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NEIGHBORHOOD PARK
PLANS
The East of the River Park Master Plan creates unique
new designs for 33 neighborhood park and triangle
properties in the service area, as well as one regional
facility. The neighborhood park designs appear on
the following pages, arranged alphabetically. The
regional facility master plan follows, and are in line
with Metropolitan Council requirements. The plan
for each park is displayed as a 6 or 8 page “packet” of
information that includes the following:
•

A description of the history and current character of
the park, along with a location map.

•

An aerial photograph of existing conditions at the
park, for reference

•

A written description of the proposed plan for the
park, including some overview of public sentiment
during the planning process

•

The park plan drawing and key

•

A matrix showing general input themes and how
they led to the final design

•

A cost and maintenance estimate

The park plans are concepts. That means they do not
finalize every detail in the park. Subsequent capital
improvement projects will require detailed design
processes, and additional community engagement
will be performed at that time, per MPRB policy. The
park plans do not specifically locate small features in
the park, like benches and signs. Instead, they are a
guide to the overall layout of the park and what will be
included in the park in the future.
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A PARK PLAN DOES DETERMINE :
1.

The types and locations of facilities

2.

The general areas of mown and naturalized
landscapes and the general location of trees

3.

The extent and general location of pathways

4.

Recommendations for public transit and
pedestrian infrastructure outside of park
boundaries

A PARK PLAN DOES NOT DETERMINE :
1.

The specific design of facilities

2.

The location of minor amenities such as benches,
drinking fountains, and signs

SPECIAL CONSIDERATION PARKS
Several park properties do not have full packets of
information included in the ERPMP document. The
reasons for this vary by park and are described in
abbreviated park packets appearing in alphabetical
sequence with the other parks. Those park properties
and the basic reasons for special consideration are:
•
•
•
•

Caleb Door Circle
Franklin Oval
Northeast Ice Arena
Stinson Parkway
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LOCATION AND HISTORY

THE PROPOSED DESIGN

This half-acre triangle along Architect Avenue in the
residential Columbia Park neighborhood was donated to
the city when the land was platted 1906 and designated
as a park by the park board in 1933. The homes around
Architect Triangle were the product of an architectural
competition when the park was established. The park
was actually a small lake when the homes were first
built, but was later filled in with earth, grass, and trees.

The subtle improvements to Architect Triangle focus
on stormwater management and ADA accessibility. A
single walkway with accessible curb ramps and fully
accessible picnic table are added to the eastern edge
of the triangle to ensure that all users can access one
of the picnic tables and seating area. The triangle
has the potential to manage stormwater from the
surrounding neighborhood with soils that can infiltrate.
A stormwater feature occupies the northern edge and
middle of the park to avoid conflict with the mature
tree canopy. A historic marker interprets the significant
architectural history of the street and park. The turf
grass in the park is maintained as a bee lawn to maintain
the same look as the current park, but to attract
pollinators and enhance the ecological function of the
park.

EXISTING CONDITIONS AND CHARACTER
The park is currently comprised of turf lawn and
trees. There is an area for seating including a picnic
table and bench that are in need of attention. Though
nearby Columbia Park offers larger gathering areas and
recreational amenities, the community around Architect
Triangle treasures the quiet greenspace and the mature
tree canopy of the triangle. Architect Triangle is used
for gathering and as open space by the surrounding
community. The triangle has the potential to capture
and manage stormwater from the surrounding
neighborhood and streets. There are no walkways in the
park currently.

CONNECTIONS BETWEEN PARKS
There is currently no sidewalk on the triangle, which
can be considered a sidewalk gap. If new or updated
amenities are added, such as a picnic table or benches,
a sidewalk will need to be added to make the park ADA
accessible.
Improved street crossings to the sidewalks along
Architect St. NE and 36th Ave NE for safe connections
to the surrounding neighborhood and nearby Columbia
Park.
KNOWN LAND USE AND COORDINATION ISSUES
There are no known land use or coordination issues for
Architect Triangle.

EAST OF THE RIVER PARK MASTER PL AN

71

INTRODUCTION

PLANNING PROCESS

SERVICE AREA VISION

OPERATIONS AND
MAINTENANCE

PARK PLANS

IMPLEMENTATION

36TH AVE NE

OPEN TURF LAWN

PICNIC AREA
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36TH AVE NE

WALKING PATH FOR ADA
ACCESSIBILITY
INTERPRETATIVE SIGN :
HISTORIC MARKER
NATURAL AREA: BEE LAWN
ADA ACCESSIBLE PICNIC

NATURAL AREA :
STORMWATER FEATURE

PICNIC AREA

AR
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T
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ST
NE

ARCHITECT TRIANGLE

East of the River Park Master Plan
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New or significantly changed amenity
Existing amenity to remain
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ARCHITECT DESIGN MATRIX
General Input August 2017-May 2018

Design Responses (May 2018)

Initial Concepts Input (July-August 2018)

Preferred Concept (September 2018)

Community request to include pollinator
friendly areas.

Proposed bee lawn and natural areas.

Protect mature tree canopy. Potential location
for a stormwater feature. Keep as natural as
Preferred concept calls out stormwater feature
possible. Concern over the size of the natural potential. Includes bee lawn.
areas.

Requested that the park remains a passive
recreation space.

Maintained the open lawn.

Request that the lawn be maintained in its
current state.

Need for ADA accessibility.

Proposed ADA accessible pathway and
gathering space.

Opposition to any additional pathways or plaza Preferred concept includes ADA accessible
spaces.
pathway and one picnic area.

Request to update seating areas.

Proposed some small plaza spaces.

Keep the existing conditions as much as
Preferred concept maintains existing picnic
possible. Increase seating options. Opposition
alignment and new ADA accessible space.
to any plaza spaces.

Aquatic

Not applicable.

Not applicable.

Not applicable.

Not applicable.

Fields

Not applicable.

Not applicable.

Not applicable.

Not applicable.

Courts

Not applicable.

Not applicable.

Not applicable.

Not applicable.

Diamonds

Not applicable.

Not applicable.

Not applicable.

Not applicable.

Winter

Not applicable.

Not applicable.

Not applicable.

Not applicable.

Other

Not applicable.

Not applicable.

Not applicable.

Not applicable.

Ecology

Play
Wayfinding and Circulation
Gathering
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PROPOSED AMENITY COST ESTIMATE
Asset Type

2019 ESTIMATED
COST/PROJECT

Project

Landscape

Naturalized areas

$

2,058

Other

ADA Compliant picnic table

$

4,746

Other

New Walking Path

$

35,674

Other

Historical Sign

$

13,701

Other

Miscl. signs, trees, furniture

$

850

TOTAL $

57,028

OPERATIONS ESTIMATE
Amenity
Trail Additions

Total Per Unit Operations Cost
$
5,000.00

∆
Qty
1
$
Difference $

∆
Cost
5,000.00
5,000.00
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LOCATION AND HISTORY

EXISTING CONDITIONS AND CHARACTER

Located in the northeast quadrant of the Service Area
in the Audubon neighborhood, this 6-acre park is set
into a residential neighborhood. The first five acres for
Audubon Park were purchased in 1910 and Pierce Street
through the park was closed. The park was expanded
slightly in 1912 with the addition of four-tenths of an
acre. In 1914, the park board closed Buchanan Street
between the park and Thomas Lowry School as part of
park superintendent Theodore Wirth’s plans presented
in 1915 and again in 1918 to create a playground from
the school extending into the park. Some playground
apparatus was provided to the park in 1921.

Audubon includes open-space, sports facilities, and a
recreation center. It is a park with rolling topography,
large open turf fields, and a mature tree canopy. A
single ball diamond is under used because many nearby
neighborhood parks accommodate diamond sports.
There are regular requests for soccer, and some use of
the field by the diamond for soccer, which has resulted
in low quality turf in the multi-use field area. The
park is a popular destination in the winter months for
sledding. The park topography and heavily wooded area
is a natural refuge from the surrounding neighborhood.

In 1959, Audubon got new playground equipment, a
wading pool, and ball fields financed by city bonds
and property assessments. Construction of a shelter
building was completed in 1960, resulting in “a new
modern playground” where the “formerly hilly terrain
made its value as a playground somewhat limited,”
according to the 1960 annual report. When looking
at the steep grades in the park today, it is hard to
imagine the park when those slopes were steeper. The
terrain of the park makes it one of the most interesting
neighborhood parks in the city—and provides a great
sledding hill.
The park that had waited so long for a shelter building
was upgraded near the end of the 1970s recreationcenter building boom in Minneapolis parks. The
current recreation center was dedicated in 1979.
New playground equipment was added to the park in
1997 in part through neighborhood commitment of
Neighborhood Revitalization Program funds. Native
plants and shrubs were planted on the hillside in the
park in 2011.
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A senior program in collaboration with Waite Park offers
neighborhood and area seniors with activities and
gathering times, while an after school program brings
primary school age children to the site on a daily basis.
The small parking lot is helpful in proximity to the rec
center for pick up and drop off, but many users access
the playground and other amenities on foot from the
surrounding neighborhood. The neighborhood has
expressed interest in urban agriculture at the park.
The tennis courts have been under utilized for years
for tennis, but other ad hoc uses such as a community
installed skateboard ramp have been installed in the
courts to make use of the hard surface. Audubon has
also been a site of continued partnership with the
University of Minnesota Bee Lab in Phase II of a research
project that examined flowering lawns and their impacts
on bee diversity and abundance. The first component
of Phase II planted additional flowering species into
existing areas containing Dutch white clover. The
second found overwhelming support for flowering
lawns and the presence of bees in Minneapolis parks
through visitor intercept surveys conducted by graduate
students. The path network is in need of updates from
76
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an accessibility perspective, and there is a potential
to improve park access through additional circulation
options from the surrounding neighborhood.
THE PROPOSED DESIGN
The design of this heavily used neighborhood park
seeks to balance expanded natural areas, improved
circulation, and diverse active recreation options. The
existing topography is used to separate conflicting
uses such as the dog park, play areas, sledding hill, and
picnic areas. Existing recreation options including the
basketball court, multiuse field, and playground are
maintained. New recreation opportunities including a
disc golf course and multiuse courts are added. The
community was in support of an urban agriculture zone,
and the siting of a fruit tree orchard was a result of
community interest.
Nestled at the edge of a fruit orchard or urban
agriculture zone, adjacent to the multi-use field, a
proposed picnic pavilion provides a space for larger
gatherings at the edge of the field to support groups,
teams, and family gatherings in the space. A secondary
pavilion and picnic area are proposed in the wooded
area near the top of the slope to accommodate families
and groups that prefer to be in the wooded area near
the playground.

SERVICE AREA VISION

PARK PLANS

wading pool to provide a diversity of universal water
play features. The arrival sequence from the parking lot
to the recreation center and playground would be made
for ADA accessible and will foster sense of welcome for
all, regardless of ability.
A nature play circuit is added to the wooded slope to
encourage play along the slope and build off the popular
bouldering feature currently in the park. The nature play
elements might be boulders or stumps situated along
the path for spontaneous play or climbing.

OPERATIONS AND
MAINTENANCE

IMPLEMENTATION

KNOWN LAND USE AND COORDINATION ISSUES
Through the 1 NE Watershed Study, it was identified
that the surrounding neighborhood has some larger
need of improvements to stormwater management,
and the park could offer a potential site for stormwater
capture or treatment. MPRB is open to future
coordination, and will design new park features to
capture all stormwater on site.

A disc golf course has been proposed by a community
member and received strong support during community
input. They are placed in a sequence that minimizes
conflict with the proposed path structure and to shelter
the trees in the park from being impacted by the
frisbees.
An off-leash dog park is added for people that like to
run their dogs at Audubon. Having a formal, enclosed
dog area will safely keep the dogs separated from the
playground and other recreational and athletic features.
CONNECTIONS BETWEEN PARKS
Safer connections across the neighboring streets at the
NE and NW corners of the park and improved entrances
for park users are suggested for park access.

This park is also a preferred site for a universally
designed playground location in the service area. Transit
stops and accessible entrances should be maximized
to facilitate access to the playground. A universally
designed playground includes features allows all users
to play and interact on ALL equipment, regardless
of ability. A splash pad is included in addition to the
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29TH AVE NE
RECREATION CENTER
PLAYGROUND
PICNIC AREA

RECREATION CENTER

LINCOLN ST NE

FILLMORE ST NE

BASKETBALL COURT

SLEDDING HILL
MULTIUSE FIELD
TENNIS COURTS
MULTIUSE DIAMOND

28TH ST NE

AUDUBON PARK

East of the River Park Master Plan

EXISTING CONDITIONS
EAST OF THE RIVER PARK MASTER PL AN
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DOG PARK
IMPROVED CROSSINGS

29TH AVE NE

NATURAL AREA: PRAIRIE
IMPROVED PARK ENTRANCES
PICNIC PAVILION AND
PLAZA
UNIVERSAL ACCESSIBLE
PLAYGROUND
NATURAL AREA: FLOWER
GARDEN
SPLASH PAD

IMPROVED MULTIUSE PLAZA
RECREATION CENTER

LINCOLN ST NE

FILLMORE ST NE

NATURE PLAY CIRCUIT
RELOCATED WADING POOL
ORCHARD
PICNIC PAVILION AND
PLAZA
MULTIUSE FIELD
MULTI COURT AREA (TENNIS,
BASKETBALL, PICKLEBALL, BIKE
POLO)

WALKING TRAILS
NEW DISC GOLF COURSE
NATURE PLAY CIRCUIT

28TH ST NE

AUDUBON PARK

East of the River Park Master Plan
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New or significantly changed amenity
Existing amenity to remain
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WINTER PROGRAMS

29TH AVE NE

LINCOLN ST NE

FILLMORE ST NE

UNOFFICIAL SLEDDING
HILL

28TH ST NE

AUDUBON PARK

East of the River Park Master Plan
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AUDUBON DESIGN MATRIX
General Input August 2017-May 2018

Ecology

Play

Interest in expanding natural areas in the
park.

Design Responses (May 2018)

Proposed additional natural areas
throughout the park.

Initial Concepts Input (July-August 2018)

Interest in maintaining the natural feel of the Natural areas including flower gardens, woodland,
park.
and bee lawn added throughout the park.

Current playground is outdated. Request to
add nature play.

Preferred concept includes a nature play circuit and
renovated play area. Park selected as location for
universal accessible playground.

entrances into the park. Improve connections pathway connections into the adjacent
within the park and improve ADA acessibility. neighborhoods, and developed entrances.

No comment.

Prefered concept includes improvement to
entrances, pathways, and crossings.

Request to increase the amount of group
gathering space.

Not enough seating throughout the park.

Preferred concept includes expanded plaza areas,
new picnic pavilions, and increased seating.

Request to add a splash pad and renovate the Proposed wading pool renovation and
wading pool.
splash pad.

Request to keep wading pool

New wading pool and splash pad to meet of ADA
accessible play users.

Multiuse field is heavily used.

Request to update and expand play options in Proposed expanded play area and nature
the park.
play.

Wayfinding and Circulation Request to improve crossings, pathways, and Proposed improved crossings, new

Gathering
Aquatic
Fields

Courts

Diamonds
Winter

Other

Preferred Concept (September 2018)

Proposed new picnic pavilions and picnic
areas.

No comment.

Maintained existing field.

Tennis courts are in very poor condition but
there would be interest in tennis if the courts
were in good condition. Basketballis heavily
used.
Proposed renovating the tennis courts.

Maintained existing field.

Request for tennis courts and to expand
basketball courts.

Preferred plan proposes multisport courts to host
tennis, basketball, bike polo, pop up skate, and
pickleball.

Diamond is not used, request to remove.

Proposed removing the diamond.

No comment.

Preferred concept does not include a diamond.

This is a major destination for sledding.

Maintain sledding hill.

No comment.

Sledding is maintained.

Interest in food related programing.

Proposed orchard.

Interest in orchard but concern over
placement.

Orchard is kept but moved to a less active area of
the park.

Interest in adding disc golf to park.

Proposed a disc golf course.

Strong support for disc golf.

Disc golf is included in preferred concept.

Interest in dog park.

Proposed a dog park.

Strong support for dog park.

Dog park is included in the preferred concept.
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PROPOSED AMENITY COST ESTIMATE
AUDUBON PARK PROPOSED ASSETS
Asset Type

2019 ESTIMATED
COST/PROJECT

Project

Aquatics

Wading Pool, incl. demolition of existing wading pool and
relocation

$

854,268

Aquatics

Small Splash Pad , shared pump house

$

759,350

Play

Nature Play Circuit

$

569,512

Play

ADA Accessible Playground

$

1,233,943

Athletics

Athletic Field renovation: 1 multi‐use field space

$

360,691

Courts

MultiSport Court (2)

$

265,772

Landscape

Naturalized areas

$

48,040

Landscape

Existing parking lot renovation

$

156,337

Landscape

Urban Agriculture Area (orchard)

$

28,911

Other

Small Dog Park

$

Courts

Disc Golf

$

170,854

Other

Group picnic shelters: new shelter near sports fields

$

208,821

Other

Renovate walking paths

$

804,911

Other

Miscl. signs, trees, furniture

$

109,749

TOTAL $

5,597,179

NOTES

Urban Agriculture Areas will be implemented in partnership with specific programs or
community members. Estimate includes water service.
.2 ac dog park ‐ fencing, concrete vestibule, one umbrella, access walk and mulched
26,020
surfacing

OPERATIONS ESTIMATE
Amenity
Nature Play Circuit
Mulit‐use‐Diamond
Group Shelter
Plaza
Splash Pad
Disc Golf

Total Per Unit Operations Cost
$
7,500.00
$
20,000.00
$
4,000.00
$
10,000.00
$
35,000.00
$
1,500.00

∆
Qty

1
‐1
2
1
1
1
Difference

$
$
$
$
$
$
$

∆
Cost
7,500.00
(20,000.00)
8,000.00
10,000.00
35,000.00
1,500.00
42,000.00
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LOCATION AND HISTORY

CONNECTIONS BETWEEN PARKS

Barton Triangle is a 900 square foot island at the corner
of Malcolm and Barton in Prospect Park. The park
board took control over four triangles in the Prospect
Park Neighborhood in 1915, at the request of the city
council. The other triangles accepted at this time were
Bedford, Clarence, and Orlin. Clarence has been paved
over since then and is no longer MPRB property. The
triangles were improved— graded, seeded, planted and
curbed—in 1916.

There is no need for a formal sidewalk through Barton
due to the small size of the triangle and the fact that
it has no established or proposed seating or gathering
space.

EXISTING CONDITIONS AND CHARACTER
Barton Triangle is an ornamental perennial garden
bed maintained by the Prospect Park Garden Club and
nearby neighbors. There are no ramps on either side of
the triangle, but there is a path through it that appears
to be used to cross Barton Ave SE. It is unclear to
drivers/bikers in the roadway if the legs of the triangle
on Barton are one-way or two-way.

KNOWN LAND USE AND COORDINATION ISSUES
Formalize the Park Stewardship Agreement with MPRB
and the Prospect Park Garden Club or other neighbors
for the maintenance of the triangle, including summer
plantings. With no formal path network, winter
maintenance is not a consideration.

THE PROPOSED DESIGN
This design maintains the triangle as a stewardship
garden with no suggested changes. This triangle is
managed by the Prospect Park Garden Club and local
neighbors. The triangle plantings should aim to be
pollinator friendly and the soils and mulch should be
recessed to minimize stormwater and runoff from the
triangle. No formal path will be added to the triangle.
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EXISTING CONDITIONS

East of the River Park Master Plan
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BARTON DESIGN MATRIX
General Input August 2017-May 2018

Design Responses (May 2018)

Initial Concepts Input (July-August 2018)

Preferred Concept (September 2018)

Ecology

Not applicable

Not applicable

Not applicable

Not applicable

Play

Not applicable

Not applicable

Not applicable

Not applicable

Request for traffic calming along Malcolm.

Proposed a public art feature on triangle.

No support for art.

There was no art included in preferred concept.

Gathering

Not applicable

Not applicable

Not applicable

Not applicable

Aquatic

Not applicable

Not applicable

Not applicable

Not applicable

Fields

Not applicable

Not applicable

Not applicable

Not applicable

Courts

Not applicable

Not applicable

Not applicable

Not applicable

Diamonds

Not applicable

Not applicable

Not applicable

Not applicable

Winter

Not applicable

Not applicable

Not applicable

Not applicable

Other

Existing stewardship agreement.

Maintained existing stewardship gardens.

Support for maintaining stewardship gardens Maintained existing stewardship gardens.

Wayfinding and Circulation

PROPOSED AMENITY COST ESTIMATE
None
PROPOSED OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE ESTIMATE
No changes.
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LOCATION AND HISTORY

EXISTING CONDITIONS AND CHARACTER

Beltrami Park sits tucked away along Broadway Street
close to Central Ave in the Beltrami neighborhood. It
epitomizes the neighborhood park model in its offerings
of natural greenspaces and recreation opportunities,
including a set of bocce courts established as a result
of Italian-American settlement in the neighborhood in
the 1900s. The park has a unique history which relates
to some of the early park history of our nation. It was
once Maple Hill Cemetery. In the 19th century and
earlier, it was not uncommon for cemeteries to act as
our collective greenspaces. People would picnic and
stroll in the open space, setting a model for parks as we
know them today. A monument still stands in Beltrami
Park that honors the 46 soldiers of the Grand Army of
the Republic who were buried there during and after
the Civil War. The park was founded in 1908 under the
name Maple Hill. The park was renamed Beltrami Park
in 1948.

This 8-acre park set into a residential neighborhood
includes open space, sports facilities, and a small park
building. Distinctive characteristics include rolling
topography, mature tree canopy, and historic cemetery
remnants. Surrounded by what is now a very ethnically
and racially diverse neighborhood, the park draws users
for a wide variety of reasons, from splashing in the
wading pool to using the small community building as
a neighborhood gathering space to playing basketball
to hosting group gatherings in the new wood frame
picnic pavilion. Beltrami is also home to a popular bocce
league. The existing ball diamond is under used, and
while the sand volley ball court is tucked away, there has
been interest in sand volley ball in the service area. The
historic cemetery is illustrated through a few remnant
grave markers, but nothing clearly interpreting the
unique legacy of this landscape. While the small building
is not considered a fully staffed rec center, it does host
neighborhood meetings, childcare groups, and summer
activities. There are some drainage issues around the
building that could be improved with adapting the
grading around the center. Broadway is a strong edge
of the park that limits the activities on the north edge
of the park, but the rolling topography buffers the busy
street just moments into the park.

While there is no longer a formal skating rink at
Beltrami, since nearby Logan hosts a skating rink in the
winter, Minneapolis’s first qualifier for a U. S. Winter
Olympic team came from Beltrami’s skating club in the
1940 winter games. Beltrami’s recreation center was
dedicated in 1973.
Beltrami is one of the only places in Minneapolis for
a game of bocce ball on specially constructed courts.
Six bocce courts feature in the park, the most recent
of which were added in 1990. In 2016, a new timber
frame picnic pavilion was built through a collaboration
between the Park Board and the neighborhood.
Constructed with volunteer labor, the pavilion is a
symbol of community and park board interconnection.
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THE PROPOSED DESIGN
The design seeks to balance active and passive spaces
in this highly used neighborhood park. It also seeks
to provide amenities and programming areas for ALL
ages of users. The design expands highly used features
including the bocce and basketball courts. There is
an active bocce league at the park that has informed
the placement of benches and the addition of a food
truck bay for tournament concessions. The design also
welcomes the addition of a community agriculture
area and a dog park. Woodland understory plantings
and bee lawns bolster the natural feeling of the park.
The history of the park will be celebrated through
wayfinding and by maintaining quiet greenspaces
to honor the historic cemetery site. A second picnic
pavilion of similar size as the existing one expands this
popular activity in the park. While formal gathering
spaces for larger groups that can be reserved are an
important feature of our parks, it is also important
to support impromptu or drop in gatherings and uses
of the park. One consideration for the second picnic
pavilion is to maintain it as a shelter that is used
on a first come, first served basis, rather than on a
reservation system.
In that same spirit, Beltrami is a popular spot for pick
up soccer practice and games and the multiuse field
is intended to create an easily accessible greenspace
for sports. Beltrami is a satellite park to Logan and can
be an overflow site for soccer and other field sports
that cannot be accommodated at Logan through the
reservation system. The topography and wooded area
on the west provides a naturally isolated area for a dog
park. There have been several requests for additional

dog parks in the neighborhood parks, and Beltrami is
a great option. The rolling wooded landscape in the
western portion of the park includes a bee lawn to
maintain its picturesque look with green grass and
the mature tree canopy, but also provide benefits to
pollinators. Additional seating is added outside the
rec center on an improved patio adjacent to a new
community garden as well as for spectators by the
multiuse field and the bocce courts. The hard edge of
Broadway Avenue is softened by planting trees along
the street edge, pulling the bocce courts back from the
street, expanding the courts, improving crossings to the
park, and providing some traffic calming through public
art or an interpretive monument about the history of
the park.
CONNECTIONS BETWEEN PARKS
Broadway Street is a fast moving arterial county
road that creates a hard edge for the park and the
neighborhood. Improved crossings and traffic calming
at the park northern corners would help facilitate safer
movement across Broadway to nearby destinations like
the Armory and Logan Park.
KNOWN LAND USE AND COORDINATION ISSUES
Prior to implementation, the community garden
would require a formal sponsor or partnership with
the neighborhood organization or another local group
willing to steward the garden.
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BOCCE BALL COURTS

WALKING PATHS

MULTIUSE FIELD
BASKETBALL COURT
PICNIC PAVILION
PLAYGROUND
WADING POOL
MULTIUSE DIAMOND

PARK BUILDING

BELTRAMI PARK

EXISTING CONDITIONS

East of the River Park Master Plan
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IMPROVED CROSSINGS
HISTORICAL MARKER

BROADWAY ST NE

SEAT WALL
EXPANDED BOCCE BALL
FOOD TRUCK PARKING
SEATING
PICNIC PAVILION

VOLLEYBALL

FILLMORE ST NE

POLK ST NE

MULTIUSE FIELD
PICNIC PAVILION
DOG PARK (SMALL & LARGE
AREAS)
IMPROVED WALKING PATHS
PLAYGROUND
WADING POOL
EXPANDED PLAZA SPACE
BASKETBALL COURTS

URBAN AGRICULTURE ZONE:
COMMUNITY GARDEN

SUMMER ST NE

IMPROVED ENTRANCES
NATURAL AREA: WOODLAND
NATURAL AREA: BEE LAWN

BELTRAMI PARK

East of the River Park Master Plan
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BELTRAMI DESIGN MATRIX
General Input August 2017-May 2018

Design Responses (May 2018)

Initial Concepts Input (July-August 2018)

Preferred Concept (September 2018)

Request for more natural and habitat space.

Proposed natural areas under the existing
mature tree canopies.

Support for wildlife habitat understory
plantings.

Proposed natural areas include woodland
and bee lawn throughout the park.

Play

Update or repair needed on existing
playground equipment.

Proposed new expanded nature play area
or renovation of existing play area.

Support for playground renovation.

Maintains existing location of the
playground but calls for renovation.

Wayfinding and Circulation

Request for improved crossings, park
entrances, and internal park paths.

Support for entrance improvements

Preferred concept includes improved
entrances and realigned pathways.

Gathering

Request to improve gathering spaces.

Proposed expanded plaza space adjacent to
the park building and pavilion adjacent to Support for expanded plaza space.
the bocce courts.

Preferred concept includes both picnic
pavilion and plaza spaces.

Wading pool is highly used.

Proposed interactive water feature as a
part of the nature play course.

Desire to keep wading pool.

Preferred concept maintains existing
wading pool.

Fields

Field is highly used want to see potentially
expanded.

Removal of the diamond allows for the
expansion of the field.

No comments.

Preferred concept maintains the field and
proposes spectator seating.

Courts

Request for relocation of highly used
Proposed the relocating the basketball
basketball court. Bocce ball courts are heavily
court and expanding the bocce courts.
used.

Support to expand the bocce courts. Request Preferred concept includes the expanded
to expand and relocate the basketball court. bocce courts and basketball courts.

Request to remove existing multiuse diamond. Removed the diamond.

Support for diamond removal.

Preferred concept does not include a
multiuse diamond.

No comments.

No comments.

No comments.

No comments.

Request for more diverse play and youth
activities.

Proposed a skate park.

No support for skate park.

Preferred concept removed the skate park.

Request for a dog park.

Proposed a dog park.

Positive response for the dog park.

Preferred concept includes dog park.

Request for food related programming.

Proposed a community garden.

Support for community garden.

Preferred concept includes a community
garden and food truck plaza space.

Ecology

Aquatic

Diamonds
Winter

Other
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PROPOSED
AMENITY
COST ESTIMATE
BELTRAMI PARK
PROPOSED ASSETS
Asset Type

2019 ESTIMATED
COST/PROJECT

Project

NOTES

Aquatics

Wading Pool, incl. demolition of existing wading
pool

$

854,268

Play

Two Traditional Play Structures in existing
containers and one smaller play space

$

1,044,106

Athletics

Athletic Field renovation, bowl: 2 multi‐use
diamonds and multi‐use field space

$

360,691

Courts

Basketball Courts

$

246,789

Courts

Sand Volleyball Court

$

6,088

Courts

Bocce Courts

$

75,935

Landscape

Naturalized areas

$

85,427

Landscape

Urban Agriculture Area

$

Urban Agriculture Areas will be implemented in partnership with
28,911 specific programs or community members. Estimate includes
water service

Other

Group picnic shelters: new shelter near sports
fields

$

208,821

Other

Renovate walking paths

$

790,012

Other

Historic Sign

$

13,701

Other

Dog Park

$

53,154

Other

Miscl. signs, trees, furniture

$

74,021

TOTAL $

3,841,924

OPERATIONS ESTIMATE
Amenity
Multi‐use‐Diamond
Group Shelter
Urban Agriculture
Full Court Basketball
Plaza
Bocce Courts
Dog Park

Total Per Unit Operations Cost
$
20,000.00
$
4,000.00
$
15,000.00
$
1,500.00
$
10,000.00
$
1,500.00
$
‐

∆
Qty

‐1
1
1
1
1
2
1
Difference

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

∆
Cost
(20,000.00)
4,000.00
15,000.00
1,500.00
10,000.00
3,000.00
‐
13,500.00
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LOCATION AND HISTORY
Bottineau Park is located in the Bottineau neighborhood
of Minneapolis, one of the most diverse and most
affordable neighborhoods to live in the NE and SE
Service Area. There is a density of public housing near
the park and a key neighborhood institution and social
service hub, the East Side Neighborhood Services, only
blocks away. There is high population of teens from
the surrounding neighborhood and from nearby Edison
High School that rely on Bottineau for out of school time
activities and space.
Bottineau Park was named for Pierre Bottineau, one
of the first settlers of St. Anthony, who owned a large
portion of what is now northeast Minneapolis. The
original 6.22 acres of Bottineau Park were purchased
in 1915. The first plans for Bottineau in the 1915
superintendent’s report show that the park was to be
devoted exclusively to recreation. In 1916, the park
that had once been a vegetable field was improved
to include one baseball field and one football field, to
double as a skating rink in winter, six tennis courts, one
outdoor gymnasium each for girls and boys and two
drinking fountains.
With the onset of the Great Depression, followed by
World War II, few improvements were made to any
parks. In 1938, Park Superintendent Christian Bossen
presented a plan for a wading pool and a permanent
shelter building at the park. Those plans were not
executed until 1950, when the wading pool was built
and an architect was hired to create new plans for a
recreation building. A bandstand was also constructed
in the park in 1950. Construction of a new recreation
shelter in the park finally began in 1956, but it wasn’t
completed in time to serve as a warming house that
winter, so a temporary shelter was put up for skaters.

EAST OF THE RIVER PARK MASTER PL AN

Near the end of the park board’s building boom of the
1970s, Bottineau Park received a new recreation center
in 1977. That shelter burned down in 1999 and was
replaced in 2001 by a domed fieldhouse unique among
Minneapolis recreation centers.
More recent improvements include a skate park in 2005
and significant improvements to the playing fields in
2011, including the installation of an irrigation system,
new fencing and new lighting.
EXISTING CONDITIONS AND CHARACTER
Seven-acre Bottineau Park is a hub of organized
sports leagues with a beloved and highly used premier
baseball diamond, soccer field, and indoor gym for year
round court sport play. Bottineau is also home to the
only permanent park-hosted skate park in NE and SE
Minneapolis. The skate park was installed in 2005 and
has become an institution for the skater community
and a precedent for the MPRB Skate Park Activity Plan.
The park is directly adjacent to a railroad line to the
west and MTS Elementary School to the south. The
park is heavily used by the neighborhood. The park is
.25 miles from the Mississippi River. The playground is
a neighborhood anchor that draws parents and young
children from nearby housing developments and the
adjacent school. The heavily used recreation center is
near transit and could use enhanced gathering areas
along the NE 2nd Street edge. The popular outdoor
basketball courts are often at capacity. The park is a
critical green refuge in the neighborhood, and while it
has many recreational uses, it also has great ecological
potential so close to the river.
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CONNECTIONS BETWEEN PARKS

This design maintains the much loved existing sport
fields and diamonds while expanding gathering spaces,
updating the highly used skate park and basketball
courts, and improving the public face of the park. In
line with the Skate Park Activity Plan, the skate park
is reconfigured to better meet the needs of the local
skate community through an expanded footprint and a
wider array of features. A woodland like buffer situated
between the skate park and playground provides
families and guardians a shaded, green refuge and
gathering space where they can also keep an eye on
their little ones. While the scope of this master plan
is not to outline the specifics of potential recreation
center improvements, community members feel
that Bottineau is due for an updated gym. In order to
maximize the street presence of the park on 2nd, the
parking lot is relocated to the southern edge of the park
so that the entry sequence into the recreation center
and park are more pedestrian friendly, more welcoming,
and safer. The improved entry sequence also recognizes
that the area in front of the center is a natural gathering
space and should be designed as an urban plaza with
benches and lighting to support the transitional zone
from the street to the indoor facility. The full basketball
court remains by the gym, and a half court is added in
the location of the current parking lot, buffered from
the street by the transit plaza and new wooded areas
. Bottineau Park is also situated in a neighborhood
that could benefit from stormwater management, and
the park could offer some opportunities for on site
stormwater treatment. This design proposes subsurface
storage to be sited under the expanded skate park.

Improved crossings and improved wayfinding to the
park and recreation center would help connect the
eastern residential areas to the park.

OPERATIONS AND
MAINTENANCE

IMPLEMENTATION

KNOWN LAND USE AND COORDINATION ISSUES
Moving the parking lot to the southern edge of the park
may require coordination with the City of Minneapolis
and MTS Elementary as 19th Ave NE is City ROW. There
are no perceived conflicts with the City or school use
of 19th Ave NE, but notification and coordination are
suggested as needed prior to implementation.
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VOLLEYBALL COURT
BASKETBALL COURT

19TH AVE NE

PLAYGROUND
BALL DIAMOND
RECREATION CENTER AND GYM

22ND AVE NE

MTS ELEMENTARY

INTRODUCTION

WADING POOL
SKATE PARK
MULTIUSE FIELD

NE 2ND ST

BOTTINEAU PARK

EXISTING CONDITIONS

NORTH
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East of the River Park Master Plan
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RENOVATED RECREATION
CENTER

19TH AVE NE

WALKING TRAIL
BASKETBALL COURT
BALL DIAMOND
SKATE PARK
SUBSURFACE STORMWATER
STORAGE

22ND AVE NE

MTS ELEMENTARY

NATURAL AREA: BEE LAWN

NATURAL AREA: WOODLAND
MULTIUSE FIELD
PLAYGROUND
WADING POOL
PLAZA SPACE
KID BASKETBALL COURT
TRANSIT PLAZA
FLEX LAWN

NE 2ND ST

IMPROVED CROSSINGS
RELOCATED PARKING

BOTTINEAU PARK
NORTH
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New or significantly changed amenity
Existing amenity to remain
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BOTTINEAU DESIGN MATRIX
General Input August 2017-May 2018

Ecology

Design Responses (May 2018)

Initial Concepts Input (July-August 2018)

No comments.

No comments.

Request to keep playground in current
location.

Maintained playground in current location. No comments.

Maintained playground in current location.

Wayfinding and Circulation

Request to improve public entrances and
crossings.

Proposed entry plaza and improved
pathways.

Support for improved entrances and
crossings. Request to improve transit plaza.

Preferred concept includes improved
crossings, developed transit plaza, and
pathways.

Gathering

Request to expand group gathering areas.

Proposed plaza spaces adjacent to the
recreation center and near large site
features.

Request to upgrade plaza space.

Preferred concept includes expanded plaza
areas.

Aquatic

Wading pool needs updating.

Proposed new wading pool adjacent to
recreation center.

Support for wading pool renovation and
relocation.

Preferred concept includes relocated
wading pool.

Fields

Multiuse field is highly used.

Maintained the multiuse field in the current
Support to maintain existing multiuse field.
location.

Maintained the multiuse field in the current
location.

Courts

Basketball court is highly used. Request for
additional courts.

Proposed relocation and expansion of
basketball courts.

Support for basketball expansion and court
for younger kids.

Proposed 1.5 relocated basketball courts.
One court is child size.

Multiuse diamond is highly used and a
destination.

Maintained diamond in its current location.

Strong support for keeping the existing
diamond.

Maintained diamond in its current location.

No comments.

No comments.

No comments.

No comments.

Skate park is highly used and outdated.

Proposed new and relocated skate park.

Interest in expanded skate park.

Proposed an updated and expanded skate
park near its current location.

Recreation center needs new gym.

Proposed a renovation to the recreation
center.

Support for renovated recreation center.

Proposes a renovated recreation center
including gym for track.

Play

Diamonds
Winter

Other

No comments.

Preferred Concept (September 2018)

Proposing the addition of natural planting
areas including bee lawn and woodland
areas.

EAST OF THE RIVER PARK MASTER PL AN

97

INTRODUCTION

PLANNING PROCESS

SERVICE AREA VISION

OPERATIONS AND
MAINTENANCE

PARK PLANS

IMPLEMENTATION

PROPOSED AMENITY COST ESTIMATE

BOTTINEAU PARK PROPOSED ASSETS
Asset Type

2019 ESTIMATED
COST/PROJECT

Project

Aquatics

Wading Pool, incl. demolition of existing
wading pool

$

854,268

Play

Traditional Play Structure in new containers

$

806,809

Athletics

Athletic Field renovation, bowl: 1 diamond
and 1 multi‐use field space

$

806,809

Courts

Multisport Court

$

185,091

Courts

Skatepark

$

1,063,089

Landscape

Naturalized areas

$

21,904

Landscape

Parking lot relocation

$

170,538

Other

Group picnic shelters: new shelter near
sports fields

$

104,411

Other

Renovate walking paths

$

467,759

Other

Miscl. signs, trees, furniture

$

89,614

$

4,570,292

TOTAL

OPERATIONS ESTIMATE
Amenity
Volleyball
Half Court Basketball
Plaza

Total Per Unit Operations Cost
$
1,500.00
$
1,000.00
$
10,000.00

∆
Qty

‐1
1
1
Difference

$
$
$
$

∆
Cost
(1,500.00)
1,000.00
10,000.00
9,500.00
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