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Meeting Summary 
Master Plan of Aligned Use and Water Management at Hiawatha Golf Course Property, a part of 
Nokomis-Hiawatha Regional Park 

Focused Session Series One - November 13, 2018 – 6:00pm to 8:00pm 

Hiawatha Golf Course Clubhouse 

Meeting Goal: A venue for MPRB staff to hear from members of the public regarding specific 
themes.  

1. Welcome - 6:00 pm  
Tyler Pederson introduced himself and others from the Park Board attending the meeting. He went 
over the agenda and explained the evening’s exercise.  The community members attending the 
meeting were split into smaller groups of about 5 to 8 people, each group sat at a table with a map 
and comment sheets.  Comments were left on comment sheets and handed in to staff following the 
meeting.  

Golf  
Focused Session Theme A - 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm 

2. Session Summary 
Very encouraging conversations were made between the groups. Consensus between the groups 
was that the course and the course staff are very welcoming to all people and the course is a 
community asset, and beloved by many.  Tee boxes should continue to be marked and signed by 
ability, not gender.  Women’s restroom, locker room, and trophy/plaque facilities should be equal 
to the men’s facilities.  The course is relatively flat and lends nicely to walking, senior golfers, and 
accessibility by more people.  Increasing restroom opportunities on the course is desired by senior 
and women golfers.  Ski trail distances in the area should be maintained and trails enhanced, and 
include snow making.  High school teams play and practice on the course and would like 18-holes.  
Trees that were removed should be replaced, but not limiting playability of the course.  Trees that 
are planted should be native species that support animals and pollinators.  Most golfers in the 
groups requested the MPRB keep 18-holes, though some comments suggested 9-holes or 9-holes 
and a learning center would be OK.  Some comments suggest keeping the course as long (in 
yardage) as possible to accommodate more experience levels, though some comments suggest a 
shorter 18-hole course is OK.  A commenter noted that “everyone needs to compromise.”   

3. Comments 
− *Son golfed at the course because of the workers there. 
− *People come to Hiawatha Golf Course because of the welcoming staff. 
− *Build the course to the average golfer. 
− *Tees should be used based on ability, not gender. 
− *Tees should be the same size, not limiting a beginner golfer to a smaller space with more 

divots. 
− *Additional tee boxes should be installed between the forward tees and the back tees. 
− *The ball washers are always at the men’s tees and not the women’s or forward tees. 
− *Men’s and Women’s course ratings. 
− *Women’s tees are significantly smaller in square footage. 
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− *Why are woman’s trophies and plaques not as prominent as the men’s? 
− *Women’s restroom and locker room facilities are smaller and less convenient than men’s. 
− *Better ques to the edge of the course should be created, rather than a fence. 
− *Keep skiing here. 
− *If you shorten the course, you’ll lose the longer hitters. 
− *Junior or beginner tees way up front. 
− *Two leagues can play the course at the same time when there are 18 holes. 
− *High school teams play here. 
− *Could a 9-hole course and pitch and putt work here? 
− *There have been many lost trees in recent years.  Losses due to flooding and to Emerald 

Ash Borer. 
− *Course needs to be Audubon Certified. 
− *More foraging space and nesting space for animals. 
− *Create a senior friendly course, flat course. 
− *The current driving range can be hard to walk to for older golfers. 
− *There should be more restrooms on the course. 
− *9-holes may restrict size of Men’s and Women’s Clubs. 
− *Don’t lose ski trail length. 
− *Provide uses after dark. 
− *Support learning to ski, and make snow. 
− Create left turn lane on Cedar Ave so people can get to the golf course more easily. 
− Dredge creek through golf course and remove delta where creek enters golf course. 
− Remove weir from creek under walk bridge where creek leaves Lake Hiawatha. 
− Create better signage to be placed at 46th Street and Cedar Avenue to inform public about 

driving range and golf course. 
− Dredge the lake to create a cleaner and better lake for swimming and fishing as well as 

decrease pumping at golf course. 
− Get a plot map that shows the depth of the lake with grids connecting all parts of the lake. 

Easily done with current GPS fish locators that print. 
− Audubon Certification! 
− Be clear about tee boxes and who belongs on each, and not by sex/gender but by 

handicap/experience, include language and signage. 
− Keep fences or something so folks don’t wander onto the course without realizing it is a golf 

course and getting hurt. 
− Keep the course long because it keeps the best players here, and the forward tees work fine 

for the older, younger, less experienced players. 
− 18-holes because there are too many drawbacks to a 9-hole (limits your league size, lose 

your core customers). 
− Plant at least 500 trees! Big variety of native species for course play, animals, pollinators, 

water management, and infiltration, etc. 
− Golf as a youth leads to golf scholarship. 
− People who work here are welcoming. 
− All ages.  Rookies to pros. 
− Trees, Audubon, birds, wildlife. 
− Snow [making] machine. 
− There has been a long history as golf since early 1900’s, so why change it? 
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− Park Board does not appreciate golf. Misinformation at start of process was rampant.  
Some on Park Board view golf as elitist. 

− Strong support for 18-holes of golf. Wide age range, 20’s to 80’s.  All skill levels. 
− Meet people from broader community and this is enjoyable.  Even meet people from out of 

state because of proximity to airport. 
− Clubhouse can be used for other events. 
− Driving range and practice area is on of the best in the Twin Cities. 
− Women’s league is welcoming at Hiawatha. Leads to playing all the time. Affordable $28 

for 2-3 hours. 
− Natural management of land. Care without chemicals and herbicides/pesticides. Golf does 

not have to go away because of management practices. 
− Golf course is a gem in the middle of the city that does not require a t-time. 
− Used a lot to teach kids, IE First Tee has 500 plus kids all summer. 
− Cross-country skiing 120 kids. 
− High school kids use it regularly. 
− Look into Metro Council’s grant process.  Why are certain uses within parks offered grants 

and not golf? 
− Is there anything lacking at Hiawatha Golf Course? People come to play golf. Golf is no 

attached to food culture and that is OK. 
− Affordable. Can play whenever they can. 
− Fencing needed? Yes! Kids are kids.  Some do not have a 10 handicap.  Safety for passersby. 

“Yes!” the fence saved it! 
− History of golf courses. Many in country are on swamp land. 
− There are a lot of 9-hole courses near here, so many lose out to competition if nine-hole.  

And driving range is a must as it is always full. 
− This crucial resource to the South Minneapolis community needs to be maintained and 

upgraded as an 18-hole golf course.  As a flat, walkable course it is perfect for a wide range 
of players, women, seniors, juniors. It is walkable for virtually all players and has been kept 
very affordable.  It is especially important as the host of five high school in South 
Minneapolis. 

− We need our 18-hole golf course to accommodate over 100 high school golfers who will 
have no other alternatives if you close this course.  Transportation would be nearly 
impossible for many to participate at other courses. 

− Upgrade facilities at the course. 
− There is a women’s league here on Thursday evenings.  Very few people know about it.  

Communication from Park Board gravely lacking. 
− Black women’s club of Twin Cities have held practice here. 
− It was mentioned that this course has more youth golfers that other Minneapolis municipal 

courses. 
− There should be scholarships and events. 
− The thought from women is the course is welcoming and they feel comfortable.  
− This is a great course for seniors. It’s easy to walk, affordable, welcoming.  People can 

practice for free. 
− [It is] a gather place for the neighborhood.  
− Fix the benches. You should be able to sit when walking. 
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− This is the golf course of the Junior Bronze.  All high school golf teams practice here.  It 
would be very busy during practice if only 9 holes.  Charles believes there are 100 youth 
practicing.  

− 9 vs. 18 holes: 9 would really cramp the South Minneapolis schools practice time. 
− MPRB needs to market golf to all groups is the thought.   
− Women want more bathrooms. 
− Also, some groups, like women, might want better, more healthy food options. 
− Food trucks at the course, live music. 
− Part of what makes Hiawatha accessible is the land it is on.  It is very flat, easy to walk, and 

affordable due to not having to purchase a cart. 
− Majority of the people at this table support an 18-hole course. 
− As a resident of the neighborhood and an appreciation of the nature and ecosystem, I 

support reducing the golf course to 9 holes and honoring the African American history.   
− Everyone needs to compromise. 
− Priorities: Water, Clean water. Honoring African American history. Maintain golf course as a 

community asset. 
− Women golfers: Build towards the average golfer.  Put in place ability tees rather than 

men’s and women’s tees. Distance of tees for women are generally too long, should be 
5200-5400 (HC 20-40(), 5600-5800 (HC 10-19), 6000-6200 (HC 0-9) yards. Get a course 
rating/slope for all tees (men’s and women’s). Build woman’s tees comparable in size to 
men’s tees (no more mini tees). Remodel bathrooms.  Benches, ball washers on women’s 
tees too. Junior tees. 

− Replant trees. 
− Don’t lose distance on course as golfers are hitting longer, so it would make the course sub-

standard. 
− Welcoming staff, good character. 
− Keep Hiawatha an 18-hole, championship course, with large learning center. 
− Improve food and beverage at the clubhouse.  Hiawatha is an institution! 
− An 18-hole championship golf course is the best way to honor black golfers.  
− Mitigate the city trash pipe. 
− Create a meandering canal across the northern part of the property to handle Minneapolis 

stormwater to reduce trash and phosphorus.  
− KEEP 18 HOLES! Can be shortened to par 70-71 if needed. 

African American History at Minneapolis Golf Courses 
Focused Session Theme B - 7:00 pm to 8:00 pm 

1. Session Summary 
The session started with the introduction of Harry Davis Jr.  His presentation lasted approximately 
45 minutes and concluded with some questions and answers. 

2. Presentation by Harry Davis Jr. 
Mr. Davis started out by introducing himself and giving a brief history of his family. He is a 5th 
generation Minnesotan, over 150 years here.  His family’s cultural heritage is both African American 
and Native American.  His grandfather was Lee Davis, a Winnebago Dakota Sioux and a catcher in 
the old Negro Baseball League with the Kansas City Monarchs.  Though he was an American Indian, 
he played in “Negro Baseball Leagues.”  Harry Davis Sr. was a Hall of Fame coach of boxing and 
founded a local amateur boxing club at the Phyllis Wheatley settlement house in 1943. 
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The location of Hiawatha is an important piece of the African American history of Minneapolis. 
Hiawatha Golf Course was the only course accepting of African Americans; other MPRB courses 
were outside the city limits or not located in areas receptive to black golfers.  Hubert Humphrey was 
the mayor of Minneapolis between 1945 and 1948 and was influential in opening Minneapolis golf 
courses to African Americans.  This made it possible for black golfers to play at Hiawatha and 
compete in tournaments, though they were not allowed in the clubhouse.  

Solomon Hughes was a local golf pro and hero who made great strives for black golfers during an 
era of segregation.  Jimmie Slemmons founded the Bronze Tournament in 1939; the tournament 
was played at multiple public golf courses owned by the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board, 
first at Gross Golf Course (then Armour Golf Course), then at Theodore Wirth Golf Course, and in 
1968 it moved to Hiawatha Golf Course. 

Hiawatha is an institution, not just a golf course.  In 1957 the “Brown Bomber,” former world 
heavyweight boxing champion, Joe Louis won the men’s Upper Midwest Bronze Amateur Golf 
Tournament.  

Mr. Davis went on to talk about some of local influencers who have been instrumental to the 
community who also have a deep history as golfers at Hiawatha:  

Woodson Fountain - He was the first African American pilot hired by Northwest Airlines in 
1969, and also became the first African American to become a Captain on the 727 airplane. 

Earl Bowman - He received a scholarship to play football at Macalester College in 1945, was a 
football player with the Minneapolis Bombers, became a football coach, and history teacher at 
Minneapolis Central High School, and was instrumental in helping many of his students receive 
athletic scholarships to attend, and graduate from college. 

Ed Solomon - He was on the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board and was a strong advocate 
for youth in Minneapolis.  

Bob Sheldon - He can still shoot his age! He is at the course every Tuesday, rain or shine.  His 
swing is like Freddie Haas Jr.  

John Henderson - He is a former star football player with the Minnesota Vikings. 

Al Nuness - He is a former Minnesota Gopher Basketball "Hall of Fame" player. 

John Henry - He is the inventor of the Heads-Up Braking System for use on motorcycle helmets. 

Bob Sheldon spoke for a few minutes and talked about his swing and how he learned by watching 
other golfers.  He talked about how golf shafts were made of oak and when other golfers broke 
their club and threw them away, he took them and made new shafts.  He finds peace at the golf 
course. 

Charles Rogers spoke after Mr. Sheldon and talked about his coaching of school teams, over 100 
student athletes use the course.  He said that a 9-hole course will be difficult to hold the number of 
athletes he has now.  He also said that if the course changes to 9 holes, it’ll never go back to 18.   

Kathryn Kelly had a display of several historical documents that have been carefully gathered by 
her regarding the history of black golfers in Minneapolis.         

3. Comments 
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− Concern was expressed that the MPRB will spend money in St. Louis Park on 
Meadowbrook, but not at Hiawatha. 

− how can they make decisions about our lives?  None of them are golfers and they have 
never even been here. 

− A person asked Mr. Davis about his vision for the golf course.  He replied to not make a big 
change, but to reinvest in the intercity. 

− Dick Yates talked about the course being a great amenity to the community at 144 acres in 
size, and noting nothing else can go there. 

− A person asked about Mr. Davis’s view on 9-holes at Hiawatha.  His response was that 
leagues and handicaps will be affected and there will be less revenue generated. 

− A comment was made about expanding marketing for the course. 
− A request was made to make available the revenue, expenses, and net revenues for MPRB 

golf courses.  Staff response was the numbers will be made available. 
− Someone mentioned the idea of “feature of the week” with articles of history to be 

displayed in the clubhouse. 
− People also stated they did not want a plaque as a type of tribute to history at the course. 
− Someone stated that Solomon Park was a disaster and not a good memorial to Ed 

Solomon, a former Park Board commissioner.  The state of the park is not sending a good 
message about maintenance. 

− Someone asked why there were no commissioners at the meeting.   
− Someone stated that the best tribute would be to keep the course 18-holes. 
− Mr. Davis said the status quo needs to be improved. 
− Money must be spent to be made, with the course improved there is better chances to draw 

golfers from the airport during their layovers. 
− One person said there were too many meetings.  
− Another person said the Park Board should back off and wait to see what happens with the 

USGS study.  
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