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TOWERSIDE LOCATION AND HISTORY

The Towerside Innovation District is rooted in the 
Prospect Park neighborhood but spans into Saint 
Paul’s Saint Anthony Park neighborhood. The district is 
located along the Green Line LRT corridor which links 
the two downtown areas, twelve university campuses, 
thousands of acres of green space, and a rich mix of 
cultures, housing, making spaces, entertainment, art, 
and architecture across twelve neighborhoods. As 
described on the Towerside website, “Towerside is a 
collaboration of public and private partners working 
to transform an overlooked, asset-rich district at the 
heart of the Twin Cities into an equitable and restorative 
demonstration of 21st century urban redevelopment.” 
The recommendations in the ERPMP include a vision 
for the entire district as well one signature green 
space just east of the Prospect Park Light Rail Station. 
Several developers have been working with the City 
of Minneapolis, the Towerside Board, the City of 
Saint Paul, the Mississippi Watershed Management 
Organization, MPRB, and other key public and private 
partners to create and implement the district vision.  
The area where the proposed parks are located is also 
referred to as Malcom Yards. 

EXISTING CONDITIONS AND CHARACTER

There is currently no park in this location. Extensive 
development is occurring in the district, and MWMO 
has already developed a district stormwater “park” 
in collaboration with several developers in the area.  
The District Stormwater System captures and cleans 
polluted stormwater that drains from a two¬-block area 
near the Prospect Park light rail station. Runoff from 

8 acres of private land will be captured and treated in 
two biofiltration basins and stored in an underground 
tank for future re-use. Access to a re-use supply line and 
stormwater treatment has been made available at each 
parcel. The larger basin also serves as a unique public 
green space.

Adjacent to this stormwater feature is a parcel that 
has been recently used as a community garden. This 
is a well-used and well-loved space provided by a 
property developer. These sites are just south of the 
University Transit way and across from to the Green 
Line Prospect Park LRT station.  Across the transit way 
is a major potential development site. As these areas 
develop with high-density housing and other uses, 
park service is becoming more critical. MPRB has been 
working with developers and other partners to consider 
parkland in this area. One of the spaces, the Towerside 
Signature Greenspace, is planned to become a park in 
the nearterm, while the other parks or public spaces in 
the larger Towerside District, are longer term visions 
that will unfold as development in the district gains 
momentum.  

THE PROPOSED DESIGN

TOWERSIDE SIGNATURE GREENSPACE (PROPOSED)
MPRB is working to acquire the Towerside Signature 
Greenspace lot, which is currently a community garden 
site and owned by a developer.  The park will act as a 
gateway for the new Towerside District.  Building off 
the popular community garden function of the space, 
the plan envisions a community garden, transit plaza, 
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stormwater feature and potential gathering space fall 
in the shadow of the industrial grain silos as a backdrop. 
While the area is a lowpoint on the site and has been 
identified as a potential location for district stormwater 
management, the whole of this tract might be subject 
to a more responsive design in the ways stormwater 
management and public space are created to support 
the new development. Importantly, the stormwater 
from the entire tract needs to be treated and stored 
onsite, and according to the Unviersity of MN cannot tie 
into the University stormwater system. 

To the north of the grain silos, in a space that faces the 
now railyard, a multistory parking garage with a green 
roof and event space will provide a venue for larger 
community events. There is opportunity for income 
generation for MPRB in the space for rentals and events. 
In the core of the district, a greenway is proposed linking 
Malcolm to the district stormwater site by the grain 
silos.  Along Malcolm, a flexible green space is proposed 
that could serve as a multiuse field and a parkway like 
setting leading all transportation modes through the 
district.    The large flexible green space will be oriented 
along the street grid to maximize public access and 
visibility of the public park space.  The Grand Rounds 
Missing Link will be a key artery through the district,  
linking bikes and pedestrians on a regional trail through 
the district.  

For Towerside District, the configuration of development 
demonstrated in the concept plan is subject to 
change. The MPRB is not intending that the shapes 
or arrangements of buildings is the pattern for the 

regional trail connections, and gathering opportunities. 
Artful seating elements are incorporated into the site, 
as well as a pavilion for larger group gatherings that 
will integrate stormwater treatment infrastructure. 
The areas on the western and southern edges of the 
park, closest to the LRT station, are flexible turf grass 
areas for gathering, waiting, and informal play. Any 
storwater runoff from the site will be managed on site. 
The neighboring district stormwater site will provide 
irrigation for the community garden plots. Once 
established, the park will go through a naming process 
according to MPRB naming policies. There is potential 
for common branding of all public spaces and park 
features in the Towerside District and Malcom Yards. 

TOWERSIDE DISTRICT (PROPOSED)
The park master plan for the Towerside District 
integrates stormwater and park land as the backbone 
of the development. Trails, streets, public space, and 
ecological function are foundational to the parkland 
in the district. Two signature green spaces that could 
double as event spaces, along with a multiuse field and 
greenway are included in public space typology of the 
district. The vision for this district is longterm as the 
majority of the district has not been developed, but 
there are key aspects of the public space that are key 
to informing the development pattern. The Mississippi 
Watershed Management Organization (MWMO) will 
likely be a partner in the creation of public space, 
overlaying stormwater management with the public 
space and yielding the potential for a more expansive 
park. On the southwestern corner of the district, a 

development of the tract. Several features supporting 
parkland are desired:

• Continuous movement for pedestrians and 
bicyclists through the tract, beginning at the 
southwest corner near 29th Avenue SE and 
landing at a location near the northeast corner of 
the tract;

• Maximized points of public access to park spaces;

• A series of non-programmed park spaces of 
varying sizes along and directly accessible by 
trails; 

• Integration of stormwater as a feature for public 
spaces and private development; and

• Natural areas such as understory canopy or bee 
lawn. 

These features are expected to be perpetuated through 
various evolutions of the planning and implementation 
of private sector development across the tract. It is 
understood that coordinated planning will result in a 
more vibrant and integrated mix of development and 
public spaces coordinated with supportive infrastructure 
for stormwater management. There has been interest 
expressed in a potential dog park and playground within 
the public spaces of the district, that may be integrated 
into park features as the development unfolds. 
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CONNECTIONS BETWEEN PARKS

Regional trail connections across University Avenue 
and integration into Green 4th Street are key features 
to integrate the site into the proposed trail network 
connecting nearby Luxton Park and eventually 
completing the Grand Rounds Missing Link. 

KNOWN LAND USE AND COORDINATION ISSUES

Towerside Park and patterns of public space 
development in Towerside District are subject to MOUs 
between the MPRB and developers. For Towerside Park, 
the MOU focuses on parkland dedication intended to 
deliver land and a first phase of improvements. For 
Towerside District, the MOU is directed to collaborative 
planning intended to ensure certain park features 
remain possible as development patterns evolve, 
with the parties being the MPRB, the MWMO, and the 
developer.

The University of Minnesota Transitway and Metro 
Transit’s Green Line LRT border the proposed park. 
All University of Minnesota property lines and 
corresponding setbacks along the Transitway will be 
taken into account during the park design process. 
Additional coordination with both entities prior to 
implementation is required. 

Each of the proposed spaces in the district will be 
realized through ongoing collaboration with MWMO, 
the developers of the district, the City of Minneapolis, 
the University of MN, and the Towerside District.
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TOWERSIDE DESIGN MATRIX

General Input August 2017-May 2018 Design Responses (May 2018) Initial Concepts Input (July-August 2018) Preferred Concept (September 2018)

Ecology
New park is proposed next to new 
development.  No response. 

Request to integrate park to adjacent 
stormwater infrastructure. 

Preferred concepts connect to existing 
adjacent stormwater features. 

Play
No comments. No comments. No comments. No comments.

Wayfinding and Circulation
Park should respond to adjacent light rail line 
and proposed regional rail routes. 

Proposed linear plaza space and expanded 
walkways.

Request to develop park's edge to prevent 
uncontrolled crossings.  Concern on the 
pedestrian connection to the existing UMN 
transitway. 

Park protects the parks edges through 
plantings and tree canopy. 

Gathering
Park should allow for gathering. 

Proposed entry plaza, fire pit, new flexible 
field. 

Request for more flexible green space. 
Support for entry plaza area.  Opposition to 
fire pit. 

Preferred concept includes plaza space and 
flexible field. 

Aquatic
Not applicable.  Not applicable.  Not applicable.  Not applicable. 

Fields
Not applicable.  Not applicable.  Not applicable.  Not applicable. 

Courts
Not applicable.  Not applicable.  Not applicable.  Not applicable. 

Diamonds
Not applicable.  Not applicable.  Not applicable.  Not applicable. 

Winter
Not applicable.  Not applicable.  Not applicable.  Not applicable. 

Other
Existing community garden area.

Maintains community garden plots.  
Proposes orchard area.  Strong support for community garden. 

Preferred concept includes community 
garden plots, orchard, and storage structure 
on site. 
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GRANARY CORRIDOR
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PROPOSED AMENITY COST ESTIMATE FOR TOWERSIDE NEIGHBORHOOD PARK

Asset Type Project
 2019 ESTIMATED 

COST/PROJECT 

Administration Land Acquisition / Coordination

Landscape Naturalized areas 7,948$                      

Landscape Urban Agriculture Area 28,911$                   

Other Storage Building 52,205$                   
Other Renovate walking paths 54,673$                   
Other Miscl. signs, trees, furniture 4,105$                      

147,843$                 TOTAL

PROPOSED OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE ESTIMATE

As these are newly proposed parks, there are no changes current 
maintenance numbers. 
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