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Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board 

2117 West River Road 
Minneapolis, MN 5541

612-230-6400 

Ridgway Parkway Trail Improvements Project 

 
MEETING MINUTES:  Public Open House, held at Windom Park Citizens in Action meeting 

Meeting Date:   January 15, 2013 at 7:00pm to 9:00pm 

Location:   Pillsbury School, 2251 Hayes St. NE, Minneapolis, MN 

Attendees:   Over 30 attendees, including: MPRB Commissioner Liz Wielinski; Andrew Caddock, 
MPRB;  Jay Hartman, St. Anthony;  Todd Hubmer, WSB Engineers; Karl Weissenborn, 
KEW Consulting Services, Inc.   

Recorder:    Karl Weissenborn, consultant  

Meeting discussion included:   

1. Windom Park Community Involvement Association (WPCiA) chairs opened the meeting   

2. MPRB presentation:  Andrew Caddock, MPRB staff, presented the preliminary concept options for 
the proposed Ridgway Parkway 12’ Share-Use Path layout, the potential future Anthony Blvd. 12’ 
Shared-Use Path layout, and the proposed Ridgway Overlook Improvements.   

3. Questions asked from the audience after Andrew’s presentation:   

General questions were asked regarding the status of the planted prairie relative to the trail and 
overlook project. Staff Response: The design of the trail and overlook will seek to minimize impact 
to the prairie. Construction activities will be limited to only those areas necessary to construct the 
trail and overlook. Throughout the project area, all areas disturbed by construction will be 
restored to existing conditions. Prairie areas will be restored to prairie, and mowed turf areas will 
be restored to mowed turf.  (Note added October 9, 2013) 

Question 1:  What is the link to the Diagonal Trail?  Are there unsafe crossings of New Brighton 
Blvd. being created to access the Ridgway Pkwy Trail?   

 Answer:  The Diagonal Trail will be accessed from the inplace north/south spur connection 
with the intersection at the traffic signal.  Our project will not touch New Brighton Blvd.   

Q. 2:  Who has jurisdiction responsibility for maintenance of the trails?   

 A:  The MPRB will be responsible for maintenance of all trails placed on their right of way. 
For potential future trails in SAV right of way, maintenance agreements will be drafted 
consistent with City and Park Board policies.  

Q. 3:  Has there been consideration to impacts of the light pollution from the recent new 
construction across 35W to the south?  Is screening possible?   
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 A:  The project team has not studied this, but will evaluate if planting is viable to strike a 
balance to mitigate intrusive lighting.   

Q. 4:  During rush hour traffic, some back-ups occur along St. Anthony Blvd. from the traffic lights 
at 35W – is this a problem for the trail crossing?   

 A:  A traffic analysis was performed by the project team.  The results indicate that a traffic 
signal and/or flashing crossing light at the Ridgway Pkwy/St. Anthony Blvd. intersection are 
not warranted.  The crossing will have pavement markings and signage. This design 
response is supported by the project’s Technical Advisory Committee.   

Q. 5: Where did the idea for project come from?  How was it initiated?    

 A:  The project was identified by in the MPRB’s 2008 Development Study.  It creates a 
connection to the greater MPRB system, it is an easy piece to put in place, and it is the first 
implementation from the 2008 Development Study’s recommendations.   

Q. 6: Where is funding coming from?   

 A:  The project is funded by an earmark from Representative Keith Ellison.  It does not 
detract from any other MPRB projects or regular funding.   

Q. 7: How can we further study the proposed design and how can we and others offer comments 
and feedback?   

 A:  We are taking feedback now and after the meeting.  All the presented information will 
also be posted on the MPRB website after this meeting for review and comment.   

Q. 8: What is the connectivity of this trail with the surrounding trail system?  Could a trail 
alignment run along Walnut Street to the east, then north/south along the east property 
line of the golf course (along old Highcrest Road) to connect with the stub-end of Diagonal 
Trail to get to County Road C?   

 A:  The proposed trail alignment along St. Anthony Blvd. fulfills the purpose of joining with 
the Diagonal Trail.  Other potential future connections outside of Minneapolis or St. 
Anthony could be addressed by those communities in the future.   

4. The WPCiA continued their meeting agenda.  Andrew and Karl stayed through the end of the 
meeting and met with several citizens to answer their questions.   


