court be ice instead of the field and could courts be tennis and pickleball?  
- What does the term premier mean here? More discussion later on this during field and diamond 

balance discussion. 
This park warrants further discussion.  
 
Windom South 

- The parking lot was reconfigured to allow better access to the recreation center.  
- Who asked for a basketball court? It was in the online comments.  
- Is the field large enough for the school where it moved and should the open play area turn into 

full basketball court or a half multi-sport court.  
This park was recommended for consensus with a change of the open area below half court into a sport 
court.  
 
Possible groupings for the balance discussion 

1. Bryant Square and Painter 
2. Kenny and Armatage 
3. Ice Rinks (Where, Impacts, etc.) 
4. “Sister Parks” and Specialization 
5. Pickleball vs. Tennis (Dedicated or shared) 
6. Bikes (Trails vs Parks, Surfacing) 
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7. Skateparks (Right Locations, Criteria) 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND NEXT STEPS 
Colleen wraps up and thanks everyone for coming in and giving their comments. The next CAC will be 
Monday, June 10th at Bryant Square Rec Center and we will pick-up the sorting exercise again starting 
with the SW Park grouping. 

ADJOURN (8:15 pm) 
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