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Wirth Park 
Adventure and Welcome Center 
 
Project Management Team Meeting #2 
October 29, 2014 
11:00 – 1:00 
Offices of HGA 
 
PMT Attendees:  Sara Ackmann, Willie Anderson, Adam Arvidson, Piotr Bednarski, Dave Bryan, Mike 
Erickson, Dana Murdoch, Anthony Taylor, Troy Tschida 
 
Consultant Attendees: Nancy Blankfard, Steven Dwyer, Ross Altheimer (HGA); Jon Schmenk (Herfort 
Norby Golf Course Architects) 
 
 
M E E T I N G   N O T E S 
 
Adam Arvidson provided a brief project update, noting that the Project Advisory Committee has been 
partially convened and will have its first meeting on December 2 at 3:00 PM at the Wirth Chalet.  The 
PAC is composed of representatives from the community, the Minnesota High School Cycling League, 
the golf course clubs and friends groups, the city of Golden Valley, and the Loppet Foundation.   
 
 
Ross of HGA presented four general site concepts (see attached presentation).  The following were 
raised and discussed: 

• Was there consideration of the difficulty of parking across the Parkway from the building and 
activity spaces? Could we explore relocation of the Parkway to get all uses on one side? 

o MPRB Response: Parkway relocation has been considered before, in the context of both 
the Wirth Park Master Plan and the charette around the AWC.  These previous studies 
seemed to suggest that relocation might have impacts on the front 9 of the Wirth gold 
course and would not necessarily increase space for parking. The limiting factor is 
required roadway geometrics (and, of course, cost).  However, in the interest of 
exploring all options, HGA was directed to explore this idea using their in-house 
engineers, and present back at the next PMT meeting. 

• Will the chalet remain open in winter? 
o MPRB response: Yes, for parties and events.  However, all winter outdoor activities will 

be housed out of the new AWC, including snowboarding, tubing, skiing, etc. 
• How much parking is necessary? 

o Parking is tricky now in the winter.  There can definitely be no less than the current 
capacity of the Par 3 lot.  Ideally there would be more, but all recognize this is limited by 
the available landscape space. 

• Further exploration is necessary as to the interface between the AWC and the Chalet, in terms 
of general use and parking requirements. 

• Consideration of school bus drop-off is important, as this is a major transportation option for 
skiing activities. 
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• It is critical to have good viewing areas from the Welcome building to the ski stadium and other 
activities.  

• There is a concern about pedestrians crossing ski trails.  Some rerouting of existing trails may be 
necessary depending on the site layout. 

• Designers should remember that the bottom of the tubing hill will be an area for congregating, 
as people get ready to go up and watch others come down.  This will be a social zone and could 
conflict with other uses if not managed properly. 

• The tubing hill, as shown on the 2nd concept, where it runs north-south, does not seem to have 
adequate steepness or height.  We need to at least match (and ideally improve) the current hill 
on Hole 10. 

• Designers should also show tee complexes on the Par-3 when laying out ski stadium options.  It 
is important to try to avoid tees as well as greens. 

• Be wary of impacts to the main course’s hole #9 (across the Parkway from the AWC) when laying 
out parking options. Parking will likely require grading in this location, and that could affect the 
character and/or playability of hole #9. 

 
 
Steven of HGA  presented case studies of relates facilities and building types (see attached 
presentation).  Case studies included: 

• Simple forms 
• Simple forms manipulated 
• “Villages” created from clustering of simple forms 
• Explorations of materials 

 
All agreed that it will be important to have outdoor areas with a variety of views.  This reiterates the 
overall guiding principle of the AWC which is that it needs to be an indoor-outdoor facility with easy 
movement between building and landscape. 
 
The PMT had an interesting discussion of aesthetics, specifically historicist versus contemporary design.  
It was noted that this project will be located in one of the most historic sectors of the entire park 
system, just yards from a key historic structure, the Chalet.  However, it is not MPRB’s intent to require 
designers to explore historicist designs.  Rather, this building will likely be an early model for how park 
buildings are built in a timeless way that still respects the history of the landscape.  This will be an 
ongoing discussion through the design process.  One key concern that was raised is that the general 
public may be expecting a historicist building and may be surprised to see a different option.  It will be 
important to effectively explain the decision-making around aesthetics, especially the fact that this is as 
much a landscape project as a building project. 
 
 
Steven of HGA  presented four building program concepts (see attached presentation): 

• Longhouse 
• Barn 
• Shed and Platform 
• Interplay of Volumes 

 
He then led a discussion of programming and spatial arrangement.   
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In addition, HGA presented some preliminary energy modeling performed through Sefaira.  Energy 
modeling at this stage is a general look only, because decisions about building envelope, HVAC systems, 
and other major decisions have profound effect on building performance.  HGA is using this tool to see if 
there are advantages to certain building siting options and to see if any of the broad building concepts 
perform generally better than others.  Early findings at this stage indicate that building envelope will 
have a more significant impact on environmental performance than siting will.  This is due in part to the 
building’s small size.  HGA will continue to test concepts through environmental modeling as the design 
develops. 
 
 
The design team gave the PMT several “homework” tasks: 

• The Loppet Foundation should provide more clarity on the needs of the fitness room and its 
interface with outdoor work-out venue(s) 

• The Loppet Foundation should provide more clarity on the food and drink vendor, in terms of 
the scale of that facility—coffee/beer/wine with off-site food prep OR full kitchen OR 
somewhere between. 

 
 
 
 
N E X T    M E E T I N G S 
 
PMT #3 
Monday, November 17 
1:00 – 3:00 
HGA’s offices:  

Ford Center 
420 5th Street North, Suite 100 
Minneapolis 

 
PMT #4 
Monday, December 8 
2:30 – 4:30 
TBD 
 
 
A T T A C H M E N T S 
 

• HGA design presentation 


