
The weather was cold and sunny. The meeting was held in the Bryant Square Park Recreation 
Center. Deb Bartels, project manager with MPRB Planning, and  Harlan Lehman, Minnesota 
Wisconsin Playgrounds, presented.  
 
Diana Boegemann (CARAG Board President) and Scott Engel (CARAG Coordinator).  The nine 
other attendees were from the neighborhood. 
 
This is the third of three meetings scheduled with the community to discuss improvements at 
Bryant Square Park (BSP).  The building, pool, and playground each have a budget and funds 
cannot be transferred between the three projects.  
 
Building Improvements: 

1. MPRB staff is still working on documents for a bid on the re-roofing of the Rec Center.   
2. We have a firm bid for the furnace replacement for $62,412.  MPRB staff would like to 

hold 10% contingency ($6,241) in case unknown conditions are discovered during 
construction.  The bid does NOT include air conditioning.  However, if funds are 
available in the Building Improvement budget after the roof, flooring, and furnaces are 
replaced, air conditioning would be the next priority funded. 

3. The cost estimate to remove and replace the exterior drinking fountain on the south 
wall of the Rec Center is $800 (removal) + $6,848 or $800 (removal) + $8,165 

4. The cost to remove and replace five soffit lights at the five mosaic is $6,426.63 
 
Pool: 

1. There is a public hearing to approve the concept for the wading pool at MPRB 
headquarters at 6:30 pm on April 20.  Deb encouraged community to attend and share 
their views on the project with MPRB Commissioners 

2. Community is still very interested in salvaging and reinstalling the concrete dolphin 
currently in the pool.  Deb will check in to the cost and constraints.  

3. Deb mentioned that some contamination was found in the soils under the building and 
that more environmental testing will be done. 

4. CARAG has agreed to provide a shade structure and water features in the pool.  The bid 
will also include an ADD alternate for upgrading black vinyl-coated chain link fencing to 
ornamental iron.  MPRB does not have the funds for this upgrade, but the bid will 
provide CARAG with the information it needs to make a decision on whether to fund 
this.  



 
Playground: 

1. Harlan Lehman of Minnesota-Wisconsin Playgrounds presented the preferred concept 
for the two play containers (ages 2-5 and ages 5-12). 

2. Preferred color scheme shown – bronze posts, spring green accents (guardrails), sky 
blue plastic elements (slides etc), gray decks. Meeting attendees had no objections. 

3. The new design has doubled the number of swings, based on requests from the 
community.  There was some discussion about reducing the number of swings from six 
to four in the 5-12 container; the group approved six.  

4. The meeting participants generally liked the 5-12 playground design.  They discussed the 
number and style of net structures (there are three in the design) and finally agreed to 
keep the design as is.   

5. Deb presented a new concept for Age 2-5 play container that kept the five swings (two 
buckets, two Expression swings, and one adaptive swing).  In this new fourth concept, 
the play equipment was replaced with sand and water play  (a water pump and dry 
stream bed) and a mound covered with poured-in-place rubber (PIP) with a slide built 
into the hillside.  The concept also included an ant hill and a log crawl.  The meeting 
participants objected to the mound because of the odor of rubber and the slippery 
surface when the PIP pores fill with sand.  After discussion it was agreed that the mound 
would be replaced by an age-appropriate play structure with steps, a slide, and two 
decks with a bridge between.  The participants wanted to keep both the Log Crawl and 
Ant Hill, if possible.  Mn Wi Playgrounds will modify the plans and keep both, if space 
and the budget permit.  The perspective drawing will NOT be modified, but the plan will 
be.  Deb will post the new plan on the web and will prepare another annotated drawing 
that shows the revised elements and plan. 

6. There will be sand surfacing in the Age 2-5 container and Engineered Wood Fiber in the 
Age 5-12 play container. 

7. Rec Plus kids liked the concepts:  they had hoped for a 30’ high deck, a skate board park, 
and a bungee jump.  They expressed a desire to keep the dinosaur and the dolphin.    

8. The project schedule was discussed.  If the Board approves the concept for the design in 
early May, Harlan thinks that the playground construction can begin in mid-August (he 
will have to schedule with their installer).  The most weather-sensitive part of the 
construction is the PIP access routes to the play equipment.  The PIP is the last item to 
be installed and needs nighttime temperatures greater than 50 degrees F to cure 
properly.  The PIP also needs a concrete base which is a fall hazard until the PIP is 
installed.  If the concrete is poured for the access routes, but nighttime temps do not 
stay above 50 degrees F, then the playground will have to remain fenced over the 
winter and spring months, until nighttime temperatures warm sufficiently.  

9. Deb will schedule a second public hearing (for the playground concept approval) in May.  


