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Community Advisory Committee (CAC) Meeting # 4 
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board 
Southwest Service Area Mast Plan (SWsamp) 
 
Oct 16th, 2018, 6:00 – 8:00pm 
Kenwood Recreation Center  
 
CAC members present:  
Anj Petsch, Aron Lipkin, Brian Nalezny, Chris DesRoches, Jana Griffin, Jarret Folley, Janel Farrell, Katie 
Jones, Larry Moran, Mayumi Park, Paul Ragozzino, Tony Sterle, Aria Campbell 
 
CAC members absent:  
Craig Wilson, Jane Schommer, Patrick Smith, Shaelyn Crutchley, Cha’foxey Mitchner 

Staff, consultants, and speakers present:  
MRPB staff included: Colleen O’Dell and Madeline Hudek.  Consultant staff included Nikki Schlepp and 
Allen VanDien from SRF Consulting and James Garrett and Paola Sanchez with 4RM+ULA. 

Approximately 4 members of the public attended the meeting

 
GROUNDING  
Madeline Hudek led the group through a grounding exercise to open the meeting. Meeting attendees 
were then asked to sit down and share with each other their favorite part of fall.  

WORK GROUP REPORT OUTS 
Following the grounding exercise Colleen asked the workgroups to update the rest of the CAC on the 
progress of their work groups:  

Potential New Parks Group  
The potential new parks group updated everyone on 6 new potential park locations. These locations 
included the Former Linden Hills Trolley Path, Linden Yard Site, an additional park within the Stevens 
Square and Whittier neighborhoods, a new park within the Tangletown and Windom neighborhoods, a 
new park within the West Calhoun neighborhood and possible land deeds in the Calhoun-Isles-Dean 
neighborhood. The work group provided detailed notes to share with the rest of the CAC specific to each 
potential new park.  

Naturalization and Recreation Balance Group 
The Naturalization and Recreation Balance Group suggested that there could be a portion of every park 
that is naturalized, and that many of the smaller parks should be converted to natural spaces. Many of 
the large parks have turf areas that aren’t used and could be converted to planting areas. They identified 
that if there is naturalization there needs to be special knowledge for the care takers – these spaces 
aren’t “just let it go” spaces. These spaces may take more training and planning up front, but less care 
overall. They also suggested there could be coordination between groups such as researchers at the U of 
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M to maintain these spaces. Naturalized areas provide benefits of stormwater management, habitat, 
carbon sequestration, air quality, biodiversity, aesthetic enhancements, reduced maintenance and many 
other benefits. The group also provided the CAC detailed notes of their meeting.  

The Partnerships and Expansion Group  
The group identified six subgroups for that could partner with parks to expand and improve. These 
included: 

Corporate Sponsorships 
A summary of corporate sponsorships might include: Allowing corporate sponsorships or advertise them 
more, option of varying levels of park sponsorship with portion of sponsorship going to dedicated park 
or general fund, allow sponsors to provide physical gifts, allow sponsorship of volunteer hours. 

Neighborhoods 
A summary of neighborhood participation might include: provide better access for neighborhood groups 
if they promote the parks mission, allow neighborhoods to rent space in park buildings, park board 
should provide earlier notice to neighborhood organizations concerning capital improvement projects, 
so neighborhoods have time to coordinate responses. 

Soccer 
A closer relationship to soccer organizations would provide insight on how to better arrange parks to 
maximize fields space and consider profit or non-profit partnerships with soccer organizations. 

Schools 
Partnerships with schools would allow better communication of where the highest use parts of parks are 
and where more durable material can be used, identify what the best types of equipment are, what 
additional learning spaces could be implemented. 

Community Groups 
Engage these groups to be involved in facility and event planning. 

Sidewalk recreation Space/Pocket Parks 
Partner with local business to allow for public space in pocket parks and on sidewalks. 

Balance Field Use Group 
The balance field use group was looking at ways to disperse higher quality parks throughout the SW area 
instead of having concentrated types of facilities in certain neighborhoods. 

Equity/Accessibility 
The equity and accessibility group has created a master list of organizations that do social work in 
Minneapolis (homelessness, youth, equity, etc) The goal is to reach out to these organizations to help 
get additional feedback from areas that lacked public engagement meeting attendance. Using the 
identified groups, there may be a wider variety of organizations/stakeholders heard from. 
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DATA PRESENTATION 
Following the Work Group updates Nikki Schlepp with SRF Consulting Group presented the data packets 
which summarized input from public engagement events and online surveying done over the last several 
months. Overall, representatives for the park board recorded public input from over 100 public events 
and conducted on online survey that received over 314 responses as of the beginning of September; 
many more responses still need to be recorded as engagement and surveying will continue into October. 
From the overall data, broad takeaways could be summarized. Approximately 87% of the online survey 
responses came from two adjacent zip codes in the southwest portion of SW Minneapolis. To hear more 
input form other areas, park board representatives attended more public events in areas outside of the 
zip codes where most online responses came from. From the responses at public events, the top five 
recurring responses of what people would like to see at neighborhood parks were: Nature Play, Splash 
Pads, Wading Pools, Urban Agriculture and Climbing Walls.  These responses were collected by event 
attendees placing stickers on pictures of the amenities they would like to see at neighborhood parks. 
The online survey asked participants to share what they would like to see in neighborhood parks and the 
recurring themes from that survey were: Playgrounds, Maintenance, Domed Field, Green Space, and 
Pools. 

CAC members got into small groups and Nikki walked them through the data jam packets which helped 
summarize the data collected. All the “raw” data that was collected from the surveys and events was 
also included in these packets.  

DATA JAM ACTIVITY 
After the overall data was presented by Nikki, CAC members organized into small groups, one group for 
each of the 6 planning zones, and had a chance to read through the overall data packets as well as the 
data packets for their designated planning zone. After reading through the packets, the group was asked 
to write down the recurring themes in each packet on large sheets of paper. After words, the sheets 
were hung on the wall and everyone had a chance to walk around and see what each group wrote 
down. Then, everyone had 3 dot stickers to place next to each theme the felt to be the most important 
or common. Photos of these sheets are attached to this document as appendices.  

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Minneapolis United –Josh Katan – Need for more soccer space for MU united program. The program is 
inclusive to all kids and provides kids positive opportunities to be active and engage in the sport of 
soccer. Minneapolis United has had to turn away over 200 kids each year due to a lock of space.  
 
Paul Forsline –City of skate – lack of maintenance – emphasis on quality vs quantity is a repeated theme. 
How much can the Park board maintain? 
 
QUESTION 
Following public comments, many of the CAC members had some of their own questions, which were 
answered by Colleen. 
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Question: “How does the design process consider splitting up programming across parks to make sure 
one park isn’t being prioritized over others?” 
Answer: “One reason we have a design week is to design these parks holistically. During design week 
designers can collaborate and think about challenges like this as a group, which has shown to produce 
the best design solutions.”  
 
Question: “Will the funding for parks be equal or more/less depending on neighborhood needs?  
Answer: “The Park Board will be using the equity matrices to help decide what parks will take priority 
over others.” 
 
Question: “When are CAC members needed for design week?” 
Answer: “Colleen shared the design week schedule. CAC members were asked to attend CAC #5 on 
Tuesday Nov 13th, and Thursday Nov 15th during the Open House/Studio. 
 
Question: What is the Master Plans role in prioritization for funding?  
Answer: “The master plan is no longer as much involved in the deciding what parks are prioritized for 
funding.” 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND NEXT STEPS 
 
Design week is coming up in November and is when public feedback gets implemented onto two 
concepts. The open house/studio event is a chance for CAC and public to come and meet the designers 
working on the park masterplans. 
 
Upcoming Events 
Community Workshops 
Oct 23, 6:30-8pm, Bryant Square 
Oct 25, 6:30-8pm, Fuller Park 
Oct 29, 6:30-8pm, Pershing Park 
Oct 30, 6:30-8pm, Linden Hills Park 
Nov 8, 6:30-8pm, Location TBA 
 
Design Week 
Nov 13th, CAC #5, Whittier Park 
Nov 14, (in studio design time) 
Nov 15, 6-8pm Public Open House/Studio @MPRB 
Nov 16, (in-studio design wrap up) 
 
 
ADJOURN (8:09 pm) 
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