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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
The South Service Area Master Plan is the result of 
nearly two years of planning and design by MPRB 

goal throughout the SSAMP process was to go beyond 

the sheer population of the SSAMP and existing MPRB 
resources could not ensure every resident would be 

associated with the SSAMP garnered input and dialog 

changed over the course of the project in response 
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PROJECT TIMELINE

A particular area of change was associated with the 

Early Connect
+

CAC Visioning
+ Phase 1 

Engagement

CAC 1

CAC 4 CAC 5

CAC 6

Inventory
+ 

Analysis
+ 

Data

CAC 2

CAC 3
CAC 7

Initial Concepts
+ Phase 2

Engagement

Preferred
+ Phase 3

Engagement

PUBLIC COMMENT
+ 

APPROVAL

CAC 8

CAC 9 CAC 10
CAC 11

Summer in 
the Parks

Open 
Houses

SSAMP PROCESS

Figure 2.1 - South Service Area Process
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1. EARLY CONNECTIONS & THE CAC 2. INVENTORY, ANALYSIS, & DATA

were:

• 
quality

• 
• 
• 
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3. VISIONING & PHASE 1 COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 4. INITIAL PARK CONCEPTS & PHASE 2 COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT
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5. PREFERRED CONCEPTS & PHASE 3 COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 6. PUBLIC COMMENT ON THE SSAMP DOCUMENT & FINAL 
APPROVAL 

The South Service Area Master Plan was approved by the Board of 
Commissioners on September 28, 2016.
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can be found in Appendix B

KEY FINDINGS: PARK ASSESSMENT
PARK CONDITION ASSESSMENT

• Good - Facilities or site features are in good to 

• Fair - Facilities or site features are in fair 

• Poor - Facilities or site features are in need of 

following categories: 

• 
• 
• 
• Planning Area
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• Site Photos
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GENERAL PARK INFORMATION PARK ACCESS
 ¤ Public Road 

 ¤ Sidewalk

 ¤ Transit Stop

 ¤ Other

PARK USAGE
 ¤ High

 ¤ Moderate

 ¤ Light

 ¤ Rare

ADDRESS:

DATE: TIME:

PARKING
 ¤ Off Street

 ¤ On Street

POTENTIAL IMPROVEMENTS

SEASONAL AMENITIES
 ¤ Spring
 ¤ Summer

 ¤ Fall 
 ¤ Winter

CONTEXT AND DETAILS

Lighting around the skate-park and tennis courts, all bench 

type C’s, all picnic table - Type A’s, erosion around ball fi elds, 

volleyball court and handball court repairs/replacement, 

replace/repair horseshoe pit and workout equipment

Tucked away behind Lake St. E in a quiet residential neighbor-

hood , Brackett Park and recreation center, has many diverse 

amenities. Activities here include softball, Softball, basketball, 

tennis, swimming and an outdoor skate park. But the signature 

landmark is the 35 ft. Return Journey sculpture.

Brackett Park has good walking and biking paths and other pas-

sive amenities like a horseshoe court and several picnic areas., 

or have a picnic.

2728 39TH AVENUE SOUTH

Size:  10.32 Acres
Classifi cation: Neighborhood Park
Planning Area: East

3:15 PMOCT. 14, 2014

BRACKETT *PARK CONDITIONS:   G = GOOD  F = FAIR  P = POORPARK FACILITIES

PARK HISTORY

Amenity / Quantity / G/F/P*

Recreation Center / / -

      Attached Block / 1 / -

Pool Building / 2 / -

Wading Pool / 1 / F

Play Structure #1 / 1 / G

Play Structure #2 / 1 / G

Baseball Field / 1 / F

Softball Field / 4 / F

Tennis Court / 2 / G

Handball / 1 / P

Basketball Court - Full / 2 / F

Volleyball Court / 1 / P

Skate Park / 1 / G

Soccer Field / 1 / P

      Soccer Goal 2 F

Horseshoe Pit / 2 / P

Workout Equipment / 2 / P

Bench - Type A / 11 / G

Bench - Type B / 2 / G

Amenity / Quantity / G/F/P*

Bench - Type C / 9 / P

Bench - Type G / 2 / F

Picnic Table - Type A / 5 / P

Picnic Table - Type A (ADA) / 1 / P

Picnic Table - Type B / 1 / F

Picnic Table - Type D (ADA) / 3 / F

Picnic Table - Type D child / 2 / G

Bike Rack - Type C / 11 / G

Bike Pump / 1 / G

Drinking Fountain / 1 / G

Charcoal Grill / 3 / P

Chess Table - square / 1 / P

Trash - new standard / 13 / G

Recycling - new standard / 15 / G

Pedestrian Light / 5 / F

Athletic Field Light / 6 / G

Public Art / 1 / N/A

Path / N/A / G

Name: The park was referred to as the Short Line Playground 

for its proximity to the railroad tracks from the time it was 

designated for acquisition on November 16, 1921 until it was 

formally named George A. Brackett Field on January 17, 1923.

George Brackett was one of the original park commissioners 

appointed in the legislation that created the park board in 1883. 

He was then elected to serve another three year term. Brackett 

was one of the most public-spirited of all early leaders of the 

city, serving as mayor, councilman and the city’s fi rst fi re chief. 

He was among the handful of people who had pushed for 

years for the city to acquire parks and helped lead the cam-

paign to gain approval of the park act during the referendum of 

1883. Brackett was also a leader in founding several charities 

in Minneapolis. In 1885, the governor of Minnesota appointed 

Brackett to a fi ve-member commission to acquire land for a 

state park at Minnehaha Falls. When the legislature did not 

have the money to buy the land around the falls for the park, 

Brackett secured temporary private fi nancing to ensure the 

acquisition could be completed.

Acquisition and Development: Brackett Field, a portion 

of which was still unplatted at the time, was designated for 

acquisition November 16, 1921. Awards for condemning the 

land for the park amounted to nearly $35,000. The entire cost 

of the acquisition and initial improvements, a combined cost of 

almost $92,000, was assessed against neighborhood property 

for payment over ten years.

Improvements to the playground park began almost immedi-
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KEY FINDINGS: DEMOGRAPHICS
DEMOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS • 

• 

• 

The South Service Area is more diverse than 
the City of Minneapolis. 

• 

• Forecasts predict population will continue to 

• 

OVERVIEW
The total population for the SSA underwent 
minimal growth of approximately 2.4%, from 
126,856 in 2010 to 129,881 in 2014.

• 

• 

• 

• Population of the SSA is projected to gradually 

Approximately 52% of total SSA households 
are represented as families.  

• 

• 

state and national averages
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Figure 2.2 - South Service Area Quick Facts

Demographic data used for the analysis was obtained from U.S. Census Bureau and from Environmental Systems Research Institute, Inc. (ESRI), the largest research and development organization 

2010 Censuses, and estimates for 2014 and 2019 as obtained by ESRI.

SUMMARY
• 

require the Organization to pay close attention 
to this service area in future planning due to the 

• 

senior population has adequate recreational 

• 

and exceptional service delivery that focus on 

• 
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KEY FINDINGS: TRENDS
TRENDS ANALYSIS
The Trends Analysis provides an overview of the 

including:

• 

Topline Participation Report
• 

Participation Study
• 

Natural Resources 
• 

OVERVIEW
In general, Americans are shifting towards 
healthier and more active lifestyles.  

• 

• 

• 
• 

Minnesotans are engaged in most general 

higher than the national average.
• 

• 

SSA TOP TRENDS

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

SSA Residents are 17%-40% more likely to 
participate in the following activities when 
compared to the national average:
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SUMMARY
• 

are expected to continue for the foreseeable 

• 
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KEY FINDINGS: UTILIZATION
UTILIZATION ANALYSIS

the South Service Area in order to help understand what 

When comparing utilization rates, a number of 
considerations are important to keep in mind:

• 

• 

• 

METHODOLOGY
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Facility Type
Total Hours
Reserved

Total Hours
Available

Utilization
Rate

Ice Rink 9,177 22,997 39.91%
Soccer Field (Youth) 4,801 36,206 13.26%
Football Field 723 8,946 8.08%
Soccer Field (Adult) 257 5,112 5.03%
Tennis Court 3,395 68,560 4.95%
Baseball/Softball Field (Adult) 2,544 53,655 4.74%
Baseball/Softball Field (Youth) 3,911 114,648 3.41%
Playground 238 15,330 1.55%
Amphitheater/Outdoor Theatre 54 5,110 1.06%
Wading Pool 14 1,278 1.06%
Picnic Area/Pavilion/Shelter 163 20,440 0.80%
Basketball Court 202 26,828 0.75%
Multi Use Field 9 1,278 0.70%
Horseshoe Pit 16 3,833 0.42%
Volleyball 13 6,388 0.20%

FACILITY TYPE COMPARISON

although a portion of the utilization can be attributed 

underscores the need for stronger procedures and 

Other facility types have lower utilization rates due to 

Figure 2.3 - Utilization Rates by facility
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PARK COMPARISON

Park
Total Hours
Reserved

Total Hours
Available

Utilization
Rate

Currie Park 1,367 2,981 45.84%
East Phillips Park 1,680 7,648 21.97%
McRae Park 2,700 15,280 17.67%
Phelps Field Park 941 7,631 12.33%
Corcoran Park 467 4,667 10.01%
Hiawatha School Park 1,673 16,914 9.89%
Stewart Park 902 11,463 7.87%
Keewaydin Park 291 4,650 6.25%
Bossen Field 2,008 32,347 6.21%
Powderhorn Park 2,582 42,959 6.01%
Pearl Park 2,732 49,210 5.55%
Longfellow Park 1,496 27,559 5.43%
Matthews Park 2,037 38,187 5.33%
Lake Hiawatha Park 1,521 31,002 4.91%
Sibley Park 1,375 28,768 4.78%
Lake Nokomis Park 1,216 39,586 3.07%
Peavey Field Park 186 6,388 2.91%
Morris Park 199 11,038 1.80%
Brackett Field Park 145 12,332 1.17% Figure 2.4 - Utilization Rates by Park
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PARK UTILIZATION MAPS

green icon colors correspond with the top third highest 

represented by red icon colors correspond with the 

Figure 2.5 - Utilization Rates Overview
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RECOMMENDATION & ADOPTION
This section is forthcoming upon adoption
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