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5 EIS Process, Content, and Exhibits 

5.1 Draft and Final Environmental Impact Statements 
The recent SW LRT process began with a comprehensive analysis of alternative corridors, the results of 
which form the basis for the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS). For the DEIS, only about 
10% of the engineering design is completed, so we don’t know how much detail there will be on 
potential impacts on Minneapolis parks and park users.  
 
As noted above, the federal process for the DEIS welcomes comments on the contents. MPRB’s input 
will be via a formal Comment Letter that will be developed from the CAC recommendations. 
(Individuals wishing to submit personal comments on any DEIS section may do so following the process 
explained at www.southwesttransitway.org.)  
 
To protect the MPRB’s long-term interests, the Park Board focused the CAC’s work on outcomes – 
what’s important to protect, preserve, and support with regard to historical, cultural, visual, recreational, 
social, environmental, and safety issues for Minneapolis parks and park users.  
 
When the Metropolitan Council begins preparing the Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) in 
2011, they are required to formally respond to the issues addressed in the MPRB’s Comment Letter, 
along with all other comments. 
 
Concurrent with the FEIS will be “preliminary engineering,” at about the 30% level. This will 
specifically address ways to avoid, minimize, or mitigate identified impacts. By focusing the MPRB’s 
DEIS Comment Letter on outcomes rather than on detailed mitigation ideas, the Park Board focuses the 
Metropolitan Council’s design response on the long-term needs.  
 
There will be a similar, formal, public comment period on the FEIS, and the MPRB expects to also 
participate in that effort.  

5.2 FEIS Exhibits 
To help CAC members understand the role of DEIS Comment Letters and the types of response 
different letters generate, we reviewed a number of examples from fairly recent projects around the 
country. Beginning on the next page are excerpts we found relevant to the CAC’s work. Note that the 
resolution of these depends on that of the original documents online – and many are quite poor. We have 
included source links for each of these if you wish to explore this information in more depth.  
 
 Bay Area Rapid Transit (BART): http://www.bart.gov/about/projects/wsx/environmental.aspx  
 Washington DC: http://www.dullesmetro.com/community/impact_report.cfm 
 Houston: http://www.metrosolutions.org/go/doc/1068/112145/ 
 Denver: http://www.rtd-fastracks.com/gl_116 
 Honolulu: http://www.honolulutransit.org/library/ 
 New Jersey: http://www.arctunnel.com/pdf/feis/04_10_appendix_4_10_feis.pdf 
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5.3 Bay Area Rapid Transit (BART), Warm Springs Extension (Letter 11) 
This is a fairly standard, simple Comment Letter seeking clarification about flood storage capacity; note 
response more detailed than question. Source: 
http://www.bart.gov/about/projects/wsx/environmental.aspx 
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5.4 Bay Area Rapid Transit (BART), Warm Springs Extension (Letter 17) 
This letter addresses historic areas (geology) and environmental issues; note the changes included in the 
response letter. Source: http://www.bart.gov/about/projects/wsx/environmental.aspx 
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5.5 Bay Area Rapid Transit (BART), Warm Springs Extension (Letter 25)  
This letter is generally objecting to this light rail extension and harm to parklands and residences. Note 
response directs commenter back to specific sections of the DEIS, illustrating the importance of linking 
comments directly to DEIS content. Source: http://www.bart.gov/about/projects/wsx/environmental.aspx 
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5.6 Bay Area Rapid Transit (BART), Warm Springs Extension (Letter 10) 
This letter excerpt is from the perspective of a community that actively supports the extension, but still 
challenges some of the DEIS contents and conclusions. See especially letter sections 4.9 on parks and 
recreation and 4.13 on noise and vibrations, and response excerpt sections 10-18 through 10-31.  
Source: http://www.bart.gov/about/projects/wsx/environmental.aspx 
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<Excerpt: Response to Comment Letter 10> 
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5.7 Honolulu High Capacity Transit Corridor Project  
This letter addresses a wide variety of issues including historic preservation, aquatics, forestry, wildlife, 
and state parks, resulting in some significant adjustments as explained in the response letter. Source: 
http://www.honolulutransit.org/library/  
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5.8    Honolulu High Capacity Transit Corridor Project  
This letter from the National Park Service addresses a variety of impacts including visuals and noise, 
and the response indicates that as a result the project completed additional technical work and made 
some adjustments. Source: http://www.honolulutransit.org/library/. 
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