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1 Background

In 2021, Saint Anthony West Neighborhood Organization (STAWNO) received a grant from the St.
Anthony Falls Heritage Board (SAFHB) to research stories of historically underrepresented groups along
the Mississippi River. STAWNO is particularly interested in areas north of St. Anthony Falls, including
near modern-day Boom Island Park. STAWNO contracted with T’Keyah Adams to produce a 41-page
research report titled “Inclusionary Stories of the Upper Saint Anthony Falls Heritage Zone.”?

In 2023, STAWNO received another grant from SAFHB to determine historical content and locations for
interpretive elements along a future North Heritage Trail, similar to the existing South Heritage Trail.
STAWNO hired Rachel Hefte of Draw Forth Consulting to facilitate the project. Draw Forth Consulting
subcontracted with Crystal Boyd of Crystal Boyd Consulting LLC to conduct this research review of
“Inclusionary Stories of the Upper Saint Anthony Falls Heritage Zone.”

2 Process

In early May 2023, Hefte and Boyd met to kick off the project and discuss the research report. Boyd then
spent 3 weeks reviewing the research report, conducting additional research, and compiling the
research review. Much of the additional research comes from internet searches and literature that was
known to Boyd through her work on the Haha Wakpadan / Bassett Creek Oral History Project. Hefte and
Boyd met again in late May 2023 to discuss the research review.

Throughout the review period, Boyd gathered additional stories through a keyword search for “Boom
Island” on the Minnesota Digital Newspaper Hub.? A subsample of results are included in this research
review as screenshots of the newspaper text, newspaper title, and publication date. Stories relevant to
historically underserved groups are included, particularly from the 1980s to the 2020s.

Please note that the Minnesota Digital Newspaper Hub is a living resource with new material added
periodically. The Minnesota Historical Society (MNHS) has emphasized digitizing African American and
Native American newspapers, including the Minnesota Spokesman-Recorder and The Ojibwe News.
These provided excellent examples of community activities in the area in the late 1900s and early 2000s.
However, other newspapers have been digitized and are available only through in-person visits to the
Gale Research Library at the Minnesota Historical Society. Continued research may provide additional
relevant stories, particularly from the early 1900s through the 1980s.


https://www.mnhs.org/newspapers/hub

3 Research Review

3.1 Geography

a.

Geographic Boundaries

The report states, “The boundaries for this project are located at Hennepin Avenue,
Main Street NE, 6" Avenue NE, Plymouth Avenue Bridge, and Second Street North.
History is not confined to arbitrary boundaries however, therefore, information
within this report could have a connection back to the Heritage Zone but not be
within the prescribed boundaries” (6).

Mapped Cultural Resources

Analysis of the Cultural Resources Map reveals 13 entities mapped to 18 locations
(38 —41). Some entities, such as St James African Methodist Episcopal Church, are
mapped to multiple locations.

With the exception of Cloutier’s Saloon and possibly the Native American burial from
1870, all mapped locations are outside the project’s prescribed boundaries.

Looking to the broader boundaries of the full St. Anthony Falls Heritage Zone, it
appears that 6 locations are documented within the Zone and 10 are outside it.

Unmapped Cultural Resources

The report contains several unmapped cultural resources. Some are located beyond
the project boundaries yet are still in Minneapolis. The location of others may be
revealed through additional research.

Unmapped resources include:

e Home of Alexis Cloutier, where Maria Haynes lived and worked (13)

e Sumner Field housing development (14)

e Home of Paul Brown and informal start of St. James AME Church (15)

e Location of St. James AME Church from 1892 to 1918 at 8t Avenue South
and 4t Street (15)

e Home of Jasper Gibbs and lone Woods at 14 4t Street South (17)

e Short-term home of Bethesda Missionary Baptist Church at 505-1/2
Washington Avenue South (18)

e St. Charles Hotel, home of William Armstrong’s barbershop (20)

e Home of John Cheatham at 3020 20" Avenue (22)

e Fire Station #24 at Hiawatha and 45 Street (23)

e Cheatham Avenue in the Longfellow neighborhood (23)

e Owamniyomni or St. Anthony Falls (27)



Wita Waste or Nicollet Island (30 — 31)

Locations associated with Azayamankawin or “Old Bets” (see section 4.1)
Residences of 7 families that lived near the Heritage Zone as listed in the
1880 census (38; see recommendations).

d. Recommendations

1)

2)

3)

Clarify the project’s geographic boundaries. Create a map outlining these
boundaries.

If the project boundaries are confirmed as the streets listed in the report,
determine what portion of stories should be directly related to that area (i.e.,
modern-day Boom Island Park, B.F. Nelson Park, etc). Additional research
may be warranted to increase the number of stories directly tied to that
area.

If the project boundaries are confirmed as the full Heritage Zone or beyond,
efforts should be made to minimize overlap with existing or planned
interpretive signage. For example, Eliza Winston, Emily Grey, and the
Winslow House are already included in signage on the South Heritage Trail.

Research the locations of unmapped cultural resources. Update the Cultural
Resources Map.

Clarify if Table 3 contains a complete list of African American people living
near the Heritage Zone in 1880. The table only shows last names starting
with letters “A” and “B,” so there may be more names that could prompt
additional research.



3.2 Time Period

a.

Time Period

The report does not specify a time period for its research. Analysis of its
photographs and text indicate an emphasis on the 1850s through the 1890s. A few
stories extend to the 1900s through 1930s. Some population data extends to 1970
or 2020.

Native American life prior to 1850 is described in general terms, alongside
descriptions of three treaties: the Treaty of 1805, Treaty of 1837, and Treaty of
1851. The latest reference to a Native American person is the death of
Azayamankawin (“Old Bets”) in 1873.

Recommendations:

1) Clarify the project’s time period. Note that limiting stories to pre-1900 may
emphasize the myth that Native American people no longer exist.
Additionally, limiting information to pre-1900 precludes opportunities to
showcase inclusive stories from the past 120 years. For example, focusing on
settler stories would prevent discussion of how Boom Island Park became a
community resource for historically underserved groups starting in the
1980s.

2) Consider conducting audience research to determine which time periods
generate the highest levels of interest.



3.3 Interpretive Themes
a. Report Themes
Understandably, the research report focuses on historical research. It does not
identify potential interpretive themes.

b.  Potential Themes
Preliminary analysis suggests several connecting threads among the stories,

including:
e \Water
e Power

e Enterprise (or Economy)
e Family
e Community

c. Recommendations
1) Conduct audience research to identify and evaluate interpretive themes
(currently in progress with Draw Forth Consulting).

2) Develop an Interpretive Plan for the project area. Potential funders may
include the St. Anthony Falls Heritage Board, the Minnesota Arts and Cultural
Heritage Grant Program, Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board, or others.
Potential contractors may include Amplifier Experience Design, Museology
Museum Services, 106 Group, and others. MNHS offers a list of Interpretive
Planners through its Preservation Specialists Directory.3



https://www.mnhs.org/preservation/directory

3.4 Research Topics
a. Research Topics

The report outlines 2 research topics: African American and Native American
experiences in or near the St. Anthony Falls Heritage Zone (9).

These topics are further refined by research questions on 6 subtopics: African
American work, residences, and institutions, and Dakota placenames, landscape
features, and seasonal activities.

b. Gaps
The report stays true to its 2 identified research topics. However, there are

multiple opportunities to consider additional inclusive stories. These topics might
include:

African American — including cultural events at Boom Island Park
Native American — including Anishinaabe/Ojibwe and Ho-Chunk/Winnebago
Asian American or Pacific Islander

Hispanic or Latino

Two or more races

Age —including stories about children and seniors

Veterans

LGBTQIA+/Two Spirit

Gender — including women'’s history

Religion — including Jewish history related to the North side

Health —including people living with disabilities or mental health issues
Foreign Born, Citizenship, and/or Language — including how White
immigrants will or will not be addressed

Education

Economy — including labor unions

Income Level and Poverty

Environmental History — including the development of Boom Island and
environmental racism

C. Recommendations

1)

Conduct additional research to fill research gaps and include stories from
additional historically underserved groups. See Section 4.



4 Suggested Resources and Content

Included below are suggested resources for the 2 topics identified in the report (African
American and Native American history) and many of the identified gaps. Newspaper
clipping are from the Minnesota Digital Newspaper Hub, with the newspaper’s title and
date included with each screenshot. These resources are not exhaustive. Additional
research may be required.

4.1 African American —including cultural events at Boom Island Park

Expanding the timeframe to include stories post-1900 would allow discussion of Boom
Island Park as a community resource for historically underserved groups. For example, the
Minnesota Digital Newspaper Hub offers these event announcements that could prompt
further research and potential visuals for interpretive signage.

a. Article describing the “3™ Annual Omega Boat Ride” leaving from Boom Island
Park for Omega Psi Phi fraternity, an African American organization (1989):
Minneapolis spokesman. Pub. Date July 20, 1989

Allaboard on the good ship Omega

The 3rd Annual
Omega Boat Ride will be

This is a "'can’t miss '’
for your full summer of fun!

Cities

leaving the Boom Island Park
in Minneapolis, Sat., August 5,
1989, 9:30 p.m. to 12:30 a.m
aboard the Anson Northrup.
The Omega Crew invites you
aboard for an evening of en-
tertainment and enjoyment.
This event is just like the
world famous Omega Boat
Rides held annually in such
cities as New York,
Philadelphia, Washington,
D.C., Chicago, Detroit, New
Orleans, Miami, Charleston,
Los Angeles, Seattle,
Cleveland, Port Arthur, San
Francisco and Baltimore, to
just name a few. These boat
rides are the talk of these
cities. There is no other like
them, but many have attem-
pted to copy them. So please
come "'Cruise With The Ques™!
This is one of the greatest
summer highlights*of the Twin

There will be partying, music,
food, Pn-u-rum-s of all kinds
The boat's capacity is 380, and
when these tickets are gone,
there will not be anymore
available. Any member of
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity will
have tickets, If not, just give a
call to one of the persons
helow

Epsilon Rho Chapter is
going all out to make this boat
ride the “‘hest ever.”” All
proceeds will go to our scholar
ship fund, Essay Contest,
Chapter Against Drugs and
Achievement Week Activities
For information, please con
tact: Capt. Jon Riley, 925
JO28: 1st Mate, James Short
X24-4286; 2nd Mate, Dave
Abrams 227-0724; and 3rd
Mate Julian Stafford

MY i
H2-K157



Advertisement with interesting visual element for the “Cruise with the Ques”

b.
leaving from Boom Island Park for Omega Psi Phi fraternity, an African American

organization (1989):
Minneapolis spokesman. Pub. Date August 3, 1989

OMEGA PSI PHI F

Advertisement for the “2"4 Annual ‘Bohemian Boat Cruise and Dance’” leaving
from Boom Island Park for the Minnesota Alliance of Black School Educators

(1991):

Minneapolis spokesman. Pub. Date May 23, 1991

nce of Black S¢hool Educats

.

Minnesota Allia
2nd Annual "Bohemian Boat Cruise

and Dance"

Friday, June 7th For Tickets Call
Spm until 12:00 Midnight Pamelo: 627-2323 (Days)

Boarding at 8:30pm Sharp! 25-0366 (Eves)
on the Anson Northrup 522-1539 (Eves)
Boom Island Park 521-6581 (Eves)
Downtown Minneapolis
(Cash Bar)
$20 conation per person

Hot Hors d'oceuvres included

Casual Dress D.J."




Article promoting the Northside Schools reunion for classes graduating in the
1950s through 1970s at Boom Island, and a quote saying, “If you live in South

Minneapolis or in St. Paul, or wherever, around 1950-1970, then you must have
come north for the jumps. Remember those?” (1992):
Minneapolis spokesman. Pub. Date August 13, 1992

Northside Schools reunion to be held

August 22

On August 22, 12pm, an all-
school alumni reunion will be
held at the Boom Island,
located on Plymouth Avenue
and West River Road. “Re-
membering the Times” from
the 1950s to the 1970s. If you or
someone you know attended
any of the schools in the
central downtown area, and
North Minneapolis area on
the above dates, come out and
Join us in “restoring the pride
back to the northside.” We
also invite the many friends
of North Minneapolis who
spent time at the Phyllis
Wheatley House who can for-
get the canteen!

If you live in South Min-
neapolis or in St. Paul, or
wherever, around 1950-1970,
then you must have came
north for the jumps. Remem-
ber those? You must attend

this old time fun event. We
have the City Council and the
State Representatives speak-
ing from our area, several
Phyllis Wheatley alumni
staff will be speaking as well.

There will be live enter-
tainment, boat rides, and lots
of food. You are welcome to
bring your own food, picnic
facilities are available; bring
a blanket and lawn chairs,
too. There will be a dance con-
test to the old time jams, and
lots of memories will be
shared. We will also have a
memorial tribute to all our
northside friends and rela-
tives not with us.

RafMes for prizes will be held
every half hour, so come out
and have fun, as we Remem.
ber the Times. This event is
sponsored by The Northside
Connection.

11



Article with The Northside Connection giving thanks for “Honoring the Northside

Celebration” held at Boom Island and mentioning “several four generation

families in the crowd” (1992):
Minneapolis spokesman. Pub. Date October 15, 1992

A special "Thanks' from The Northside @ &

Connection

The Northside Connection
would like to thank everyone
for coming out and
participating in their first
annual “Honoring The
Northside Celebration”
recently held, at Boom Island.

We would also like to thank
all the north and northeast
businesses and agencies for
helping to sponsor such a
successful event

There were hundreds and
hundreds of long time friends
and acquaintances who came
together on one accord to share

school day memories,
embrace and get
reacquainted.

Gwen Mccoy, Vice President
of the Northside Connection
observed several four
generation families in the
crowd; which was a strong
indication of family unity in
the Northside Community.

There were surprise visiturs
who came from out of state
and some made their grand
entrances in limousines.

We would also like to thank

our speakers, Bernadette
Anderson, Jackie
Cherrynolmes, Richard

Jefferson and Sandra Hilary
for doing such a good job of
representing our community.

Chaz millionaire had
everyone reminiscing to the

Northside Connection Committee Members : (L to R) Sue Bell,
Mary Glover, Rosalind Lewis, Ronda Williams, Gwen
McCoy, Juanita Hargest, Mike McNeal and Ann Funchie.

outstanding performance in
singing "It's so hard to say
good-bye to yesterday”. And
the Rev. Harvey Witherspoon
for joining us in the
festivities

Ann Funchie, president of
The Northside Connection
concluded the Gala with a
poem entitled, "Remem-
bering the times Remem-
bering you", which was
dedicated to loved ones and
friends no longer with us. It
was a special part of the
memorial tribute service.

The Northside Connection
will be sponsoring other
community events in the near
future. You will be notified of
these activities by newsletter,
flyers and the spokesman

Our congratulati
Miller and Clifto

The 67th Annual
Communications Prince Hall |
Grand Chapter Order of the |
Eastern Star of Minnesota

old jamms as he kept the The next Northside Jurisdiction met at the
entertainment alive. A Celebration is scheduled for Holiday Inn North in |
special thanks goes out to August, 1993. Brooklyn Park on September |
| T | Bak L Akl

12



f.

Minneapolis spokesman. Pub. Date May 19, 1994

The public is invited
Lo our

5th Annual
Bohemian Boat
Cruise & Dance

Friday, June 10, 1994

$300pm to 1230 am

Anson Northrup Boat
Boom lsland Loading Dock
Mpls, MN

Casual dress, cash bar, hors
d'oeuvres. Good music

MN Alliance of Black School
Educators (MABSE)

(Scholarship Function)

For tickets or more information
call 521-6681
or ask any MABSE member

S/RAR, 48, 50

Article for the “5™ Annual Bohemian Boat Cruise and Dance” leaving from Boom
Island Loading Dock for the Minnesota Alliance of Black School Educators (1994):

13



Advertisement for Northside Connection hosting its 3™ annual community

celebration at Boom Island Park to “enhance cultural and community pride” and

“to celebrate our youth and their families” (1994):
[ Minneapolis spokesman. Pub. Date June 23, 1994

Northside Connection, Inc
hosts Third Annual celebration

e Northside Connection, Inc will be hosting it's third annual
community celebrations at Boom Island Park (Sth Ave NE, over
the Plymouth Ave Bridge) on Saturday, August 27 from 12 noon
until 9 pm
The theme will be "A Cultural Harvest Celebrating Our Youth "
This event will serve many purposes in the community It will be an
event to enhance cultural and community pride The main objective
for NCI this year is to celebrate our youth and their families There
will be good food, music, games, prizes, speakers and a cruise on the
Mississippi River Hoat
Northside Connection, Inc is a non-profit organization comprised of
residents working together to restore pride on the Northside We
invite you and your family to get together with us to celebrate on one
accord, for an aflerncon of fun and festivities We look forward to
seeing you' For more information contact Ann Funchie 529-7461,
Gwen McCoy 193-5035 or Darcy Willis 529-8007

14



Article about Northside Connection hosting its 3" annual community celebration
at Boom Island Park, with a quote from the organization’s president, Ann Funchie:
“After watching the deterioration of their neighborhood due to crime and other

social problems we (residents) decided to take a stand to bring the community

and neighbors together, thus forming the Connection” (1994):

Minneaﬁolis sEokesman. Pub. Date SeEternI:l-er 1, 1994

NOKTHSIDE CONNECTION

Story and Photo by Emmett Timmons

Thr Northside Connection, Inc . a community service oriented group
of original Northside residents, hosted its third annual Community
Celebration. The event was held on Saturday, August 27, st Boom
Island Park located on Sth Avenue, NE over the Plymouth Avenus

r—

NOR [ HSIDE CONNECTION
?mcm%sg THE TIMES

1950 1910

i >

- 2 TR \

Bridge in Minneapolis

“I think it went well this year's theme was ‘A Cultural Harvest
Celebrating our Youth woording o Owen McCoy, a4 member of the
organization “The iden s to hring together children from different
ethnic backgrounds to participate in various games, sports, and other
activities,” she said

The event fentured a cruise on the Mississippt River Hoat, Musi
food vendors, guest speakers, and prizes

Ann Funchie, president of the four-year-old “non-profit” organization
stated that “"Afer watching the deterioration of their neighborhood
due to crime and other social problema we (residents) decided o take a
stand to bring the community and neighbors together, thus forming
the Connection.” said Funchie They hope o sponsor a fund-raiser in
the near future and community support is welcomed

15



i.  Article describing the “Minneapolis—One Family” multicultural festival at Boom
Island Park, featuring representations of “Africa, Ireland, India, Mexico, the
Caribbean, Laos, Philippines, Vietnam, and the good old USA” with three goals:
“To celebrate indigenous arts of the Twin Cities, to open people’s hearts and
minds to the beauty of our differences as culturs as well as our similarities, and to

use the arts as a way to increase awareness of cultural diversity of the Twin Cities”
(1996)

Minneapolis spokesman. Pub. Date July 4, 1996

Aquatennial to host one family |
multi—cultural festival

.‘\’f.’t"':'t an [‘:.\f"/'a SS [""'.'t.".t "(.'I' .\(.’0( ISOIS ('HN{"!/)N“' (O fi'-\', ‘

¢ Fuxmmal
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“Minneapolis - One Family”
A Maporsl Agustennos Mufcubure Cetetirah o

Sunday July 34 ¢ Boesn belnndd Park

d A Neem o i m

Etrhevic Food Count
Aris & Crafts Vendors
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[ Minnesota spokesman-recorder. Pub. Date July 5, 2001

More help needed as convention date nears

By Hattie Webb
Contributing Writer

In just two months, thousands
of Black Baptists will begin
descending upon the Twin Cities
in what will be an historic event
for Minnesota, the National Bap-
tist Convention. The 121st Annu-
al Meeting will convene Septem-
ber 3 through September 7.
Events will be held at both the
Convention Center and the Tar-
get Center in Minneapolis. Dele-
gates will be occupying 24 hotels
throughout the Twin Cities, with
the largest concentration, 11
hotels, in downtown Minneapolis.

Every week the “Minnesota
Spokesman-Recorder,” the “lead
newspaper” of the convention,
will run updates in its “count-
down to the convention” series.

Reverend lan D. Bethel, Sr,
the senior pastor of New Begin-
nings Tabernacle in Minneapolis,
is president of the Minnesota
State Baptist Convention, and
Sylvia Payne Loveless of Greater
Mount Vernon Baptist Church is
the convention coordinator. Thir-
ty-five Baptist churches in Min-
nesota make up the Minnesota
Baptist Convention.

There is still much work to be
done. Volunteers are desperately
needed to staff the hospitality
desks at the hotels, airport, and
information booths at the Con-
vention Center. If you have data
entry skills, registration clerks
are needed to register the dele-

: gates as they arrive at the Con-
vention Center; the pay is $10 per

hour. Also, courtesy car drivers

Reverend lan D. Bethel, Sr.

are needed to shuttle convention-
eers around the cities. If you have
a good driving record and insur-
ance, it will be a great way to earn
tips,

Boom lIsland in Minneapolis
has been reserved for the Labor
Day pienic. There is plenty of
space available for vendors. The
picnic will be followed by a musi-
cal at the Target Center at 7 pm,
under the direction of Rev, Jerry
McAfee, senior pastor of New
Salem Baptist Church in Min-
neapolis. The musical will fea-
ture a 200-voice Convention
Choir. Tickets for the musical are
$10

As plans are finalized, more
information will be forthcoming
in this column each week.

For more convention informa-
tion, call Progressive Baptist
Church from 10 am to 3 pm on
Monday. Tuesday, Thursday or
Friday at 651-774-5503.

Article describing the National Baptist Convention in Minneapolis for “thousands
of Black Baptists,” including a Labor Day picnic at Boom Island (2001):

18



k.  Article with images of African American performers Chance the Rapper and
GRRRLPRTY at Boom Island Park for the “Rock the Garden” concert (2016):
Minnesota spokesman-recorder. Pub. Date June 23, 2016

2016 Rock the Garden: new riverside
location, same great lineup

Rock the Garden kicked off the summer at a new location down by the Mississippi River at Boom Island, June

18, Hosted by The Current radio station 89.3 and The Walker Art Center, the new location, combined with the

performances — including Chance the Rapper and GRRRLPRTY (pictured above) — drew a sold out crowd.
Photos by Chris Juhn.

See the MSR website at spokesman-recorder.com for a recap by Jonika Stowes and more photos
of the event by Chris Juhn.

19



Advertisement with good visuals for Minneapolis International Festival at Boom
Island Regional Park (2017):
Minnesota spokesman-recorder. Pub. Date May 4, 2017
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4.2 Native American — Dakota

Additional research may reveal Dakota stories more closely related to the Boom Island
area, including:

a. Where The Waters Gather and the Rivers Meet: An Atlas of the Eastern Sioux* —
book by Paul Durand. Includes a map with 2 Dakota placenames for landscape
features in the Heritage Zone: Owamni (St. Anthony Falls) and Faha Wakpadan
(Bassett Creek). Image here.”

b. Azayamankawin’s ferry operating between Boom Island and the mouth of Haha
Wakpadan / Bassett Creek, as reported and needing verification here.®

c. The relationship between Haha Wakpadan / Bassett Creek and suburban American
Indian people, including Dakota, Anishinaabe, Ho-Chunk, and other tribal
backgrounds, through oral histories conducted in 2022 (here,” here,® and here®).

d. The Dakota restaurant Owamnil® located near the falls and Dakota chef/author
Sean Sherman.!

e. Native-led Friends of the Falls and community engagement materials!? related to
interpreting?®3 the area surrounding Owamniyomni .

f. Native-led Wakpan Tipi'4 in St. Paul for interpretive ideas and context.

g. Consider including photo of tipis near Colonel Stevens’ house in Minneapolis
(here).’ However, note that information about this photo is included in the South
Heritage Trail.

h. Article describing a meeting of Lakota, Dakota, and Nakota people at Boom Island
City Park (1997):
[ The Ojibwe news. Pub. Date May 23, 1997



https://www.amazon.com/Where-Waters-Gather-Rivers-Meet/dp/0964146908
https://www.usdakotawar.org/history/multimedia/where-water-gather-map
http://millcitytimes.com/news/boom-island-one-thing-after-another.html
https://www.valleychurch.net/land-acknowledgement
https://healingmnstories.wordpress.com/2022/06/15/%C8%9Fa%C8%9Fa-wakpadan-and-the-missing-stories-of-native-americans-living-in-the-suburbs/
https://mncollections.org/Gallery/3964
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2022/09/19/how-owamni-became-the-best-new-restaurant-in-the-united-states
https://www.amazon.com/Sioux-Chefs-Indigenous-Kitchen/dp/0816699798/ref=sr_1_1?hvadid=409949320495&hvdev=c&hvlocphy=9019602&hvnetw=g&hvqmt=e&hvrand=8272996466551404865&hvtargid=kwd-365747921453&hydadcr=24600_11409231&keywords=the+sioux+chef+indigenous+kitchen&qid=1684445201&sr=8-1
https://thefalls.org/engage/#resources
https://thefalls.org/design/
https://www.wakantipi.org/wakantipicenter
https://digitalcollections.hclib.org/digital/collection/MplsPhotos/id/47571/

i. Article in The Ojibwe News about the 6™ Annual Walk for Justice starting at Boom
Island (2001):

[ The Ojibwe news. Pub. Date August 24, 2001

j. Indian Sugar Camp,'® watercolor by Seth Eastman, showing maple sugar operations

potentially at Nicollet Island (1849-1855) and commentary from Minneapolis

Institute of Art:

LJ Indian Sugar Camp, 1849-1855

Seth Eastman v

Watercolor v

GIFT OF THE W. DUNCAN AND NIVIN MACMILLAN FOUNDATION ¥ 2014.31.25

Not on View v

Seth Eastman may have observed this scene on Nicollet Island, in
present-day Minneapolis, which was covered in maple trees and
home to several sugar camps. He depicts the hard work required to
transform maple sap into sugar: chopping, pouring, hauling,
stirring. There was also tasting -- including by a naked baby!' A
detail at left shows sap dripping into a container, the first step
before it heads to the kettles for boiling into syrup. This is evidently
the first time this activity was recorded by a non-Native person.

This watercolor, one of 35 works on paper by Eastman in Mia's
collection, was the basis for an illustration in Henry Rowe
Schoolcraft's massive “Historical and Statistical Information
Respecting the History, Condition, and Prospects of the Indian
Tribes of the United States” (Philadelphia: Lippincott, Grambo &
Co., 1851-57)

s|&|<

Details

INDIAN SUGAR SAMP

Title Indian Sugar Camp
Dated 6 1849-1855

22


https://collections.artsmia.org/art/36167/indian-sugar-camp-seth-eastman

k.  See additional stories about Dakota people in sections 4.3 (Anishinaabe/Ojibwe),
4.7 (Children), and 4.8 (Veterans).

4.3 Native American — Anishinaabe/Ojibwe
a. The relationship of Joel Bean Bassett, namesake of Bassett Creek and Indian Agent
for the Anishinaabe at Crow Wing (1865 — 1869), and his self-dealing timber
interests. See information here,'” here,'® and here.'® Bassett’s second sawmill
provided the foundation for the Japanese restaurant Fuji-Ya%? and later the Dakota
restaurant Owamni.?!

4.4 Native American — Ho-Chunk/Winnebago
a.  See the Haha Wakpadan / Bassett Creek Oral History Project described in section
4.1 (Dakota), which includes 2 oral histories with Ho-Chunk brothers Brad
Blackhawk and Ben Blackhawk.

b. In 1855, Ho-Chunk people passed through Saint Anthony on their way to Blue Earth
(here).??

4.5 Asian American or Pacific Islander

a. The Japanese restaurant Fuji-Ya 23 that opened on the Mississippi riverfront in
1968 and restaurant owner Reiko Weston.

b. The end of riverboat cruises above the lock and dam in 2012 to help stop the
spread of invasive fish,?* and renaming “Asian carp” as “silverfin” to reduce stigma
against Asian American people.?

c. Qiuxia Wlech, co-owner of Boom Island Brewing Company from Chengdu, China.

Also their beer named “BH (Ming). It means ‘Clarity,” but it’s also how you say
‘Minnesota’ in Chinese.”?®

d. Chinese in Minnesota?’ — book by Sherri Gebert Fuller.

e. Hmongin Minnesota?® — book by Chia Youyee Vang.

f. Koreansin Minnesota®® — book by Sooh-Rhee Ryu.

g. Article about presidential candidate Andrew Yang hosting his “Humanity First” tour
at Boom Island Park (2019):

Minnesota spokesman-recorder. Pub. Date May 16, 2019

23


https://treatiesmatter.org/treaties/land/1867-ojibwe
https://www.bassettbranches.org/newsblog/joel-bean-bassett-lumberman-of-minnesota/
https://healingmnstories.wordpress.com/2022/06/15/%C8%9Fa%C8%9Fa-wakpadan-and-the-missing-stories-of-native-americans-living-in-the-suburbs/
http://collections.mnhs.org/mnhistorymagazine/articles/58/v58i05-06p320-331.pdf
https://www.startribune.com/new-downtown-minneapolis-park-blends-mill-ruins-indigenous-culture-water-works/600059384/
https://www.mnopedia.org/event/ho-chunk-and-blue-earth-1855-1863
http://collections.mnhs.org/MNHistoryMagazine/articles/66/v66i03p98-111.pdf
https://www.minneapolisparks.org/parks-destinations/parks-lakes/boom_island_park/
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5ad6b802a9e0287694992efa/t/62c2177b2ea9432c7361437a/1656887183139/2022-SSNewsletter.pdf
https://boomislandbrewing.wordpress.com/2018/06/06/this-is-more-than-beer-to-me/
https://shop.mnhs.org/collections/browse-mnhs-press-titles/products/chinese-minnesota
https://shop.mnhs.org/collections/browse-mnhs-press-titles/products/hmong-minnesota
https://shop.mnhs.org/collections/browse-mnhs-press-titles/products/hmong-minnesota

By Chris Juhn
Editorial Intern

Minnesota is expected 10 be a battieground state in the next
presidential dection, and both major partees ane gunning to claim
the state as theirs.

Among the presidential hopefuls to visit the Twin Citles so far
s candlidate Andrew Yang, He is one of three Democrats who
bave already planned stops in the state, with both Beto O'Rourke
and Pet Buttigieg, also making appearances over the last week
o weeks.
 Yang hested his “Humanity First” tour for about 500 people
at Boom sand Park on May 5 He said his platform focuses on
three main areas a universal basic income of SL000/month for ev-
ery American over the age of 18, Medicare for all, and human-cer
fered capitalisn.

4.6 Hispanic or Latino
a. Mexicans in Minnesota3® — book by Dionicio Valdes.

b. Baztec, a Spanish-speaking fishing and outdoor organization, hosted its fishing
opener at Boom Island in 2023.3! Screenshot:

May

1. Saturday, May 13th 9am-1pm Fishing Opener Mississippi River, at Boom Island Park, Minneapolis, MN (back-up date Sat May 27th 9am-1pm)
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https://shop.mnhs.org/collections/browse-mnhs-press-titles/products/mexicans-minnesota
https://www.baztecmn.com/eventos.html
https://www.baztecmn.com/eventos.html

4.7 Age —including stories about children and seniors

a.

OLD RAIL FENCE CORNERS

only have them for dinner,” and so it was, I suppose
there were more pies on the breakfast tables of that
little village of St. Anthony than there would be now
at that meal in the great city of Minneapolis, for it
was then a New England village.

Dr. Lysander P, Foster—1849.

I came to Minneapolis on the Ben Franklin, She
was a wood burner and every time that her captain
would see a pile of wood that some new settler had
cut, he would run ashore, tie up and buy it. A pas-
senger was considered very haughty if he did not
take hold and help.

My father built his house partly of lumber hauled
from Stillwater, but finished with lumber from here,
as the first mill at the foot of First Avenue Southeast
was then completed. It had one saw only and so anx-
ious were the settlers for the lumber, that each board
was grabbed and walked off with as soon as it came
from the saw.

The first school 1 went to as a boy of fourteen,
was on Marshall Street Northeast, between Fourth
and Sixth Avenues. It was taught by Miss Backus.
There were two white boys and seven half-breed Bot-
tineaus, It was taught much like kindergarten of to-
day—object lessons, as the seven half-breeds spoke
only French and Miss Backus only English, Mec-
Guffy’s Reader was the only text book,

The Indians were much like white people. The
Sioux boys at their camp at the mouth of Bassett’s
Creek were always my playfellows. I spent man{

‘happy days hunting, fishing and playing games wit

them. They were always fair in their play. The
games they enjoyed most were “Shinny” and a game
played on the ice in the winter. A stick with a long
handle and heavy smooth curved end was thrown
with all the strength possible, Some could throw it
over a block. The one throwing it farthest beat, I
suppose what I call “shinny” was really La Crosse.

38

Memories from Dr. Lysander P. Foster about playing games with Native American
children “at their camp at the mouth of Bassett Creek” in “Old Rail Fence
Corners.” Thank you to Edna Brazaitis for providing this resource.
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b.  Article about MAD DADS meeting at Boom Island to celebrate the annual Senior
Citizen Safety Pride Day with good photographs (2016):
l Minnesota spokesman-recorder. Pub. Date August 11, 2016

MAD DADS celebrates and encourages seniors in Mpls

“Oner elders may be our past, but they aresomuch oo it
i Ry D IS S Moss and :yum mnsm
President V] Smith. Attendees also enjoyed
n Friday, August 5, MAD DADS  live entertainment from James “Cornbread”
Minneapolis hosted the annual  Harris, Se, Wenso Ashby and more.
Senior Citizen Safety Pride Day
at Boom Istand in Minneapolis. See more photos and video highlights by
The festivities included food. games, Paige Elliott on MSRNewsOnline.com.
information about community resources,
and rks of and

Seniors enjoying the music VJ Smith honored his mother Barbara Smart-Smith (left) and his sister Huda Muhammad
atthe event.
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4.8 Veterans

a. Names and residential addresses for American Indian World War | Draft

Registrants (50-51, here).3?

LS | e
g, i

e @ 54

1
Children's (”», A
Theatre Company % . e o,
i 3L :

Lo

v' ‘

FIGURE 19. RESIDENCES OF AMERICAN INDIAN WORLD WAR | DRAFT REGISTRANTS
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https://www2.minneapolismn.gov/media/content-assets/www2-documents/government/Minneapolis-Native-American-Context-Statement-(pdf).pdf

TABLE 3. NATIVE AMERICAN WORLD WAR | DRAFT REGISTRANTS IN MINNEAPOLIS

Name Address Employer - Occupation Birthdate
Landour Hotel

Frederick Bender (822 Nicollet Ave) State Mutual Life - Insurance 19 Apr 1894
Flour City Ormarmental Iron Co. -

Antone William Buffalo, Jr. 409 E. Franklin Ave Mechanic 14 Sep 1877
H S Christian Co. (automobiles) -

Joseph Peter Buffalo 2015 4" Ave S Bookkeeper 10 May 1883
Twin City Rapid Transit Co. -

Robert Francis Buffalo 1015 3" Ave § Automobile Mechanic 6 May 1885
Exide Battery Co. -

Wenga Harry Cornell 548 6" Ave N Battery man 3 June 1880
Great Northern Railway -

Jefferson M Couch 3905 Clinton 5 Checker 11 Apr 1894

Theodore Desentelle 2315 Walton Place Labarer for Father 1 June 1896

5t James Hotel

Charles Edward Drew {12-14 N 2™ Harvesting for Ed Mahan 31 May 1882
Minneapolis Auto Laundry Co. -

Joe Gilman 3218 Bryant S Salesman 8 Feb 1892
Minneapolis Steel and Machinery

William Henry Green 1312 2™ 5t s Co. - Laborer 3 Mar 1874

John L. Gulick 378" 50 Mew Palace Café - Cook 16 Feb 1888

DeWitt Hare 1018 19" Ave NE Lecturer Oct 1880
Minnesota Steel & Machinery

Frederic Johnson 3101 43" Ave S Co. - Laborer 29 Sep 1882
Paotter-Gilmore(?) Co. -

James Leonard Kiley 114 Hennepin Ave Woodsman 24 May 1883

James Garfield Kindness 508 3°StN Elks Club - Poultry Dresser 1 Feb 1884
Soo Line Railroad - Locomaotive

Samuel Hugh King 2730 Taylor St NE Engineer 16 Mar 1886

John LaBatte 4345 14" Ave § Ford Motor Co. - Laborer 2 Sep 1873

Albert Wilfred LaSart 725 Western Ave Farmwork for O. G. Ellestad 13 June 1899
W. 5. Knott Co. - Leather

Raymond Francis McCreary 907 8" Ave § Worker 23 May 1892

Jerry Joseph Pero LIS, Hotel St. Thomas Academy - Student 6 Mar 1899

Paul Herman Radtke 1410 Girard Ave N Mone 5 Feb 1893

Victor Swanson 3940 26" Ave § City Water Works - Carpenter 4 Oct 1876

Jerry Vader 546 6" Ave N J. A Withers (7) - Teamster 13 Dec 1891
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4.9 LGBTQIA+/Two Spirit
a. OUT Venture, a “new Pride event in 2022 and the first of its kind in the country
that offers a tapestry of Minnesota outdoor activities hosted by the LGBTQIA+
community and allies” (here3? and here3*).

OU |

VENTURE
2 LN NG

BOOM ISLAND - MAY 21 - 12-6

b.  Rainbow Run at Boom Island in 2021 with more than 1,000 participants (here3>).

c. Photo of Nicole Matthews (Anishinaabe) in front of the Memorial for Survivors of
Sexual Violence at Boom Island Park in 2020 (here)3®.
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https://www.exploreminnesota.com/event/out-venture/27660
https://tcpride.org/event/out-venture-2022/
https://kstp.com/kstp-news/top-news/hundreds-celebrate-return-to-in-person-pride-events-with-rainbow-run-5k/
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2020/11/01/changemakers-nicole-matthews-ending-sexual-violence-is-part-of-my-purpose

d.

Advertisement for Twin Cities Black GLBT Pride Events including a river boat cruise
starting at Boom Island Park (2003):
Minnesota spokesman-recorder. Pub. Date July 31, 2003
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4.10 Gender —including women’s history

e

a. Description of “Five dusky inmates of Ida Dorsey’s” being arrested, alongside the
discovery of a newborn infant’s body in a bundle in the river (1887):
5t. Paul daily globe. Pub. Date August 22, 1887

A NEW CHARGE.

Five Women Arrested for Con-
tempt of Police Commission.
Five dusky inmates of lda Dorsey’s
miaison de joie at 116 Second avenue
=outh were arrested about 3 o'cloek yes-
terday morning, It appears that Capt.
MeKernan visited the jolut and that the

R s ' 1] b 14

hnrions Idu, was anul«ri‘ i
be ami’g‘n‘ed i:‘t';a mn:ticép:almn m
morting .:‘: qmmﬁ | police com-

The great river has again brought to
llght the evidenee of some one's crime
ad some woman's shame, Yesterday
morning about 11 o'clock, as one of the

i
oot
:a%?ii

g
:
£
g
~E£3
%‘g%

B A Al AMBae. BB Ran
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b. Same story as above in a Swedish newspaper (1887):
Svenska amerikanska posten. Pub. Date August 23, 1887

Rough Google Translatation: The body of a small child was found last Sunday among the logs
on Boom Island, a short distance from Nicollet Island, and was taken into the hands of Deputy
Sheriff Spring. The body, which had probably been in the water for 2 or 3 days, was wrapped in
an oil cloth, and no marks were found on the same.
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. P
Story of African American woman who served as “a pioneer midwife” on Boom

Island/Nicollet Island and was once stopped by police who were seeking
information about newborn babies being found dead in the river. Also story about

“no time for prejudice” when helping deliver a baby (1957):
Minneapolis spokesman. Pub. Date March 1, .19577

Mother Nelson, Beloved
Midwife Was Friend
Of Early Minneapolitans

This Is the concluding install-
ment of an article by Elvirs Bet-
lach on the life of Mother Nelson,
ploncer midwife, which began in
the Issue of February 22,

By Elvira Betlach

She hadn't seen anything in the
half-light of dawn

clock she called up the stairs
Would Mrs Bushey harness Saul
and drive with her to the spot

where the horse was frightened
He had never acted that way be-
fore. When they arrived they
told that at 430 a milk-
wagon driver had been killed. his
team had been frightened and ran

were

AwWay, overturming the wagon at
that spot.

"Something evil” Granny was
sure,

When the UU. 8 181st Infantry
Regiment of Minnesota had its
fiftieth anniversary in 1911, there
Was A celebration and a parade

starting from Bridge Square
Mra Nelson had bought a new

-

At eleven o'- |

| Just

ficer of the law and I'm going to
call the ‘Black Maria” and take
you to the station ™

“If you do, you're going to make
fool out of yourself. 1 know
every officer on the East Side

“"Who are you?"

Mra
borned

“T'm Nelson and I have
a baby on the Island
and the cars have stopped running
and I have to walk. Now I'll show
you what's in my bag.”

He was convinced and sald “I'm
sorry For weeks now two or three
bodies of new-born bables have
been washed up on the shore of the
Island each week.

“They sent me down from head
quarters Lo see what could be done
When | saw you with the big bag
I 'war suspicious.”

Mrs. Nelson was Intuitive al.
most to the point of belng what
we now eall “psychie”™ in ferret.
ing out the fears that bedeviled
the superstition ridden patients
of those early days,

(see next page)
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buggy with red wheels and had « One of these was responsible for
smart whip thrown into the bar- | the enormous practice the mid-
gain. She was going 'o be In the wives enjoyed The Europeans hHw
parade and invited Mrs Bushey to lieved then and most of Eastern
fide along. When they reached the  Europe and large section of the

band stand in the Gatewny. tml
band struck up. i

S8aul, who always made for mus-
ic when it was within earshot
started across the sidewalk The
police came and pushed him away
And warned his mistress to watch
him.

population of Asia still belleve
that no male should be present »t
childbirth because it means death
for the child or the mother or had
luck in some form

She warned patients that if they
were frightened when pregnar!
that they must not touch them-

The new whip, flipping lightly | selves with their hands Fir .

on his back, kept him in line the
rest of the way., Every block
there was applause and shouts:
“There is Granny Nelson™ She
bowed and smiled and waved to
the cheering chiMren. "Twas a
memaorable day.

One evening she went on a eall
to “Boom Island” (now Nicollet
Isiand) For some reasom she 414
not drive. It was Iate when she
was done and the last streetcar
bad pulled into the bam at 12 o'
clock. {
She was almaoat acroas  the
bridge when she heard a man's
woire calling. “Stop'” She didnt
stop

Footsteps running and more
calls to stop went unheeded Some-
one grabbed her arm Hhe stopped
and set her bag down “Take your
band off me'™ He @id He was »
young police officer.

“Why didn't you stop *"

“Why should J°** {

"W\;t‘.'n that bag*"

“See here.” he maid. “Tm an of-

J TR ST w—

and understanding with them She
“Ii vt any of your business * inapired love in others and melted

marks tormentad her 8he had a
remedy that was not original w 'h
her it has been used by midwives
for centuries In Europe and . -
cording tn reports It was effect| e

Before the day is over. one must
obtain secretion from a placen'a
(afterbirth that still retains beol-
iy heat and apply 1t to the ak =
of the newborn over the birthma v
and It dlsappeara

“She wen!t (o grest lengtha '
carry out that ritual ™ ssid Mr»
Bushey “when a baby she had
“borned ” had marks on it face
Then she added “T loved that wo-
mAan. no one knew how much goo!
she 4id and how kind and self-aa -
rificing In service to her fellow»
She hated gossip and she also rec-
ognired “chislers™ on sight and
made short work of them

Mrs Fleanora Melvers, who 3
through her chilfhood lved nex'
door corroborated that sentimen’
Children loved her she wan tende~

T W TRRE SRR

(Continued on page 4)
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One woman whose first baby

She bolted herself in a store room
trat was cold and dusty and would
not come out.

Her husband's arguments were
of no avall His mother and sister
and some of her relatives came
until there were seven voices en-
treating the patient (who moaned
and groaned and cried for this
| sudience) to let them in
! Someone thought of Mrs Nel-
'son and went for her

; When in their broken Eaglish
they made her understand the
situation, she sat down an »
chair and laughed heartily.
They thought she was “crazy”
but left when she told them all
to “go away.”

'Mrs Nelson

CGilad to be out of thia stituation
she had staged, the woman came |
| out and was put to bed solicitously
and without Incriminations by
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' She avoided carefully the pit-
i fall of “abortion” rackets that con-
.’frnm and tempt gynaecologists It
| was unethical and dangerous She
L was God-fearing and loved people
and obeyed the law to the “T".
| Many second generation Scan- |
' dinavians moved to the outskirts
,of Northeast Minneapolis and Ital-
ian and Polish emigrants took
their places as patients of “Gran-
ny” in the later years

She was a little desolate after
her husband died and when Saul
went she 4did not replace him but
helped in the neighborhood and in
her office at home.

| She had had & bad fall and
vnh.-hndtd.”-;
nhplbcmmmhl-,
ing. She must have been In her
| Inlte cighties or even ninety when
e died.

| That three Negro women of
{ such stature as Julia Nelson and
the Saintly Grandma Charlotte |
Cannon and Fanny Perre Lewis |
| who worked tirelessly for years in
the WOCTU and among prisoners
could have emerged from a small
group of Eastside Negroes seems
hardy credible

(The End)
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d. Article including “Take Back the Night” rally and parade held at Boom Island

(2000):

Minnesota spokesman-recorder. Pub. Date March 23, 2000

Briich to support battered women a success

On Sunday, March 12, 2000, com-
munities of all colors came to help
raise funds for the Minnesota Coali-
tion for Battered Women (MCEBW)
An event held in conjunction with
AVA Productions and Sweet Honey
in the Rock’s educational programs
the brunch highlighted winners of
the City-Wide Poster Art Contest for
Youth

This event in itself was a wealth of
information, Previding information
on policy-making, activism and
involvement, and help guides, the
brunch was an nlarming wake-up
call to all of bur communities

Toja Okoh, a member of the Black
Radical Congress Ad Hoc Commit-
tee, presented the most disturbing
information regarding the decapitat-
ed bodies of a woman of color and her

three-year-old son found in late
November 1999 on the side of the
road outside of Rochester  Citing the
lack of media covernge, the passivity
of police work, and the apathy of our
communities to demand equal out-
reach to find the perpetrator of this
heinous crime, Okoh strongly urged
everyone to become the voice for this
unheard woman and child.

MCBW's mission is to do away with
all violence against women and chil-
dren in the state of Minnesota. In an
effort to aid the programs that serve
battered women, the organization
put together an event that featured a
silent auction, the sale of parapher-
nalia that carried the organization’s
motto “Hands are not for hitting,” a
feast catered by Screamin’ D's and
Mississippi Market and entertain-
ment provided by Peter Vircks and
friends

Mary Sheppard, staff, and Cher! Sharp, a participant at Harriet Tubman
By Melody White

On hand to provide an update on
the proposed Office for the Preven-
tion of Viclence Aganinst Women that
her office initiated was Senator
Ember Junge., “There will indeed be,
for the first time, a director whose
sole function is to create a plan and a
vision to prevent and reduce violence
against women "

“You (the audience) really made the
governor hear and the legislature
hear that domestic violence and sex-
ual assault are not to be tolerated
and that someone ought to be in
charge to make sure it is not tolerat-
ed in the state of Minnesota. This
issue went from not even being
thought about in the legislature to
very high on the radar screen in two
maonths,” Junge said

Also in attendance were representa-
tives from Minnesota Public Interest
Research Group (MPIRG). They

encouraged the audience to get
involved in the fight against violence
toward women by participating in
“Tuke Back the Night" “Take Back
the Night” is a rally and parade that
will be held on April 12, 2000, at
Boom Island in Minneapolis at 7 pm
The parade will travel from Boom
Island down Hennepin Ave. to Loring
Park. For more information on the
rally call MPIRG at (612) 627-4052

People from every community —
African American, Asian, Native
American and European American
— were in attendance to hear and
see the powerful images of domes-
tic violence. MCBW's effort to
raise money and awareness of vio-
lence against women and children
was, in part, a success. However,
the real success will come when
domestic violence and sexual
assault against women end
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e.

Part of a book chapter that describes a “Take Back the Night” march that started

at Boom Island Park. It also describes how one participant “connected violence
against women to cultural and environmental destruction” (2004):

Safe Space”?

Encountering Difference at Take Back the
Night

Near dusk on April 8, 2004, a crowd comprised primarily of women enrolled
at local colleges and universities milled around tables set up by local organi-
zations in Boom Island Park in downtown Minneapolis. The emcee, a white
lesbianidentified local radio personality, reminded attendees that the gather-
ing would remember sexual violence that primarily affected women and iden-
tified a microphone available for anyone interested mn speaking. While a
woman spoke. the emcee encouraged people to line up. An organizer raised
her megaphone and quickly explained that the front of the march was re-
served for women desiring “safe space™; she then started a chant of “we have
the power. we have the right, the streets belong to us tonight.” Two white
women holding a cloth banner reading “Take Back the Night” led the march,

tollowed by three large, grandmotherly puppets.

(continued)

Take Back the Night”). One placard connected violence against

women to cultural and environmental destruction (“Stop Rape of

Lands, People, Culture”). Within ten minutes a young white man
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f.

Short update about the first memorial in the nation for survivors of sexual
violence, located at Boom Island Park (2020):
' The community reporter. Pub. Date November 1, 2020
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4.11 Health —including people living with disabilities or mental health issues
a. Advertisement for Walktoberfest to benefit the American Diabetes Association,
with Boom Island suggested as a location (1996):
Minneapolis spokesman. Pub. Date July 4, 1996

Walkgoberfest

Join us Sunday, October 6,
1996, and walk for a cure.

Stroll around Normandale
Lake in Bloomington, Lake
Phalen in St. Paul or Boom
Island in Minneapolis with
your family, friends, and
co-workers.

For more information call:
(612) 593-5333 ext. 235 or
1-800-254-WALK

American
Diabetes
s Association:
Minnesota Affiliate, Inc.
1-800-DIABETES
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4.12 Foreign Born, Citizenship, and/or Language

This topic might include how the history of White immigrants will or will not be included in
interpretation.

a. Drowning of 19-year-old Swedish man (1870):

buried at the coun
rection of the Garonor.

Minneapolis daily tribune. Pub. Date luly 6, 1870

Drowsep.—~Last Snnday morninga |,

Swede by the rame of Peter Peterson,
who has been at work on o farm belong-
ing to T. Bohan about four iniles from
St. Anthony, daring the forenoon,
went in the river with some boys to
bathe. They wentin frem Boom island

‘oun the west szide. He was not able to :
swim, and getting ont into water ahove |
his head, was drnwne:l His cowpan- |
jons tried to save him but were unable

io doso. Marshal Hoy was immediate-
Iy notified and with alarge force of
men, worked nearly ull the afterncon
and part of the next morning, dragping
the river, endeavoriag to find the body,
bat they were unsudeessful. =
The body was found yesterday morn-
ing near the truss bridge, between Ni-
collet Island and the St Anthony
shore, and Coroner Jolnson, of Rlin-

.neapolis, was sammoned,. who came.

immediately cnd held nregular inquest,
which resalted as follows: Name, Pe-
ter Pelerson—age, 19, or therenbonts—
verdict, necidental drnr*mng He was
sent to- the? "«Imnmgolm cemetery and

erpﬂm bf di-
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b. Drowning of an immigrant noted in a Swedish newspaper (1882):
Minnesota stats tidning. Pub. Date February 28, 1882

Dnnhpd, Arbetaren Joseph
Sehmidt drpnknade i sondagsmorgon
klookan 7. Han arbetade vid den nya
Manitoba-bron och skulle ro en‘bat
Mmull Rnnm Tl]and thmldt ﬁog-. i
mang ieke pi att handters m ‘
och biten drogs nedit strbmmen.
Slutligen slog den emot ett w ‘
och kantrade, d& den stackars mannen |
folli‘vattoet och ‘inom nfigra Sgeh. |
‘blick yar f6rsvunnen. Sehmidt hade
‘ﬂmﬁnﬁn att ridda sig, men var
sk w#dﬁlq att han jcke|

forsok i den riktnin:.
M‘}m var ogift, blott trettlo e |
gammal ock hade ej mera an nign .
nmmlmmh- e Azr»,‘&

Rough Google Translation: Worker Joseph Schmidt drowned Sunday morning at 7 o'clock. He
was working on the new Manitoba bridge and was going to row a boat over to Boom Island.
Schmidt did not realize that the oars were being handled[?] and the boat was being pulled
downstream. Finally it struck a piece of ice and capsized, when the poor man fell into the water
and in a few moments was gone. Schmidt had several opportunities to save himself, but was so
taken by the raids[waves?] that he did not make a single attempt in that direction. He was
unmarried, nearly thirty years old, and had not visited America for more than a few months.
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4.13 Income Level and Poverty

a.

Article mentioning that a permit was granted to Boom Island Park to serve as a

sanctuary space for homeless encampments (2020):

Continued from page 1

Powderhom Park to protest the
Park Police dearing of the site,
which has become the epicenter
of the homeless encampments
that have skyrodketed over the
last five months  Bulldozen
swiftly deared sbandoned tents
and garbage while the people
who wese living there rushed
o pack their possessions info

Minnesota spokesman-recorder. Pub. Date August 20, 2020
ENCAMPMENTS wo fomoffiars

The cowd was fored o
retrent as police responded by
macing them, Several fell o
their knees and tried to flush

out their eyes with water or milk
whike others cried for medics and
inhalers.

Willow, who prefirs 0 be
identified as gender neutral, sat
on the ground with streaming
tears trying to flush out the mace
while in a state of shock. Willow
lives near the park and, hearing

it wans bty cheaned, otned in the
protest

“The [police] cur started o
drive off. We were kind of push-
ing them along telling them it
was time 10 go. There was a little
bit of jostling” Willow said. “I
was next to the car whene a po-
lice officer pulied cut a mace gun
and maced the whole cowd.

and making it harder for them to
find stability”

As of August 13, an estimated
434 ents were scattered across
different encampments in 44
Jocal parks. This number has
shrunk from the estimated 560
tents at Powderhom alone on
July 9.

“Park staff have b -

Vice Pa-k Lotriha Vetaw
was on st Fridsy helping peo-
ple transition o other locations.
“Initially 1 was like, whoa, wait
a mimute, this it my job. But
then I said, wait, where ane these
people going 1o go?” Vetaw said.

On July 15, MPRB instituted &
permit ondinance designated o
help the safety and or-

m.ﬂmh
addmes the influx of hundred:

ganization of people lving in the

ists held their ground at Peavey
Park, waiting for the Park Police
for arvive and remove homedess

“So these poople showing up
1o stop this, it's not helping the
people who are living in these
parks” suid Vetaw: She added
that with cold Minnesota weath-

ssesbmply not pracsiol.

of unhoused people who have
been living in temporary park

parks. The ordir states that
‘over time, no more than 20 parks
will be designated sites, and each

“I's a really tough situation to
have unhowsed folks living in

may have no moee than 25 tents.
“A lot of the neighbons weme re-

parks. We have to do something
s a dity to deal with this, but
hmwuﬂhnﬂy
¥ Living in the park is
not a long-term solution. 1£'s not
“With no eviction note, cops  even a shorterm solution. It's

“We see drugs, a ot of mental il
ness, 4 ot of sex Tafficking and
prostitution happening in these
spaces, o | don't trink neighbors
were prepared for what was o
come.”
Aunhdm-nd

_h‘

and bulld are destroying* not a solution at all. We have to

“Living in the park is not a long-
term solution. It’s not even a
short-term solution. It’s not a

solution at all.”

Bk dohs

dents and  block- umumunp.um

l\eWm"

reported acros rltiple park
siles since the numbers of peo-
ple staying there Segan o swell
“The park board did what we
could on our end by allocating 20

bgvdl—!wln-mb notit”

help readents pack ther belorg-  “You @n have  suppomive
ings. These violent encampment  funds, or you can have funds
sweeps are dehumanizing, vio-  that are basically the dity trying to
Iste the human right to live with  hold their power over everyone,”
dignity, threaten p& HI\ said one young woman protester
and break unh who asked not 1o be named.

Al who-yhymnblq)unb

stopup,” Vetaw added.

o4 Tr i
" o

connections fo vital resources, “They shoulde't be law and order
health care and their communi-  right now. They should be com-
tes, passionate and trylng o keep
“Gi Tim Walz, Mayor  people safe in their health and

“Tm feeling really distraugh
in this moment,” Willow contin-
wed, “and really my heart goes

spac; however, the park can-
not be oo dose to a school zone,
Four such permits have been is-
sued for Boom lsland Park, Lake
Harriet, Marshall Terrance Park
and The Mall There are 16 other
parks that have boen designated
as capable of axommodating

mmmmm safety and in their mental health.
Board and Minnespo-  They're not trying*

tis City Council are all culpable in

this abhorment, statesanctioned  Analise P uelaoms naader

violence. NO EVICTIONS ON  responses 10 aprumi@spokesman-

STOLEN LAND" rexvndercom.
According to the MPRB, evic-

tion notices were served at Pow-
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4.14 Environmental History —including development of Boom Island & environmental
racism
a. Industrial pollution at B.F. Nelson Park (here).3’

b. Loss of trees on Boom Island due to ice (1870):

Minneapolis daily tribune. Pub. Date June & 1870

_ In fthe same paper is {old the ‘‘pa

mg away” of a };mm of the hpparm

Bissippi, *mmuly, Boom Island:
*“Fho ice and heavy freshots during the

fow yenrs nnd espeeinlly this
m dogo much m*uafﬁ?m ?fhis um
mark in the Mississi A bhalt dozen
years ngo it wos thickly covered with troes
and ‘brush, and was quite respectable in
size. Now only two or three trees remnin,
the ice Liaving cut down the remainder.
Tha sides of the island itaelf have Licen cut

and worn away until now Lut little more
than o saud bar remains, ™

c. Loss of trees on Boom Island due to an “ice gorge,” including the tree that “had
been the mark from which this city had been surveyed” (1872):

Minneapolis daily tribune. Pub. Date October 31, 1872
[P =1 h TG, _m. [} TS pu—" p——" -___J__H

. ICED GORGES.

Alderman Lrown sdid he had lived in sight of
Boou Island, which would have to bt crossed
Ly & bridge ou Harrison street, for twenty.three
years, and that he had never seen the island
envered with an ice gorge, .

Alderman Fewer said nlarge tree on Boom
Islamid liad Leen the mark from which this city
Lad been snrveyed ; that tree had been esrried
away by an ice gorge.
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https://www.minneapolisparks.org/parks-destinations/parks-lakes/bf_nelson_park/

d.

e.

Boom Island submerged by ice (1875):

Minneapolis daily tribune. Pub. Date April 10, 1875

TUE RUSIL DY THE I8LAXD,

The rushing anid ecrushing fce first
flowed in on the east side of Nieollet
Isiand until the channel was gor
with ice which backed upto the bridge,
Boow [sland being completely sub-
merged. The ice then veered into the
main channel, and frst carried away an

expengive blow pi

nyee & Haker.

T - Mk B P A *m

pe, which was being
ﬁnt in !‘lhu at the saw mill of Bedford,

LN - 4 m

Beginning of discussion about using Boom Island to purify water. Note outdated
language and bias in the reference to “half-breeds” using the river upstream for

“unclean purposes” (1876):

The Minneapolis tribune. Pub. Date December 6, 1876

ARTEAIAN WELL.

Dy, Elliott called the attentiou of (ha
members to (he oxistence of a small
artesian wa'l in the basement of the Sam-
ner school honse, end gave n descriplion
of the earth down to tho rogk from which
the waler sprang. Tho remark wosthade
that no donubt (he time was fast approaeh-
ing when pure, soft water would be bronght
from-the gromnd in that manmer.  Anolher
of theso wells is silnatod ob Orth's browory,
in the East Division, aod one in the lowor
part of thacity, The waler thua oblained
ia cold, clenr and sparkling, and of (he
best quality for drinking.

THE NIVER A¥D WELL WATEE VS, SPRING
WATER,

A lengthy discnssion hers cosucd s to
Lhe relative merils and demerils of bolly
well water sod that takon [rom lbo river,
- Col. Clongh thonght the river woler
could ba made of Euperior quality by ea-
tablishing a fertilizer on Boom islend and
placing the water works on Nicollet jaland,

Hr.g\"highf; thonght -this could Lo ac-
complished withoot n very groat expendi-
tore of (Lo city's surplos wenlth., Lake
waler wos not of the beet quality. Lno-
ning water purifies its: IF io a given space.

Dr. Jobnson toolk the olher sids of the
liouge, and electrified the andiencs by sng-
ing that in his opinion -

THE RIVER WATER IS NOT FIiT TO DRINK.

Spring water was {he best to use for
drinking purposes and could be obiained
very readily on the Fast Side of tho river
back of Emerson’s farm, abou!l one and
one-fourth miles from the Winslow House,
This spring is about fifteen feot higher
than auy point on the East Side. It neyer
runs dry and is of excellent qualily.

The river abovo here is used by the
half-breeds for no very clean purposes,
and there are, in the spring, millions of
feet of logs being brought down the river.
The lambermen work, more or less, in
the water, with their teams, and oven tho
dead animals are thrown in the river and
the

MISSISSIPPI I8 ONE VAST SEWER
for the purposs of draining the northwest
of its impurities, and the wator eannot
then be pure and wholesome,

“Simply a matlter of taste,” roemarked
Dr, Hatch,

This question was arguosd at somo
length, and then the mewmbors adjourned
for one month, At tho next meocting {he
ofticers for the next term will bo glected,

—————— — -
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f.

Continued discussion of using Boom Island to purify water (1876):

The Minneapolis tribune. Pub. Date December 7, 1876

= TR
Corraction,

Ia our report of the proceedings of the
Acndemy of Natural Science in Tue
Tripuxe of Inst eveming the following
statement appears:

could be made of sufrior quality by e
tablishing a fertilizer on Boom Island and’
placing tho water works on Nicollet Isl-
and.”

Now that would naturally: creato s very
erroncous impression as the Colonel's plan
was to establish siffering beds on Boom
Island and placo the pumps on  Hennepin
Island below Nicollet,

** Col. Glough tltm:ght the rirver 1:‘&!% .

o oam aw oa e e e T
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g. Additional discussion on using Boom Island to purify water (1876):

The Minneapolis tribune. Pub. Date December 21, 1876

—_— e el -~ —-—

A Correction.
Editor Evening Tribune:

1 think from your article in yester-
day’s TrinpuNE, that you have been misin-
formed in regard to the discussion of the
““water supply” of this ecity in the Minne-
sota Academy of Natural Sciences. Your
informant could not have been present at
our last meeting, when the ‘‘water supply”
was discussed. _The ground taken by the
members, with, I think, only one excep-
tion, was that our river water was the very
best that could be got, but that in time,
af the city increased, and Dasseft's croek
would become one of the leading sewers
of the city, and moreover the demands for
a larger supply, including both sides of
the river, it was proposed that the water
works be moved to Hennepin Island, and
that Boom Island be made into filtering
beds for supplying said works, I did not

“hear one voice in favor of the absurd idea
 of wells, and bul one in favor of “spring”
water. The Academy is sound on the
water ¢uestion. J. B, Croucn,

Minnpeapolis, Dee. 21, 1876,

Tue TribuNE takes pleasure in giving
prominence to this correction. . The arti-
cle of yesterday was based upon a report
which found its way in the papers, and
was assumed to be correct. 'The academy
of sciences ought to be, and we are glad
to find that the body of them are, fally
informed with regard to the superiority of
 the Minneapolis water supply.

! ——
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h.  Additional discussion on using Boom Island to purify water, including calling
Bassett Creek “a mere sewer” (1880):

The tribune. Pub. Date April 23, 1880

The Supcrintendent of {bho water-works, H
in bis sdmirable report published 1n Tur

Twrinuse yesterday, recommends a plan
for the obinining of pure waler, which
may bo regardad as o modification of the
plan proposcd last year for he removal
of tle water-works to apoiut up the river,
The Saperintendent recommensds the eree-
tion of filtering reservoir on Boom Island,
from whick the water may Le drnwn, by a
pipe laxl in the botlom of the river, tothe
pump wells in the pump bouse, This
won{:l wryolve mueh less expense (han
the removal of the works, or the
ercetion of a pew supplementary pump
bouse amd pumps st somo point sbove,
Tho ouly gquestion is, whether the water
that can be oblained at any point adjscent
to Doow Island is suflicient]y pure. Does
not the outtlow from DBussell's Creck,
whicl is a mere sewer, contaminato all the
water around Boom Island? Wonld it not
be better to crect tho fltering reservoir on
the Lank of the river further np, nml cou-
doet the water from it to the puwp weils
by a Jonger pipe similarly Iaid on the bot-
tom of the river? These are questions for
the Council to consider,

- - - - - -



j

The Minneapolis daily tribune. Pub. Date July 1, 1885

'I*.

“Do you want a good item, Mr. TRinpNz!"

““That is what the TRIBCXE {8 always skir-
mishing for.” :

“Well, then, go up the river beyond the
pumping-works nnd take a look at the mass
of logj's constantly comtng down. I believe
thore is somewhere in the neighborhood of
170,000,000 of them up there.” :

“Can't you come down a few hundred on
that estimntel” .

“No, sir, I won't come down a single log.
The whole river is full of them clear up to
Boom island, and for a milgand a ha
gond the isiand. A largoe fo.co of men are

usily engaged in directing tbe logs into the
proper booms, and the sceno presented is one
of activity. and indicative of the great lum-
ber trade of Minnesota. Why I actually be-
lieve that above tho pumping works n man
can walk clear neross the Mississippi river on
log:. aud pever get the soles of his shues wet,
1 think the loge are largely in excess of the
number of last year.”

I

Little Falls transcript. Pub. Date October 14, 1887

Boom island, in the Mississippi a
quarter of a mile above the dam, has
been cleared of trees and brush. The
{rees bave been cut into cord wond and
the brash burned, This island will be
overfload when the dam isbuilt. It was
a very handsome place heretofore, the
foliage being beautiful.

Description of Mississippi River filled with logs, including the quote, “Why | actually
believe that above the pumping works a man can walk clear across the Mississippi
river on logs and never get the soles of his shoes wet” (1885):

Boom Island “has been cleared of trees and brush. ...It was a very handsome place
heretofore, the foliage being beautiful” (1887):
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k. Article describing how Boom Island is “heavily laden with odors from the paper mill
and soap factory, and the smell of decaying pine wood. Instead of violets on the

ground, piles of pine wood and slabs cover almost the entire island...” (1888):

—

£

| ruler, with handreds of loyal subjects |

St. Paul daily globe. Pub. Date April 1, 1888

That sounds very grand, and calls to
mind the picture of a fair island. out in
by atall and stately

at his command. The gentle
ves over the
the odor

T
;
A |

i

i

- H
g
i
:
i
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I. Additional description of Boom Island being deforested, including an appealing
visual for “The Mississippi Valley Lumberman” (1887):

The Mississippi Valley lumberman. Pub. Date October 21, 1887

- —e——. \‘—r‘r‘ > -‘./—\-_—
XX S

/PUBLISHEIT {{Y“f‘ Rl DY\YW

Yot MINNEAP()LIS, MINN., OCTOBER 21 1867. { B 5 e,

SixoLE Corrxs, 10 CrNTs,

Boom islandd, in the Mississippi a guarter of a mile
above the dam at Little Falls, has been eleared of
trees and brash. The trees have been ent into cord
wood and the brush burned. This island will be
overflowed when the dam is built.
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Pioneer memory of Boom Island: “In 1849, when we came here, the island ... was
one of the prettiest in the Mississippi river. It was timbered with large maple
trees, some of them being as large as a barrel. | remember that my father and |
used to tap the trees and get enough sugar for our entire family. There is not a
single tree there now, for at that time no one laid claim to the island, and as the
big trees made good firewood the settlers simply helped themselves. Everyone
went there to cut wood, and | remember our justice of the peace hiring me for so
much a day to haul wood from Boom Island.” Also includes information about
Bassett Creek: “The Indians used to call it Buffalo, on account of the large fish they
used to catch in its water” (1898):

The Minneapolis tribune. Pub. Date February 6, 1898

I “I bave a very good recollection of
Boom Island, about’ 'Eh ¥h we hear some-
thing once In a wilhls now,” sald XNir.
Worthingham contluliik his intéresthy
narrative, “In 1849, whén wo camé here,
the island and, was ohe 'of the prettlest in
the Misslgsippl river,’Tt was timberced
with large maple treds wome of them be-
Ing as large as a lmrn—l I remember that
my father and I yssd to tup the trees,
and eget enough sugar rur our entlre family,
There I8 not a slngle tree there now, for
at thut time no one Jild claim to the is-
land, and as the blg trees made good fire-
wood the settlers sfiaply helped them-
selves. Everyone went there to cut wood,
and I remember our Justice of the peuce
hiring me for so much a day 10 haul wuod
from Boom Island.”
- *»

. Mr. \\r’orlblngham says that ho remem-
bera Joel Eassett woll In the eurly, dayx,.
but he dees not think DBasseit's creek was
properly numed, If 1t wus intended 1o mean
by that that Mr., Buassett discovered the
creek. I clalm that 1 went up Bassett's
creek and hunted and fished there before
Mr, Bassgett came here,” sald Mr. Worth-
ingham, The Indians used to eall it Hof-
fulo, on account. of the large flsh .that
they .usea .to cateh In Ity waters., The
stream was nol .confilned then, and was
quite.a lttle river In Itself, The first mnuan
10 ma¥e a clalm on Buassett's Creek was
A. D. Foster, father of Dr. L. P, Foster,
,&l_a now living on.ithe East Side. He
{PuL uD 3 B anty, at the Inouth of the
1ereek, and 1 think Mr. Barsctt aflerwards
secured possesion of It, elther bought !t,

or tranded for It. 1 uxed to follow Mr. B.v'-
ettt around In mg bure feet while he was
plowing.”
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n. Complaints about smoke caused by the Chicago Great Western Railroad burning
garbage on Boom Island (1912):
The Minneapolis morning tribune. Pub. Date April 13, 1912

Smoke Nuisance on. Boom® Ialand.. .

Question.~1 would, like to ask M.
Allen, the- city’s smoke  inspector, ., if.
the Chicago Groat Western railroad is
allowed to burn rubbish of all kinds in
their ynrd on Boom island and smoke
the. people of this loeality almost out
of existeace. We dare not raise our
windows day or wunight or open our
doorp for fresh air, the, stonch ia so
dreadful, Cannot something bo dona
to aid us?—E. M. C. :

P-  Answer.—We are now dealing with
the smoko question on Boom island an:
cexpect to do something with it very
soon,~—J. W. 'Allent, crty smokp in-
spector. " . :
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