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Community Advisory Committee (CAC) Meeting # 1 

Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board 
Minnehaha Parkway Regional Trail Master Plan 

July 30, 2018, 6:00 – 8:00pm 
Lynnhurst Recreation Center 

CAC members present:  
Betsy Brock, Caitlin Ross, Cory Schaffhausen, Devin Olson, Jessica McKenna, Jim Tincher, Jonathon 
Heide, Lesley Lydell, Mary McKelvey, Michael Jishke, Michael Torres, Richard Nyquist, Rebecca Johnson, 
Richard Duncan, Ryan Seibold 

CAC members absent: Martha Grant  
Approximately 8 members of the public attended the meeting. 

Staff, consultants, and speakers present:  
Adam Arvidson (MPRB), Madeline Hudek (MPRB), Vanessa Dikuyama Zapata (MPRB), Bryan Harjes 
(Consultant-HKGi), Rita Trapp (Consultant-HKGi) 

1. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS
CAC members introduced themselves, the organizations they represent, and answered one of four “get
to know you” questions. Staff from MPRB, consultant team, and partner organizations were also
introduced.

2. PROJECT OVERVIEW
Staff provided an overview of the project following the presentation.

In addition to the master plan, there are three related projects happening simultaneously in the area. 
They are:  

• Southwest Harriet Flood Study – the City has 100+- areas that flood every time rains. This is
partly because precipitation events are different now than when the system was built and partly
because changes in land use since the system was constructed. The City is working with a team
of consultants and partnering agencies to understand potential solutions in that area. The final
report will be available in August. Potential mitigation and flood control opportunities are being
explored with the two largest in Lynnhurst Park and Pershing Field Park. The improvements also
have the potential for improving Lake Harriet water quality. Phasing will be done in close
consultation with MPRB and MCWD.

• Southwest Service Area – master planning for the neighborhood parks in the southwest service
area is currently underway.
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• FEMA flood repairs – Minnehaha Creek Watershed District (MCWD) received funding from
FEMA for flood repairs needed as a result of flooding that occurred in 2014. MCWD has been
evaluating potential improvements, three of which fall in the creek corridor generally around
Interstate 35W. These will be repaired from this fall to next spring. There were sites deferred for
improvement so they could be studied as part of this master planning project.

3. MPRB 101
An overview of the MPRB was presented. Additional information related to racial equity will be
presented at the next CAC meeting. CAC members expressed interest in knowing more about the racial
equity scoring. It was noted that later in the week updated information will be released for 2018. Staff
also noted that the Funding tab in the CAC member binder has current ranking and background
information on how metrics are produced.

4. COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
The following were ideas from CAC members for community engagement:

• Movies & Music in the Park

• Festivals – Lynnhurst, Fulton, Lake Hiawatha, Monarch, St Helena Autumn Daze

• Open Streets Events – Nicollet

• Block Party – Nokomis (Oxendales)

• Farmers Markets (suggested Nokomis and Fulton)

• Creek Clean Up Days

• Races/Marathons

• Washburn Library

• Business Associations – Linden Hills, East Harriet, Nokomis East, Town Hall Lanes, 48th/Chicago

• Schools/PTAs

• School Hikes

• Clubs – running, bike paddle

• Websites -NextDoor, Sidewalk Dog

• Running Store/Group Runs
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CAC members also suggested the following locations for a potential weekend pop-up: 

• Segment 1 – Longfellow Gardens, 28th

• Segment 2 - Cottontail

• Segment 3 – Lyndale, Lynnhurst, Washburn Library

• Segment 4 – Upton/54th, Lake Harriet

5. GENERAL VISIONING – ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES
CAC members were asked to provide their preliminary thoughts of issues and opportunities that should
be considered in the master planning process. The following are the ideas generated in the discussion:

• More flowers to support bees and butterflies

• Loved the natural/informal trails that take you into the woods

• Areas for discovery

• Pavement free area – not always broad bike paths

• Conflict between mountain biking/dog walking – since it does seem to work at Theodore Wirth
could it work here?

• Habitat areas important – hawks, snapping turtles, etc.

• Educational opportunities

• Building awareness of creek beyond those who live in immediate vicinity – groups, families, etc.

• As a linear system – folks think about walking through it – but really it would be good to have
spots to stop and enjoy. Destinations

• Mudslide – 38th avenue beach – maybe should just formalize the informal space

• Replicate the water area below the fall where people gather and wade

• Can we stack multiple uses – boat launch, bike fix it, etc. Nodes where people already go and
enhance them more

• Outdoor science classroom/plaza

• Water quality is of concern – numerous outfalls that connect to creek
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• Swimming in the creek – nice to be a place where you don’t have to be concerned. Wait for a
few days after a rainfall

• Renaturalization of the creek – maybe don’t need so much green open lawn. Go back on the
straightening that previously occurred

• Invasive species – degraded habitat – challenging to keep ahead of it

• Balance between protecting for erosion and keeping it natural

• Boulders have potential to have gaps that can get foot stuck

• Continuing trail west into Segment 1 – help folks realize that creek goes to Edina not into Lake
Harriet

• Segment 4 – one area keeping people out – golf course – doesn’t follow theme of the park

• Off-road for mountain biking

• Potential for pocket parks – spur trails – introduce kids to biking/mountain biking. Bicycle
playground, pump track

• Opportunity to personalize – “create their own route”

• Tennis Court – need to make a determination on the future of them in the MP.

• May be appropriate to reuse some existing uses to serve new needs

• Trails on one side – stormwater management on the other side – do we need

• Water fountains – are there along the creek? Historically the water fountains were pumps from
groundwater – not potable. If desired – then need to connect into the City’s water system

• Desire for more amenities – benches, trash cans

• Helpful to understand the neighborhood master plans – don’t need to replicate what happening
nearby

• Evaluation of creek corridor as multi-modal corridor – weight given to non-motorized

• Crossing – Cedar, Portland, Penn, 50th, Xerxes – aprons, queuing, double striping across streets
to keep bikes and peds separate

• Branches on the creek low at times for boating
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• Nice to have a place for dogs to wade

• Continue to have the parkway family friendly

• Continue to have places within the corridor where it doesn’t feel like you are in the City

• Provide opportunities for tubing, canoeing the creek

6. NEXT STEPS
The CAC confirmed that 6 p.m. is a good start time. Staff noted that the CAC will move locations to make
it more convenient for members. The next meeting will be at Nokomis.

The CAC confirmed a group tour of the corridor would be helpful. Staff will work on providing supporting 
those that want to bike and those that want to drive.  
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