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Community Advisory Committee (CAC) Meeting # 2 

Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board 
Southwest Service Area Master Plan (SWsamp) 
 
June/18th/2018, 6:00 – 8:00pm 
Armatage Recreation Center  
 
CAC members present:  
Anj Petsch, Chris DesRoches, Jane Schommer, Janel Ferrel, Larry Moran, Patrick Smith, Brian Nalezny,  
Paul Ragozzino, Craig Wilson, Katie Jones, Jane Schommer, Jana Griffin, Tony Sterle, Shaelyn Crutchley 
 
CAC members absent: Aron Lipkin, Cha’foxey Mitchner, Jarrett “Jay” Folley, Kayla Mark, Mayumi Park  
 
Approximately 6 members of the public attended the meeting. 

 
Staff, consultants, and speakers present:  
Colleen O’Dell (MPRB), Madeline Hudek (MPRB), Radious Guess (MPRB), Leslie Vinson (MPRB), Tyrese 
Lindsey (MPRB), Nikki Schlepp (Consultant-SRF), Allen VanDien (Consultant-SRF), Meg Forney (MPRB 
Commissioner) 
 
1. INTRODUCTIONS 

The Community Advisory Committee (referred to in this document as CAC) was called to order at 
6:05 pm by Brian Nalezny, the CAC Chair. The CAC members were all asked to introduce themselves 
and share which neighborhood or association they were from and representing. Following the CAC 
introductions were introductions from the guest attendees, Minneapolis Park Board Staff, and 
Consultant Team. 

 
Following introductions, CAC members shared some of their thoughts and observations from the 
recent SWsamp park tour: 

 
- People looking to have fields/courts resurfaced and repaired 
- It was helpful to talk to the people who were there working or connected to these parks 
- Tour emphasized this is about all the parks in the SW not just specific ones (wholistic 

approach) 
- Thankful we started with Thomas Lowry Park immediately followed by Steven Square. These 

two parks are representative of the SW service area park spectrum. 
 

2. WARM UP EXERCISE 
Madeline led the CAC in a quick warm up exercise.  The CAC arranged themselves into 4 small 
groups and were asked to match photos to the corresponding SW park. No group was able to get 
them all correct, exemplifying the range of parks in the SW and familiarity of with other 
neighborhoods parks.  
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3. GROUNDING AND NAME 5 EXERCISE 
Radious led attendees through a quick grounding exercise which asked participants to move and 

stretch in restorative poses. Then she led the “Name 5” Exercise. The Name 5 Exercise asked attendees 
to: 

1. Name 5 prominent Americans 
2. Name 5 prominent female Americans 
3. Name 5 prominent male Americans 
4. Name 5 prominent African Americans 
5. Name 5 prominent Asian Americans 
6. Name 5 prominent European Americans 
7. Name 5 prominent Latino/Hispanic Americans 
8. Name 5 prominent Native Americans 
9. Name 5 prominent Americans with Disabilities 
10. Name 5 prominent Americans over the age of 65 
11. Name 5 Self-Identified LGBT Americans 
12. Name 5 prominent Muslim Americans 

Following the exercise, Radious asked the group to share how they defined “prominent”. Some 
answers included:  
 
“people who are recognized by a large audience”; “famous people”; “influential people” 

 
The exercise suggested that there are many prominent people in our own backyard and lives. These 
are people that might be considered to assist in local community efforts. 

 
4. CAC MEETING NORMS 

Following the Grounding Exercise, Madeline and Colleen referred the group to characteristics past 
CAC groups decided to abide by in their meetings. They asked the group to suggest their own norms.  
The CAC group suggested: 
 

1. Speak from your experience 
2. Begin with intros, grounding 
3. Stay on task 
4. Provide framework for discussion 
5. Assume good intentions 
6. Keep disagreements about issue not personal 
7. Differing opinions are natural 
8. Stay on topic and on time 
9. Listen to one another/do not interrupt 
10. Cell phones on silent/put away 
11. Recap past meetings 
12. Step up and step back – if you normally speak, step back and listen. If you don’t speak, 

step up. 
 
5. WORK GROUPS 
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Work groups have been used in past CACs to allow CAC members to address hot topic parks and 
issues in a deeper way. CAC and public attendees were encouraged to think about certain parks 
and/or programs that may need more attention than others in the SW service area. Some notable 
work groups that were suggested are listed below.  Any discussion regarding specific work groups is 
captured in the bullet lists immediately below the work group title. 
 
Field Mixes – How to better coordinate field (athletic) types and schedules 
 
Naturalized Spaces – Rec Enhancement - How to balance nature and recreation in parks.  

• Caution not to silo natural and recreational typologies. Should this be park-based?  
Kenwood Park was an example. 

• Perhaps creating a definition of these two terms might help to better understand 
everyone's expectations and definitions. 

 
Kenwood Park – To discuss the park-specific balance of naturalized spaces and recreation 
enhancement  
 
Balancing types of recreation - (trail/solo use vs team/organized sports) 
 
Potential New Parks – given increase in population and MPLS 2040 planned density increases, where 
can new parks be formed? 
 
Partnership expansion – identifying possible public/private partnerships within the community and 
parks. (Businesses, community groups, institutions etc.) 
 
Maintenance/upkeep – Many times facilities are out of order or not available for use. This group 
may look at ways to keep facilities open year-round/better communicate why they are not available 
during certain times (i.e. restrooms, showers, drinking fountains). 
 
Year-round programming/leveraging spaces for year-round use – identifying how parks can be 
programmed to have more use throughout the year. 
 
Park Accessibility/equity – identifying parks that may need better accessibility, are not as inclusive to 
their neighborhoods, opportunities/locations for new parks. 

 
6. DISCUSSION 

Following the work group activity, discussion began to form around other issues that led to 
questions being asked by CAC members. They included: 
 
• Are all the parks really within a 5-minute walk of residents?  (Around 95% of residents, yes) 
 
• How will the Mpls 2040 plan effect our parks in 20+ years? (Increased development will mean 

increased park dedication money generated which must be spent on new park amenities in the 
same neighborhood) 

 
• Will an increase in density, especially in the portion of the SW service area closer to downtown 

mean a decrease in park accessibility? (Ability to access a park won't change, but parks will be 
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more heavily used. Accessibility could increase if park dedication fees are used to build new 
parks) 

 
• How will up-zoning/dramatic increase in population impact needs for park space/amenities? (As 

density increases, so does the need for park and open space, especially for multi-family dwellings 
because these folks often don't have their own yards for recreation) 

 
 
Colleen and Nikki responded that the next step from the consultant side is to do the deeper dive 
into the demographic data and a service area analysis which will include considering the levels of 
services provided. This will be a focus of the next CAC meeting. 
 
Meg Forney (MPRB board member) addressed the CAC at this point and mentioned that the Board 
will be discussing the Mpls 2040 plan in relationship to parks and park impacts soon and that there 
will be an opportunity for community members to be present at that upcoming meeting. 
 

 
7. STAKEHOLDERS 

Nikki Schlepp presented the existing land use and demographic maps to the CAC. The mapping 
began to show general geographic patterns of the SW’s demographics of age, race, language, and 
income. 
 
Colleen then led the CAC in a stakeholder exercise.  In the previous meeting, the CAC group 
identified a collection of Stakeholders in the SW service area which included: 
 
Animals, Athletes, Children, Criminals, Grandchildren, Homeless, New Immigrants, People with 
Disabilities, People with low income, Politicians, Queer people of color, Renters, Seniors, Teenagers 
 
Colleen led an activity to identify additional park stakeholders by asking attendees to further 
identify stakeholders, particularly in the categories of:  
 
Play, Work, Environmental Benefits, Health, Sustenance, Safety, Relaxation, Rejuvenation and 
Connection. 
 
CAC members and public broke into small groups to brainstorm and identify and expand upon 
stakeholders for each category. Each group then walked around and reviewed each other’s work. 
This exercise helped everyone think about: 
 
Who else uses the parks?  
Who isn’t using the parks but could be? 
Who else is interested in Minneapolis Parks? 
 
Refer to the Attachment A for notes from this exercise. 
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8. DISCUSSION 
 

Following the stakeholder exercise the CAC had a small discussion and asked the following questions: 

How can we better utilize technology to market the events and messages about the SW plan?  
 
This question was asked to spark discussion on how to better market events and progress of the SW 
service area master plan efforts to the public. Madeline shared the interactive mapping tool she created 
to help people find what outreach events staff have attended and plan to attend, as well as where they 
are happening.   
CAC members were asked to contact Colleen if they could help staff any of the events or if they knew of 
other events that would be good to attend.  CAC members were also encouraged to spread the word via 
social media to promote events and meetings.  Now that the consultant is on board with the project, an 
additional engagement and communications strategy is being worked on to further the reach.   
 
9. PUBLIC COMMENT 
Josh Katan, President, Minneapolis United: Minneapolis United, Youth Soccer Program, needs more 
space to allow more kids to be playing in their program. This summer they had to turn 200 kids down 
because there wasn’t enough playing space. 

Ben Rasmussen, Resident:  Many of the parks receive so much activity, that within a couple weeks the 
turf is gone, and the kids are playing on dirt. Perhaps, synthetic turf should be considered in some 
locations, as it is cheap and would allow better and longer playing conditions for kids.  
 
Gregg Olson, Executive Director, Minneapolis United: MPRB has their own sports programs, and more 
attention gets put towards those “in season” sports such as baseball than other growing sports/out of 
season sports. There is just as many out of season sport participant than in season sports. Future SW 
area parks need to consider these growing sports and what other sports and activities may be more 
popular in future years. 
  
Scott Oreschnick, Resident, Skate/Snowboard Business Owner: Parks provide insufficient space and 
attention to the skateboarding community. The skate community is inclusive to kids and adults alike. 
Skate parks are self-monitoring, low maintenance and more sustainable than other sport facilities. 
Current skateparks at city parks do not create inclusive experiences for differing levels of skateboarders. 
The SW Master Plan should consider improving skateboarding programs.   
 
Katie Anthony, Resident:  There is an opportunity for partnerships with non-profits, schools and parks. 
Excited about creative uses for parks besides traditional recreation. Parks can strengthen neighborhood 
relationships. It’s important to keep representing the minority stakeholders that can’t be at our 
meeting. 
 

https://minneapolisparks.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/index.html?appid=398b2ee908db4e3d9b0d35e2b657955b
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10. ANNOUNCEMENTS AND NEXT STEPS 
CAC Homework 
- Review demographic mapping  
- Send 3 images of park elements you’d like to see more of in SW parks 

 
ADJOURN (8:13 pm) 
 

Attachments: 
Attachment A : Stakeholder Exercise Notes 
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