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Community Advisory Committee (CAC) Meeting # 5 
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board 
Southwest Service Area Master Plan (SW Parks Plan) 
 
Nov 13th, 2018, 6:00 – 8:00pm 
Whittier Recreation Center  
 
CAC members present:  
Anj Petsch, Brian Nalezny, Chris DesRoches, Craig Wilson, Jay Folley, Jenel Farrell, Katie Jones, Larry 
Moran, Paul Ragozzino, Shaelyn Crutchley, Tony Sterle 
 
CAC members absent:  
Aria Campbell, Aron Lipkin, Cha’foxey Mitchner, Jana Griffin, Jane Schommer, Mayumi Park, Patrick 
Smith 

Approximately 20 members of the public attended the meeting

Staff, consultants, and speakers present:  
MRPB staff included: Colleen O’Dell, Adam Arvidson, Madeline Hudek, Vanessa Dikuyama-Zapata.  
Consultant staff included: Nikki Schlepp, Allen VanDien, Ken Grieshaber, Sean Jergens and Michael 
Jischke from SRF, James Garrett and Michael Lima with 4RM+ULA, and Ryan Mottau with MIG. Sarah 
Sutherland, StudioGRO and Julie Aldrich.

INTRODUCTIONS 
Colleen welcomed everyone to the fifth Southwest Service Area Master Plan CAC meeting. Due to the 
large amount of people present, (designers, MPRB staff, CAC members and community members) 
instead of everyone introducing themselves to the group they introduced themselves to others at their 
tables. Attendees, other than the designers, moved to the designated planning zone small group they 
were most interested in working with. 

GROUNDING  
Madeline Hudek led the group through a grounding exercise to open the meeting. Meeting attendees 
stretched and were then asked to sit down and share with each other their favorite animal.  

PROJECT TIMELINE 
Colleen shared the project timeline. Currently, the project has reached the halfway point. Most of the 
data and feedback has been collected via online surveys and community engagement. Currently, the 
project has reached the design stage, where the designers are analyzing the information collected 
during the summer of engagement and will take this information into Design Week.  After Design Week 
the preliminary concepts will be released to the public in January.  Public comment will be collected 
through March.  Preferred designs will be worked on in the spring and the document will be completed 
in the summer.  The document will go back out to the public for a 45-day comment period this summer. 



 

SWsamp CAC Meeting # 5 Notes Nov 13th,2018 page 2 

INSPIRATION AND EXPLORATIONS 
To help set the stage for Design Week, design consultant Ryan Mottau began the presentation on 
inspirations and explorations. The intent was to get the audience to think big and consider possible 
future explorations for parks.  The presentation was interactive and spurred a larger discussion.  His 
presentation asked 7 questions that attendees were able to respond to with a “like” button or a “?” via 
clicker.  Below is a summary of the presentation and resulting discussion. C: indicates comment from the 
public. 

• Who are we designing for? 
• What do parks teach us?  

o Giving us the space so we can be the people and community we want to be.  
o Learning from the natural world.  
o Learning how cities deal with nature and people.  
o The best parks are serving utility and social functions, the best parks are made of layers. 

• What could we do in parks?  
o We have a park system so we can use it, not so we have a collection of benches.  

 What other activities could we be doing in our parks? We could be shopping, 
biking, climbing etc. These new possibilities are exciting and allow us to grow as 
a community. New opportunities to do the same things in different ways.  

o C: People can work in parks (available wifi, or a place to plug in, volunteering, 
community service) 

• Do we have to share?  
o Facilities must be multi-faceted. With higher demand, we are running out of space in 

our urban areas. Whatever you are trying to do, if you are able to allow something else 
to happen as well, it is going to be more well received. 

• What qualifies as a park?  
o All public space, streets, sidewalks.  
o Inside public buildings? 

• How do we leave space for the future?  
o The future is unknown, and we don’t know what the next demand will be, so how do we 

leave space for it?  
o We can design for these unknowns. Designing flexible space allows us to design for 

things to change. Investment does not have to be forever. 
o C: How can the parks teach us about climate change? There is a lot of change and 

adaptation we need to design for.  
• Do we need all the stuff? The best parks act as a stage for activities. All that is necessary is space 

to gather and make our own. 
o C: So many people come to the park to just sit and be still or come to use the picnic 

tables to have a gathering or celebration. 
o C: Open greenspace is becoming more needed  
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o C: The bathroom is the one common thread that is bringing people back to them. The 
presence, cleanliness and usefulness are becoming critically important to the success of 
parks. 

o C: It is important to differentiate parks, to draw people from different neighborhoods. 

GROUP EXERCISE 
Small groups were formed by planning zone.  Nikki asked everyone to discuss and draw park ideas with 
their small groups. While drawing and discussing, she asked everyone to think through the following 
lenses: 

• Innovation lens 
• Equity lens 
• Ideas for your specific park planning zone 

 
Following the group exercise, each small group reported out their top ideas.  These ideas were collected 
and recorded by the Design Week designers who were present at each table.  These comments and 
drawings directly informed Design Week. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
The floor was opened up for public comment.  Colleen responded to the public questions with 
occasional CAC members also chiming in. 

• Surprised to hear that we are half way through- only a week’s notice. Just wondering if the 
timelines for these activities will be in advance.  With NRP it was three week’s notice. 

o Colleen- yes, that is the goal. We have been advertising this event for some time now, 
longer than one week. 

o Paul- feels that MPRB has done the best they could have done to get the word out 
 

• How does the funding work for the master plan?   
o This entire planning project has one source of funding.  The other 4 service areas have 

had equivalent funding.  $400K for each service area. 
o Individual parks construction funding is based on an equity ranking. 

 
• Why are there 6 planning zones within this SW Parks Project? 

o That was just a way to organize it based on neighborhood groups and geography as we 
are moving through design week, so that designers could focus on smaller collections of 
parks.  We are looking and considering the whole system throughout this process. 

 
• Is there a financial number for the capital improvements?    

o We don’t try to put monetary restrictions on the planning process, because our funding 
comes from many sources including grants and donations. Parks can be built using a 
variety of funding sources.  Masterplans can help us get some of that funding.  Our 
recent agreement with the city allocates 11 million dollars for the system as a whole in 
addition to existing funding. This funding is spent in parks based on our NPP20 equity 
ranking.  Painter has an allocation coming up.  Other parks will roll out over time. 

 
• How will the new parks be funded?   
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o There are multiple ways that parks can be funded.  Bonding, tax levy, partnerships, park 
dedication ordinance, donations, grants, etc.  Once a new acquisition is made a park, 
and once it has a plan, it can receive funding for capital improvements. 

 
• Thanks all the planners and CAC members for their time.  This feels like a planning from the 

bottom up approach.  Do some top down strategic thinking.  Example- a destination zero depth 
pool.   

 
• We look around the room and there are many groups who are not represented.  We need to 

think about and how we can reach out and include groups that are underrepresented.   
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND NEXT STEPS 
Colleen thanked everyone for their participation and reminded them about the week’s Design Week 
activities and open house event. 
 
ADJOURN (8:09 pm) 
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