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Community Advisory Committee (CAC) Meeting Three 

Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board 
East of the River Master Plan 

12/18/2017 6:00 – 8:00pm 
Colombia Park Golf Course Manor 

CAC members present: Abdullahi Ahmed, Amanda Hakemian, Del Hampton, Laura Bryan, Luke Nicols, 
Mark Jensen, Rebekah Dunnette, Robert Wielinski, Stephanie Peterson, Ted Tucker, Will Siasoco, 
Cordelia Pierson, Karol Narum, Jeff Pilacinski, Jill Vowels, Kirstin Petersen  

Approximately six members of the general public attended the meeting. 

Staff, consultants, and speakers present: 
Carrie Christensen, (MPRB), Radious Guess (MPRB), Siciid Ali, (MPRB) John Slack, (Perkins + Will 
Consultant), Crystal Passi (MPRB), Mo Convery (Perkins + Will Consultant), Greta Alquist (Toole Design 
Group) 

Zoe Hollomon (MRPB), Joanna Sylvain (YDT), Entisar Bedasso (YDT),  Nora Nederloe (YDT), Joanna 
Sylvian(YDT) 

1. Opening: 6:05 pm
The third Community Advisory Committee (referred to in this document as CAC #3) was called to
order on 6:05pm by Cordelia Pierson, the Community Advisory Committee Chair.

Carrie Christensen briefly reviewed of the CAC Objectives, the purpose of the service plan, and
confirmed that they are currently in the vision and discovery phase of the project.

2. Introductions: 6:10 pm
The CAC members were all asked to introduce themselves, share an image that represents
something they value from their neighborhood. Themes included:

• The current and past industrial character
• Community gardens
• Specific parks ( Beltrami, Windom, Ice Rinks)
• Central Avenue
• Small Businesses
• Connection to the river
• Vibrant communities
• Art community (Art Whirl)
• Connection to downtown Minneapolis
• Community Events
• Student Involvement
• Inclusivity
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3. Introduction of the YDT Collage: 6:25 pm
Nora Nederloe presented on how the images from the introductory activity would be used by
the YDT to create a collage to be used throughout the design process.

Entisar Bedasso shared a poem she wrote as part of YDT activities on a site visit to a NE 
park: 

Wind blowing across your face like a thousand tiny knives 
Walking across the field, away from the danger outside 
With every step, releasing my deepest thoughts  
only to be replaced by an empty dreamscape 
Footprints in the empty white land 
Exploring my new mythology filled with folktales and fairytales 
The suns glare striking across your eyes 
Animating the elements at your sight 
My personal utopia 

4. Demographic and Data Introduction  6:30 pm
Presenters: Joanna Sylvian (YDT), John Slack (Perkins +Will) and Mo Convery (Perkins +Will)

A. Reviewed basic demographic information for the service area prepared by the Youth
Design Team.

B. Introduced briefly what service data has been collected and what are some reasons why
it was collected

• Understanding Community patterns (demographics and issues around equity)
• Identifying connections (infrastructure, institutions, and ecological)
• Identify potential opportunities
• Inform park assessments
• Identify new questions

C. CAC Comments:
a. The lack of tree cover in certain areas is due to industrial development
b. How do we use this data? How are priorities set in reviewing the data?
c. There be more time for an in-depth review of the data and for more input?
d. John Slack spoke on the process of reviewing the data and asked the CAC to take

some time review the data before the next meeting.

5. Activities 6:45-7:50
A. User Profiles Leader: Perkins + Will

• Meeting attendees were asked to participate in the user profile activity. The CAC
was broken into 5 groups.  Each group was given a particular age demographic (14
and under, 15-24, 25-64 with children, 25-64 without children, and 65+).  They were
asked to:

a. Review the data to define the community’s profile in the service are
b. Define specific needs of the community
c. Discuss how park programming could match the needs

• Discussion: The purpose of the activity was to allow the CAC to review the data,
introduce the concept of targeted programming, and also encourage them to think
of the needs of a group that they may not be apart.
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a. Group Under 14
i. Highest concentration in the north.  Specifically around Holland.

ii. Needs: forthcoming
iii. Programming: forthcoming

b. Group 15 – 24
i. Highest concentration around University of Minnesota, Prospect

Park, and generally in the SE.
ii. Needs + Supports: 15-18 need organized sports, fitness areas, study

areas, quiet and calming spaces, sunning areas, biking supports,
high school teams have lack of ballfields and courts, safe and
comfortable places away from parents,

iii. Programming: Affordable workout centers, active recreation (yoga),
movies in the park, meet-up style events, use coffee shops as a
model (free wi-fi, affordable food and drink, open mic), lock-ins,
designated zones, check-out gear, hang-out space that is slightly
organized,

c. Group 25-64 with kids
i. Makes up about 18% of households in the service area. Focus

around Northeast Park, Holland, and Bottineau neighborhoods.
ii. Needs + Supports & Programming: Group wanted to see kid focused

programming in the parks, safety, access to nature, open space,
positive mentorship, non-traditional sports, open gym, free day care
services, free snack/lunch, increased access and transportation to
parks, urban ecology/agriculture, youth employment, playgrounds

d. Group 25-64 without kids
i. Age group is focused more in the north than the south and without

kids is all over the service area.
ii. Needs + Support: Place to walk dogs, biking through, connection to

public transit, better connection.  Thought that the group is often
moving through spaces rather than staying

iii. Programming: Gardens, walking trails, roller derby, music & movies
in the park, tennis, non-team sports, adult sports leaguers,
volunteer education, birding, natural areas, and mentoring of
skills/activities

e. Group 65+
i. Highest concentration in Saint Anthony West, Windom, NE Park,

Marshall Terrace, and Nicollet Island.  Small proportion around the
University.

ii. Needs + Supports: Mobility and Access, therapeutic programming,
connections with community, social activities other than sports,
places to meet, safety and lighting, seating, memorial gardens, food
gardens and programming

iii. Programming: Games, movies, health checks, haircuts, community
education, pet therapy, low impact activity areas, bocce, family
activities, computers, story telling

• Priority Rankings Leader: Siciid
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A. Meeting attendees remained in their 5 groups.  They were presented with
graphic bullseye with four tiers associated with frequency of programming
(every park, every 3-4 parks, 1 per service area, and one per city) and a pile
of chips illustrating different park activities.  The groups were asked to
prioritize park programming by placing the activities into the different rings.

i. Round 1: There was no restriction as to the number of activities in
each tier. There was a variety of programming selection between
groups.  See table 1.

ii. Round 2: Only 5 activities could be in each ring. See table 2.
Summary table to be posted on website in January 2018.

• Discussion: The CAC commented that they found the activity to help them think
about prioritization.  CAC members commented on how they found the second
round to be difficult and caused discussions within the groups.  There was variation
between each of the groups in terms of program prioritization selection.  However,
multiuse fields, picnic areas or shelters, and walking trails were consistently ranked
high.

6. Review of MPRB’s Vision and Mission : 7:50 Cordelia Pierson

7. Closing Remarks : 7:55 Carrie Christensen

A. Next Steps: Choose your own adventure
i. The 4th CAC will be in early February.  Date TBD.

ii. Attendees were asked to complete meeting evaluation forms including requests
for the next CAC meeting.

iii. Homework for the next meeting:  What are three observations or questions you
have about the data?

iv. Questions, Ideas, and Directions for Future CAC
1. Check list of the data to be used in the park design as a reference tool
2. Review the influence of industry (soil pollution, air, water)
3. How do we keep the student voice in the mix?
4. Use the website as a way to share the planning proves
5. YDT report on what they have been up to
6. Park specific analysis review

8. Adjourn 8 pm

Handouts: Agenda, Evaluation forms, data packets 
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