
The weather was warm and sunny and the meeting was lightly attended. Diana Boegemann 
(CARAG Board President) and Scott Engel (CARAG Coordinator) were present. Other attendees 
were from the neighborhood. 
 
The schedule and status of all three projects – building, pool, and playground - were discussed.  
 
Pool:   

1. The graphics, the draft recommendation, and the cost estimate for the wading pool 
concept were reviewed.  The group had no comments about the recommendation or 
the design of the pool itself or deck.  Because of the pool mechanical building, there is 
no room in the $500,000 budget for additional amenities such as shade structures, 
water features, or ornamental fence in lieu of chain link.  The group reviewed the cost 
estimate and decided that CARAG NRP funds would be used to add a shade structure  
and water play features for both the 2-5 year olds and the 5-12 year olds. CARAG asked 
that MPRB bid the wading pool replacement with an ornamental metal fence as an add 
alternate (the base bid will have black vinyl-coated chain link).  These expenditures on 
additional amenities for the wading pool will need formal approval by the CARAG board. 

2. MPRB staff will check into salvaging the existing benches in the pool area.  The benches 
are in excellent shape except that the powder-coated color finish has chipped off the 
bottom three inches of each leg.   The benches were installed with CARAG funds in 
2008; MPRB is checking archives for the manufacturer to see if re-finishing is possible. 
(Note: after the 3/12 meeting, MPRB discovered that the benches were manufactured 
by Wabash Valley and that new bench ends are available.  MPRB will purchase six bench 
end packages and have the wading pool contractor remove the existing benches, 
replace the ends, and reinstall the benches on the new deck.) 

3. The shade structure will be @10’ x 15’ and will be placed on the south side of the pool 
at the western corner. MPRB was asked to match canvas colors of the pool shade 
structure to playground color scheme, if possible.  “A lot of dark green in the park 
already.” The MPRB can make use of pricing contracts to reduce the cost of the shade 
structure as much as possible.  

4. The group discussed the fate of the concrete dolphin currently in the pool.  It cannot be 
reinstalled in the pool or in the playground because of liability issues.  The group 
discussed an option of locating it elsewhere in the park and perhaps making a mosaic of 
it.  This topic needs further discussion.   

5. Bruce Paulson, the architect with Stantec, showed the footprint and elevations for the 
pool mechanical building.  The group liked the sunray gable end best but did not have a 
preference for the color scheme of the sunray. 



6. A written comment received:  “NO CHAIN LINK FENCE” 
7. MPRB was asked to price out a non-black option for the chain link. 
8. CARAG has $50,000 set aside for park improvements.  Other projects that they might 

want to fund (in addition to the shade structure and water play features at the wading 
pool) were:  adult play equipment, a new drinking fountain on the outside of the 
building, soffit lights for the mosaics which will be installed on the Rec Center’s exterior 
walls in August of 2016. 

 
Playground: 

1. Harlan Lehman of Minnesota-Wisconsin Playgrounds presented three concepts for the 
playgrounds with different color schemes. 

2. Preferred color scheme – bronze posts, spring green accents (guardrails), sky blue plastic 
elements (slides etc), gray decks. 

3. Discussion about swings; the group made the following requests: in the Pre-K container, 
install two Expression swings (parent faces child in bucket swing and they swing 
together), two bucket swings, and one adaptive seat. In the k-12 container, install six 
belt swings.   

4. The second concept plan (79225-12) was preferred.  The zip line was especially popular.  
Attendees requested the following modifications: change straight slide to a spiral slide; 
remove one or two climbing webs and replace with monkey bars or overhead climbers.   

5. Parents wanted to retain the sand surfacing in the Pre-K container.  MPRB will check 
into the option of sand and water play, a climbing mound with a slide, some tunnels or 
crawl tubes, small shelters.   

 
MPRB staff will meet with Rec Plus children about the playground options.   
 
The final community meeting planned will be Saturday April 9 1-3 pm at Bryant Square Park 
Recreation Center. 


