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S e c t i o n  1 :  P l a n n i n g  F r a m e w o r k

SECTION 1: PLANNING FR
In trodu c tion and P urpose of the Mas ter Plan
water, lush green retreats, and miles of uninterrupted recreational trails. Bordering leafy parkways, these 
people gather to picnic, sail, play, and escape in a truly integrated open space and recreation system. 

Nokomis-Hiawatha Regional Park is a key link in this system. In 1914, work began to reshape Lake Amelia
present-day Lake Nokomis. Land donation, acquisition, and dredging established more than 200 acres of

plan for the combined Lake Nokomis and Lake Hiawatha Park was created by Theodore Wirth in 1934.

The 1934 Plan has remained the guiding scheme outlining improvements for the two-lake parkuntil now. This docum
much needed update to the Nokomis-Hiawatha Regional Park Master Plan. Today, the park encompasses
land and water, including Lake Nokomis, Lake Hiawatha, and part of Minnehaha Creek. Popular for its sail
trails, it is one of the most visited parks in Minneapolis and in the seven-county metropolitan area.

The purpose of the Nokomis-Hiawatha Regional Park Master Plan is to provide a long-term vision for imp
recreation, landscape, trails, and shorelines. Hiawatha Golf Course, which is not considered for improvem

plan, with implementation in three broad timeframes:  Short-term (up to 6 years), Medium-term (6-12 ye
more years). Study and development of a new master plan will be needed again in 25 years to reassess th
necessary improvements of the regional park at that time.

3. The plans and recommendations included here underwent thorough review by public participants, an

and adoption by these entities allows access to future funding for capital improvements. 
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