
RENAMING SIBLEY FIELD PARK  
•	 In 2016, the community solicited MPRB staff to change the 

name of Sibley Field Park because of the history of violence 
Henry Hasting Sibley perpetuated against the Dakota people. 

•	 Community members have said they are uncomfortable with 
the park’s name on their jerseys and displayed in the park. 

•	 In 2021, MPRB staff started a park’s design project and 
began requesting feedback for the park’s renaming during the 
community engagement process. 

•	 The community engagement process revealed interest in a 
park name that recognizes the Dakota people. Names related 
to the history of the land and features of the park were also 
proposed.

•	 MPRB policy sets forth a process for naming or renaming a 
park, which begins with submitting a single name into nom-
ination and continues with a series of public hearings and 
eventual action by the Board of Commissioners.

•	 In 2023, MPRB staff recommended a community proposed 
name in Dakota for nomination based on the input received 
during three years.

•	 The MPRB would like to seek input from the Indigenous 
Advisory Council to advise on different projects throughout 
the Minneapolis parks system as part of the Indigenous 
Reconciliation Action Plan, including naming parks in the 
Dakota language. 
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LOCATION AND HISTORY
Sibley Field is a square two city blocks in si�e bounded 
by Longellow and 20th Avenues and 39th and 40th 
Streets in the Ericsson Neighborhood.  It is a “park in a 
bowl,” not unlike nearby Phelps Field Park: its �elds and 
other assets are signi�cantly lower than the surrounding 
neighborhood, with steep slopes leading upwards to 
adjacent streets.  This creates a feeling of comfortable 
enclosure, the recreational amenities contained in a 
sort-of valley or arena. 

Sibley Field was designated for purchase by the park 
board on November 16, 1921, the same day as Bracket 
Field. The �rst petitions for a park in the vicinity were 
received by the park board in September 1921 and 

of the park’s southern edge from high points at the 
southeastern and southwestern corners of the park.  
This steep and unusual grade creates somewhat 
di�cult entry points to the parking lot, but also provides 
high vantage points into the park from the surrounding 
streets.

The arrangement of the wading pool and playgrounds is 
unique.  The circular wading pool occupies the center of 
the play space, with two separate play areas �anking it.  
This arrangement creates narrow �ngers of playground 
space into which it would be di�cult to place equipment 
according to current safety standards.  The tennis court 
is shaded by large trees on the slopes around it, as 
is the full court basketball court.  The basketball court 
is small compared to many in Minneapolis parks, and 
does not feature a center circle.  

The steep slopes on the eastern, western, and most 
of the southern edges of the park are home to mature 
trees and periodically mown turfgrass.  Pathways 
traverse the slopes.  Perhaps the most unique 
and misunderstood feature of the park area is an 
additional greenspace stretching to the north.  This 
turfgrass area with its encircling paths is actually a 
stormwater management facility operated by the City of 
Minneapolis.  It is not part of the park, but it sees many 
visits by Sibley Field users.  It is a perceived extension 
of the parkland.  39th Street ends in a pair of cul-de-
sacs between the park and stormwater area, and does 
not extend across the park.  

Sibley has an active youth sports program and is home 
to a skating rink in the winter.  The basketball court 
attracts regular impromptu games, while the tennis 
court is mainly used for other running/chasing games by 
the youth programs at the recreation center. 

CONNECTIONS BETWEEN PARKS
Way�nding and connections from Sibley Field should 
focus on:

• The existing RiverLake Greenway (40th Street), 
speci�cally connections to Phelps Park and the 
Mississippi River.  

• A proposed pedestrian and/or bicycle connection 
southward on 19th Avenue to Nokomis-
Hiawatha Regional Park

• A proposed pedestrian and/or bicycle connection 
northward on 19th Avenue to Corcoran Park.

SIBLEY acquisition of the park proceeded quickly.  The �rst plan 
for the park was published in the 1921 annual report.  
The land purchase cost was assessed to property 
owners in the neighborhood, per the typical practice 
at the time.  The park was named in 1923 for General 
Henry Hastings Sibley, the �rst Regional Governor of 
Minnesota, who was inaugurated in 1858. Prior to being 
named for Sibley, the park was referred to as Cedar 
Avenue Heights Park. 

One of the main challenges in developing the park 
was its topography. Park superintendent Theodore 
Wirth wrote in his 1923 annual report that the “formerly 
unsightly low land” was brought to “attractive and 
serviceable” grades by using a steam shovel and horse 
teams to move 68,000 cubic yards of sandy soil. The 
project was complicated, and more expensive than 
estimated, because all four corners of the park were at 
di�erent grades. By 1924 the playground was installed 
and a recreation shelter was completed in time to serve 
as a warming house for skating that winter. It would 
take a few more years to complete the �elds, walks, and 
tennis courts because the costs of improvement were 
underestimated, mostly because so much earth had to 
be moved to create a level area for playing �elds. 

In 1946 MPRB chose Sibley as one of only �ve parks in 
the city to o�er year-round programs. It was also one of 
nine parks at which senior citi�en clubs were started in 
1963.

Other than some landscaping at the park through 
federal work-relief programs in the 1930s, the �rst 
improvement at Sibley Field after its construction was 
a remodeled wading pool in 1963. A new recreation 
center and upgrades to the playgrounds and �elds were 
completed in 1971. The playgrounds were updated 
again in 1994. The basketball court was resurfaced in 
2014.

EXISTING CONDITIONS AND CHARACTER
Today, Sibley Field features a typical quartet of ball 
diamonds arranged around the edges of the main �eld 
area, with soccer �elds striped between them during the 
soccer season.  Arranged in a line along the southern 
edge of the park (40th Street) are a basketball court, 
recreation center building, wading pool, playgrounds, 
and tennis court.  Surrounding the building is a large 
concrete pla�a space.  A small parking lot sits adjacent 
to 40th Street, which slopes steeply down at the center 
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MORE INFORMATION AND UPDATES 
ON THE PARK RENAMING PROCESS:

PARK LOCATION

BACKGROUND


