
 

The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) is renovating and expanding the Phillips Community Center to 

restore a pool closed since 2008, and construct a new pool. When it opens in 2018, the new Phillips Aquatics Center will 

serve as the MPRB's only indoor, year-round swimming facility. This project would not be possible without the passion 

and determination of the community and the generous funding support from local and state organizations that share in 

the vision for this new facility.  

Features 

 

 Restored six-lane competitive pool with 

spectator area and updated locker rooms 

 New four-lane teaching pool with separate 

family/flexible locker rooms   

 Reconfigured parking lot with drop-off area 

 

 Aquatics center check-in desk  

 Community room 

 Public restrooms 

 Entrance canopy for west entrance 

 

 

Programming and use of the aquatics center 

 

MPRB programming will be consistent with the organization’s mission and philosophy of improving water safety 

skills and increasing water survivability of Minneapolis youth and adults. In addition to teaching people how to 

swim, the MPRB will use the aquatics center’s two pools to create year-round opportunities for recreational, 

fitness and competitive swimming.   

As it develops schedules and programs for the aquatics center, MPRB will be soliciting input from the 

community, Minneapolis Public Schools, Minneapolis Swims and other partners. 

Construction phase and aquatics center opening 

 

Construction begins March 29, 2017. The aquatics center is expected to open late in the winter of 2017-2018, 

barring construction or weather delays. Sign up for email updates: www.minneapolisparks.org/pccpoolproject 
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Construction impacts: Phillips Community Center visitors and tenants  

 

The community center will remain open throughout construction. However, impacts include a construction 

fence and temporary closures to the parking lot and building’s west entrance, as well as the teen and fitness 

centers. Plans are in place to direct visitors to the open entrances. 

 Construction fence 

Throughout construction, a fence will extend around the perimeter of the park site. A gate on 24th 

Street provides pedestrian and vehicle access to the building’s west entrance and parking lot, except 

during a four-month period. During that time, the gate will be closed and visitors will access the 

community center through the building’s east entrance on 13th Avenue. 

 

 Parking lot and west entrance closure, June through September 

The fence gate and the building’s west entrance and parking lot will be closed from approximately June 

through September. During this time, visitors to the community center, gym, teen and fitness centers 

and other facilities will use the building’s east entrance on 13th Avenue. Visitors and staff for 

organizations that lease space at the community center—Waite House, Minneapolis Swims, Somali 

American Community and Ventura Village Neighborhood Association—will also use the east entrance on 

13th Avenue to access the building. 

 

The east entrance (13th Avenue) is the primary entrance to Waite House, so MPRB and Waite House 

staff are coordinating event schedules and other program activities to minimize the impacts of 

additional visitor traffic. 

 

 Intermittent closures to teen and fitness centers 

For safety and construction reasons, these facilities will close temporarily at some point. Closure dates 

will be posted at the community center and announced via email.  

 

Project costs, funding and partners  

 

Costs for planning, design and construction of the aquatics center are approximately $7,561,000. Funders 

include the MPRB ($2,721,000), the State of Minnesota ($1,750,000), Minneapolis Public Schools ($1,750,000) 

and Hennepin County’s Youth Sports Grant program ($325,000), as well as pre-planning donations from East 

Phillips Neighborhood Association ($25,000) and Minneapolis Swims ($5,000). Additional donor pledges 

($955,000), coordinated through Minneapolis Swims, include: Minneapolis Foundation, Shakopee Mdewakanton 

Sioux Community, the Piper Family Fund of the Minneapolis Foundation, East Phillips Improvement Coalition, 

Margaret A. Cargill Foundation, Rogue Foundation, Midtown Phillips Neighborhood Association, Wells Fargo and 

Ventura Village Neighborhood Association.  

Project costs do not include programming, operations and maintenance of the aquatics center once it is open.  
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