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Wirth Park 
Adventure and Welcome Center 
 
Project Advisory Committee Meeting #1 
December 2, 2014 
3:00 – 4:30 
Offices of HGA 
 
PAC Attendees:   

Dave Bryan, Loppet Foundation 
Robert Dwyer, Friends of Par 3 
Eric Eckman, City of Golden Valley 
Paul Kieffer, Theodore Wirth Golf Club 
Shelby Kieffer, Wirth golfer 
Alissa D. Luepke Pier, community member/architect 
Bill Moore, Wirth golfer/Par 3 club house 
Virginia Rootes, Wirth golfer 
Beth Rubin, Wirth golfer/golf league organizer 
Gary Sjoquist, Minnesota High School Cycling League 
Steve Weeks, community member/architect 

 
Consultant/Staff Attendees: Steven Dwyer, Ross Altheimer, Dan Yudchitz, Erica Christensen (HGA); Kevin 
Norby (Herfort Norby Golf Course Architects); Adam Arvidson (MPRB) 
 
 
M E E T I N G   N O T E S 
 
Adam Arvidson provided a project introduction, with the following key points: 

• The project will build a multi-purpose building and new/revised/relocated venues for cross 
country skiing, mountain biking events, snowboarding, and snow tubing. 

• The project will be generally located in the vicinity of the Par-3 parking lot and building 
• The project will require revision of the back 9 of the main Wirth golf course, specifically the 

elimination of existing holes 17 and 18. 
• Two consultants have been engaged as project designers: HGA will work on the building and 

site; Herfort Norby will work on golf course revisions. 
•  Two main committees will guide the project: the PAC will meet periodically and provide 

expertise to inform decision-making; the Project Management Team, composed of staff from 
MPRB and the Loppet Foundation, will meet more frequently and will lead design decision-
making on the project 

• A general project schedule was distributed and is attached to this meeting summary 
 
 
Ross Altheimer of HGA presented general site concepts (see attached presentation).  The following 
were raised and discussed: 

• Concept A: the ski trail could go behind Par 3 hole #5 rather than over the green 
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o Ross reminded the group that this is very conceptual level design and, in particular, 
exact locations of ski trails outside the adventure center area are not completely 
accurate 

• A clarification that the yellow areas shown around the conceptual ski stadia represent the 
total use area for the stadia.  When not configured as stadia, this area is used for instruction 
and training 

• How does the proposed revised snowboarding hill overlap with the new 18 green and 
fairway? 

o The proposed location of the new 18 is farther north than the proposed snowboard 
hill.  The new 18 green would be on the flat area northeast and below the 
snowboard area.  There would be no overlap between these uses. 

• Concept D: the group in general had major concerns about parking on the opposite side of 
the roadway from the new center.  This led to a lengthy discussion around several design 
concepts and functional considerations.  The general consensus, however, was that efforts 
must be made to keep parking on the same side of the parkway as the AWC. Specifically, it 
was felt that people will not use a bridge in this location; we must assume they will cross at-
grade even if there is a bridge 

• Concern was raised about the amount of parking and its impact on the aesthetic of the 
parkway.  In addition, it was raised that MPRB should be making efforts to get people out of 
their cars.  Some ideas on this topic included: 

o Consider transit connection directly to the AWC.  A bus route currently stops at the 
chalet. Can this be extended? 

o Consider vegetating the parking lot to create buffers 
o Ensure that views to the new AWC are maintained, with parking off to the side.  The 

AWC building should be the focal point, not the parking lot. 
o Can parking slide to the west (toward par 3 hole #2), to pull away from the building? 
o Can parking be broken up into smaller lots, to reduce visual impact? 
o It is important to improve the pedestrian experience between bus stops at the 

chalet and the possible light rail station at Plymouth Avenue 
• Is it possible to rethink where mountain bike event trails will go? Perhaps behind the Par 3 

course? 
• Currently there is no practice facility (driving range) at Wirth.  Is there any way to 

incorporate this item? 
o A driving range is proposed in the Wirth Master Plan nearer the chalet; a driving 

range is not included in the scope of the AWC project 
• Concepts A and B, which show stadia overlapping with the Par 3 course, are not satisfactory. 

These concepts show stadia on top of both greens and tees for hole #1, and trail impacts to 
other holes.   

o MPRB staff agreed that these are not satisfactory at this point, and the consultant 
team is working to develop these concepts further, to try and eliminate overlap.  
MPRB suggested a brief meeting with the golf working group (members of the PAC 
that represent golfing interests) to discuss some concepts currently being explored. 
Adam will set up this meeting in the coming weeks. 

 
Steven Dwyer and Dan Yudchitz of HGA presented a few case studies and also some general building 
concepts.  The following were raised and discussed: 

• Does the building have to be long and thin?  Is that a pre-determined form? 
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o Not necessarily, but it does maximize light penetration into the building.   
• Ensure sight lines between building’s ticket counter and the first tee of the par 3 course.  

This is necessary to ensure smooth starts and to prevent people from using the golf course 
or disc golf course without paying. 
o The designers noted that this is an important consideration, but many site elements are 

still in flux. 
• A desire for a covered golf cart parking area was expressed. 
• The designers should be careful how the drop-off circle is handled, as this could be an 

undesirable foreground for the building. 
• It was felt that the café space should be better than a coffee shop with prepared food.  A 

venue like Sea Salt should be considered, to create a marquis offering in this building. 
 
 
N E X T    M E E T I N G S 
 
Community Events 
Early February 
Location, dates, and times to be determined 
 
PAC #2 
Late February 
Date and time to be determined 
 
 
A T T A C H M E N T S 
 

• General project schedule overview 
• HGA design presentation 


