Regular Meeting Minutes
Page 7
April 21, 2004

Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board

M I N U T E S 

April 21, 2004

Headquarters Building

2117 West River Road

Minneapolis, Minnesota

6:02 p.m.

REGULAR MEETING

The time being 6:02 p.m., President OLSON, Chair, called the Regular Meeting to order and asked Secretary Siggelkow to call the roll.

ROLL CALL
PRESENT:
Commissioners Walt Dziedzic, John Erwin, Marie Hauser, Carol Kummer, Vivian Mason, Annie Young and President Jon Olson - 7.

ABSENT:
Commissioners Rochelle Berry Graves and Bob Fine - 2.

STAFF:
Interim Superintendent Jon Gurban, Assistant Superintendents Judd Rietkerk, Michael P. Schmidt and Don Siggelkow - 4.


APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Commissioner Mason moved, seconded by Commissioner Young -

THAT THE AGENDA, AS AMENDED TO INCLUDE A SPEAKER UNDER “OPEN TIME” AND DISCUSSION ITEMS UNDER “NEW BUSINESS, BE APPROVED.

Upon call for the question, on a voice vote, the motion carried.


ADOPTED

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Commissioner Mason moved, seconded by Commissioner Erwin  –


THAT THE MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 4, 2004 REGULAR MEETING BE APPROVED.

Commissioner Mason pointed out that discussion on the Wirth While Weekend took place at the February 4, 2004 meeting.

Upon call for the question, on a voice vote, the motion carried.


ADOPTED

PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS

1.1 Memo dated April 5, 2004 to the 2004 NPDES Storm Water Management Program and Annual Report recipients from Julia Liu, Minneapolis Public Works, regarding a public hearing on April 20, 2004.

1.2 Letter dated April 12, 2004 to Assistant Superintendent Schmidt from Jan Morlock, Director of Community Relations, University of Minnesota, inviting him to a tree planting and dedication on Thursday, April 22, 2004 at Van Cleve Park.

1.3 Commissioner Dziedzic asked staff to report on what is happening at Gluek Park with regards to asbestos at the next Board meeting.

1.4 Commissioner Dziedzic reported that he, along with Diane Hofstede, Kit Hadley and Interim Superintendent Jon Gurban, attended a meeting with the Youth Coordinating Board where they were tossing around ideas and came up with “Reading in the Parks”. He stated that the Library Board was excited about starting the program in the parks.

1.5 Commissioner Dziedzic reported that he would be bringing forward a resolution at the next Board meeting regarding the John Sarna Golf Learning Center at Gross Golf. He distributed a draft of the resolution.

1.6 Commissioner Young submitted a copy of a letter she received regarding the sculpture on the river and stated that she would address the issue during “New Business”.

1.7 Commissioner Young submitted a copy of a mailing regarding the celebration of Indian Month kicking off on Monday, May 3 with a community walk starting at Lake and Bloomington at 11:00 a.m.

1.8 Commissioner Hauser stated that she received a number of calls in the last month about safety, especially in Powderhorn Park. She said that crime seemed to be peaking in the Powderhorn Neighborhood in general and it is spilling into the park. She informed the Board that one of the neighbors has talked to her about the need for a Code Blue phone.

1.9 Commissioner Mason reported that Commissioners Erwin and Interim Superintendent Gurban attended the Isles information meeting last night and they received a lot of good information. She stated that Cliff Swenson did a good presentation. Commissioner Mason said that one of the issues on Lake of the Isles is the fact that there are two bridges that do not allow the weight of trucks, even when they are empty.

1.10 Commissioner Mason reported that she has received many calls and email regarding Crown Hydro.

1.11 Commissioner Mason reported that she has received many emails thanking the Board for the off-road biking at Wirth.

1.12 Commissioner Mason reported that she has received a number of telephone calls and email from the Bryn Mawr community expressing concern about development adjacent to Wirth Park. She stated they wanted to set up a meeting with Assistant Superintendent Rietkerk to see what the neighbors think might be the impact on the park.

1.13 Commissioner Mason reported that she has received a number of calls concerning the re-opening of the beaches, which she noted would be discussed later under “Old Business”.

1.14 Commissioner Erwin reported that he, along with Commissioner Mason, attended a meeting with West Isles last evening. Following that he attended the annual meeting at East Isles. He stated they decided to form a subcommittee with the intention of coming before the Park Board to see if they can accelerate the process of renovating Triangle Park.

1.15 Commissioner Kummer stated she received a telephone call from a gentleman who was upset about the situation at Powderhorn Park who strongly believed that lights on the edge of the park would help a great deal to eliminate some of the inappropriate behavior that is going on in the park.

1.16 Commissioner Kummer stated she received an interesting call from another gentleman who would like to know if there was any space available in any of the park buildings where he could repair bicycles.

1.17 Commissioner Kummer stated another gentleman called who was very upset about the quality of service at Fort Snelling. He was upset because they have been playing ball there for a couple of weeks and there are no portable toilets.

1.18 Commissioner Kummer received a couple of calls from people who were concerned about speeding on various parts of the parkways.

1.19 Commissioner Kummer reported she received a call from a gentleman who walks around Lake Nokomis and says that the traffic around Nokomis has become so intense that he would like to see it one-way as it is done at Lake Harriet.

1.20 Commissioner Kummer reported that another issue that a couple of women have brought to her attention is the lack of programs for kids who have disabilities.

1.21 Commissioner Dziedzic stated that he was recently at the totlot at Lake Calhoun and reported that the wall is falling down.  He stated that staff informed him that it was a three-year old wall and was not under warranty. He felt that sometimes it pays to get a little longer warranty on some of the work the Park Board has done.

1.22 President Olson reported that he received a letter from Mark Schafer in regards to the southeast beach on Lake Harriet thanking the Board for keeping that beach open.

1.23 President Olson reported that he received some telephone calls in regards to Jordan Park. He stated that Interim Superintendent Gurban has been responding to those individuals.

REPORTS OF OFFICERS

There were no Reports of Officers.

CONSENT BUSINESS

Commissioner Young moved, seconded by Commissioner Erwin –

2.1 THAT THE BOARD APPROVE THE ST. ANTHONY FALLS HERITAGE BOARD 2004 MEMBERSHIP AGREEMENT IN THE AMOUNT OF $31,000.00.
2.2 THAT THE BOARD APPROVE THE MIDTOWN COMMUNITY WORKS 2004 MEMBERSHIP AGREEMENT IN THE AMOUNT OF $20,000.00.

2.3
THAT THE BOARD APPROVE A NEW SALARY SCHEDULE FOR THE “CODE 8” TEMPORARY EMPLOYEES.

2.4
THAT THE BOARD AUTHORIZE THE TRANSFER OF FUNDS FROM AP 107 IN THE AMOUNT OF $29,000.00; AP 357 IN THE AMOUNT OF $14,000.00; AND FROM AP 401 IN THE AMOUNT OF $29,000 TO FUND AP381 ARMATAGE ATHLETIC FIELD IMPROVEMENTS FOR A TOTAL TRANSFER OF $72,000.00.

Upon call for the question, on a voice vote, the motion carried

ADOPTED

OPEN TIME
Liz Wielinski, 3519 – 2nd Street Northeast, commented on the Board’s upcoming search for a new Superintendent and for replacing the Assistant Superintendent for Recreation. She stated that with the departure of Superintendent Merrill Anderson and Assistant Superintendent Merrifield and with the addition of Interim Superintendent Gurban, the senior staff at the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board has taken on a noticeably old-boys, white male appearance. She hoped that as the Board receives replies to its request for proposal for a search firm the Board looks at their ability to recruit and place in employment women and persons of color. 

President Olson thanked Ms. Wielinski and announced that there were no additional speakers to be heard during “Open Time”.

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES


IT WAS THE CONSENSUS OF THE BOARD THAT THE VARIOUS ACTIONS ADOPTED BY EACH STANDING COMMITTEE NOW BE PUT BEFORE THE BOARD FOR ADOPTION, AND THAT EACH COMMITTEE’S BUSINESS BE PRESENTED INDIVIDUALY.

PLANNING COMMITTEE

Commissioners B. Fine, Chair; W. Dziedzic, 

M. Hauser, J. Erwin and A. Young

Commissioner Dziedzic moved, seconded by Commissioner Kummer –


4.1
THAT THE BOARD APPROVE APPLICATION TO THE MISSISSIPPI WATERSHED MANAGEMENT ORGANIZATION CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM IN THE AMOUNT OF $2,965,000 FOR WATER QUALITY IMPROVEMENTS AND WATER RELATED RECREATION FACILITIES AT EDGEWATER PARK, THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER GORGE, EAST RIVER FLATS, FATHER HENNEPIN BLUFFS, AND PARK BOARD HEADQUARTERS.
Upon call for the question, on a voice vote, the motion carried.


ADOPTED

Commissioner Dziedzic moved, seconded by Commissioner Kummer -


4.2
THAT THE BOARD APPROVE THE CONSTRUCTION OF SKATE PARKS IN 2004/05 AT BOTTINEAU PARK, BRACKETT PARK, ELLIOT PARK AND MORRIS PARK, SUBJECT TO THE AVAILABILITY OF FUNDING.  

Commissioner Mason made a substitute motion to include Elliot Park in the action taken at the April 7, 2004 meeting. She stated she was not present on April 7 when the skate parks were approved for Armatage and Creekview. She believed that Elliot Park should have been included in that motion. She thought it was clear that the Board needed to do more in the inner city and that both of the parks selected for skate parks this year are on the outer edges of the city. Commissioner Mason also believed the money was in place.

Commissioner Young seconded the substitute motion.

President Olson asked for clarification on the money.

Interim Superintendent Gurban stated that he was not sure that the money mentioned by Commissioner Mason is fully available for a third skate park.

Assistant Superintendent Rietkerk stated that two project were approved at the last meeting to be moved ahead for construction. What is before the Board now is projects being approved for skate parks. If there is money left over from the two approved for construction, staff would come back to the Board and recommend a third site. He also stated the Board needed to remember that Brackett Park is in this mix as it is out to bid with a skate park as an alternative. Assistant Superintendent Rietkerk informed the Board that Elliot Park does have some money in its capital improvement program this year and if staff can work a way of putting some of that into a skate park it could happen.

Commissioner Erwin stated that money was provided to the Board by the city specifically and only for skateboard parks and if the money was going to anything other than skate parks, he would have an issue with that. He agreed with Commissioner Mason that the skateboard parks should be put where most of the kids are located and stated that if the criteria was where the Board is doing construction already, he would support Currie Park before he would support one of the outer fringe areas. Commissioner Erwin said that the figures that were given were $60-65,000 for each skate park. He suggested that the Board allocate $60-65,000 to each site and if Armatage or Creekview need to come up with more money to complete their skate parks to let them but give Elliot Park the same amount of money.

Commissioner Dziedzic stated he had a substitute to the substitute motion that would allow the two skate parks to be built but that Elliot Park be put in first place of the four remaining parks. 

Commissioner Hauser seconded Commissioner Dziedzic substitute to the substitute motion.

Commissioner Kummer felt that the two substitute motions were similar and that the net result would be the same. She believed that a skate park at Elliot Park would be a very good thing to do.

Commissioner Hauser stated she realized the Board did vote on two skate parks at opposite ends of the city. She said she knew it was probably financially profitable to put a skate park in at Armatage this summer because they are redoing the tennis courts. She said she voted for the motion two weeks ago with the understanding that the central city sites would be next. Commissioner Hauser stated she could support one of the two substitute motions.

Commissioner Erwin asked for some reassurance from staff that there is not going to be two skate board parks that cost $100,000 each and nothing will be left for a third skate park.

Assistant Superintendent Rietkerk stated that staff was trying to stick to the $60-65,000 figure and that is why the structuring of these projects is important.

Commissioner Mason stated that the issue for her was that Elliot Park is a site that should be done this year. She pointed out that Elliot Park has worked very hard to contribute money and has put enormous amounts of money into the park, saving the Board money. She said that they are getting very frustrated that they are not at the top of the Board’s list. 

Commissioner Dziedzic stated it was his understand that Naegele, when he was working on The Fort, promised a couple of skate parks. He asked what that status of that was.

Assistant Superintendent Siggelkow responded that it wasn’t dead but it is certainly on hold and not something he would count on in the short term.

Commissioner Young stated she would be voting for Commissioner Mason’s substitute motion because Elliot Park is downtown and she thought one of the Board’s goals was to get the skate boarders off Nicollet Mall and the riverfront. 

President Olson asked if there was any further discussion on Commissioner Dziedzic substitute motion to move Elliot Park to the front of the line to be done this year if funds are available. Being no further discussion, President Olson called the question.

Upon call for the question, on a voice vote, the motion failed.


SUBSTITUTE MOTION FAILED

President Olson asked if there was any additional discussion on Commissioner Mason’s original substitute motion –


THAT ELLIOT PARK BE INCLUDED WITH ARMATAGE AND CREEKVIEW PARK FOR HAVING THE SKATEPARKS CONSTRUCTED THIS YEAR.

Commissioner Dziedzic stated he agreed with Commissioner Mason but asked what the Board was going to do for funds.

Commissioner Mason said it was her understanding that $200,000 should pay for three skate parks and that the estimate the Board was given was between $60-65,000 each.

Commissioner Young said it was her understanding that the Board has contingency funds that sits until the Board makes decisions about it uses. She said she would like to direct the Interim Superintendent to find the gap, not to exceed $50,000, in order to proceed to build all three skate parks. Commissioner Young asked that her directive be a friendly-amendment to the motion on the floor.

Commissioner Mason accepted Commissioner Young’s amendment as friendly.

President Olson asked that the Board consider doing the pad in concrete, which will last 20 years versus doing them in asphalt, which will last seven years. He thought that the motion should include asking staff to look at the most efficient way to make these facilities last.

Commissioner Hauser did not see contingency money that is easy to get. She wanted the Board to figure out its priorities.

Commissioner Dziedzic asked Interim Superintendent Gurban if there was contingency money. 

President Olson thought the monies being referred to was monies left over from last year budget and that along with the hiring freeze there will be some dollars available.

Being no further discussion, President Olson called the question on the motion, as amended.

Upon call for the question, on a voice vote, the motion carried.


ADOPTED

ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCE COMMITTEE

Commissioners M. Hauser, R. Berry Graves,

A. Young, C. Kummer and W. Dziedzic

Commissioner Hauser moved, seconded by Commissioner Dziedzic –

7.1 THAT THE BOARD APPROVE FINAL PAYMENT TO HALDEMAN HOMMES, CONTRACT NO. 19326, FOR REPLACING THE GYM FLOOR AT VAN CLEVE COMMUNITY CENTER IN THE AMOUNT OF $228.00. 

7.2
THAT THE BOARD APPROVE FINAL PAYMENT TO PARSON TRANSPORTATION GROUP INC., CONTRACT NO. 17822, FOR PERSHING ATHLETIC FIELD IMPROVEMENTS IN THE AMOUNT OF $0.00.  

7.3
THAT THE BOARD AUTHORIZE ACCEPTANCE OF THE LOW BID, O.P. NO. 6232, OF ARRIGONI BROTHERS COMPANY, O.P. NO. 6232, IN THE AMOUNT OF $498,630.00 FOR FURNISHING ALL LABOR, MATERIALS, EQUIPMENT AND INCIDENTALS NECESSARY TO IMPROVE THE ATHLETIC FIELDS AT ARMATAGE PARK, ALL IN ACCORDANCE WITH SPECIFICATIONS, AS FOLLOWS:

BASE BID

$
434,000.00

DELETE DRAIN TILE FROM NORTH FIELDS
-
22,200.00

DELETE SAFETY FENCE AT FIELDS 4, 5, 6
-
8,075.00

DELETE CONCRETE MOW STRIPS AT FIELDS 4, 5, 6
-
1,670.00

DELETE CONCRETE AT PLAY BENCHS ON FIELDS 4, 5, 6
-
4,550.00

DELETE PLAYER BENCHES ON FIELDS 4, 5, 6
-
5,800.00

DELETE SOD AT TENNIS COURTS
-
1,200.00

ADD REVISED ALTERNATE #2
+
21,925.00

ADD ALTERNATE #4
+
29,000.00

ADD ALTERNATE #5
+
11,500.00

ADD ALTERNATE #6
+
45,700.00

7.4
THAT THE BOARD AUTHORIZE ACCEPTANCE OF THE LOW BID OF GLENN REHBEIN COMPANIES, O.P. NO. 6251, IN THE AMOUNT OF $407,888.95, FOR FURNISHING ALL LABOR, MATERIALS, EQUIPMENT, AND INCIDENTALS NECESSARY TO COMPLETE PHASE III-a OF THE LAKE OF THE ISLES PARK IMPROVEMENTS, ALL IN ACCORDANCE WITH PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS.

7.5 THAT THE BOARD AUTHORIZE ACCEPTANCE OF THE LOW BIDS, O.P. NO. 6230, TO FURNISH AND DELIVER ATHLETIC AND SPORTS EQUIPMENT, ALL IN ACCORDANCE WITH SPECIFICATIONS, AS FOLLOWS:

BSN SPORTS
EST. EXP.
$ 31,500.00

BADEN SPORTS, INC.
EST. EXP.
1,900.00

BILL ST. MANE SPORTING GOODS
EST. EXP.
10,600.00


METRO ATHLETIC SUPPLY
EST. EXP.
31,000.00

Upon call for the question, on a voice vote, the motion carried.


ADOPTED

Commissioner Hauser moved, seconded by Commissioner Kummer –


7.6
THAT THE BOARD APPROVE THE PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH INSTRUMENTAL RESEARCH, INC. FOR LABORATORY ANALYSIS OF WATER QUALITY MONITORING SAMPLES FOR A TWO-YEAR PERIOD IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $130,000.00.


7.7
THAT THE BOARD APPROVE BARR ENGINEERING’S SUBCONTRACT FOR THE MINNEAPOLIS PARK AND RECREATION BOARD TO DO WATER QUALITY MONITORING ON DIAMOND LAKE FOR THE FIVE YEAR WATER QUALITY STUDY. BARR ENGINEERING WILL REIMBURSE THE MPRB $56,054.00 OVER THE LENGTH OF THE AGREEMENT.


7.8
THAT THE BOARD APPROVE A PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT FOR ATHLETIC OFFICIALS.

7.9
THAT THE BOARD APPROVE THE NRP FUNDING AGREEMENT WITH THE MINNEAPOLIS COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AGENCY FOR THE CALHOUN AREA RESIDENTS ACTION GROUP (CARAG) TO IMPLEMENT IMPROVEMENTS AT BRYANT SQUARE PARK THAT ENHANCE NEIGHBORHOOD USE OF THE PARK IN THE AMOUNT OF $26,475.00.


7.10
THAT THE BOARD ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 2005-150, CAPTIONED AS FOLLOWS:

RESOLUTION NO. 2004-150

ORDERING WEST MINNEHAHA PARKWAY

AND WEST NOKOMIS PARKWAY IMPROVEMENTS


7.11
THAT THE BOARD INTRODUCE AND GIVE FIRST READING TO ORDINANCE 2004-1001, CAPTIONED AS FOLLOWS:

ORDINANCE 2004-101

AMENDING CHAPTER 2 OF THE PARK AND RECREATION

BOARD CODE OF ORDINANCES RELATING TO CONDUCT

Upon call for the question, on a voice vote, the motion carried.


ADOPTED

Commissioner Hauser moved, seconded by Commissioner Mason –


7.12
THAT THE BOARD APPROVE $1,622.00 IN PERMIT WAIVERS, INSURANCE, POLICE AND CART RENTAL FEES FOR THE WIRTH WHILE WEEKEND EVENT.

Upon call for the question, on a voice vote, the motion carried.


ADOPTED

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Commissioner Young moved, seconded by Commissioner Erwin –


8.1
THAT THE BOARD ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 2005-150, CAPTIONED AS FOLLOWS:

RESOLUTION NO. 2004-150

ORDERING WEST MINNEHAHA PARKWAY

AND WEST NOKOMIS PARKWAY IMPROVEMENTS


8.2
THAT THE BOARD ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 2005-151, CAPTIONED AS FOLLOWS:

RESOLUTION NO. 2004-151

REQUESTING THE CITY COUNCIL AND 

THE BOARD OF ESTIMATE AND TAXATION

SELL NET DEBT AND SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS BONDS

TO FINANCE THE PARK BOARD’S CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS PROGRAM
On call of the roll, the vote was Yeas - 7; Nays - 0, Absent – 2, as follows:


YEAS
-
Commissioners Dziedzic, Erwin, Hauser, Kummer, Mason, Young and President Olson – 7.


NAYS
-
None.


ABSENT
-
Commissioners Berry Graves and Fine - 2.


ADOPTED
DISCUSSION

Reopened Beaches

Commissioner Mason thanked the Board for reopening the three beaches at the meeting on April 7, 2004. She stated that Vice President Erwin had asked each Commissioner if they had a particular initiative that they wanted to accomplish during this year and she thought that Commissioner Young talked about the solar lighting issue. Commissioner Mason reported that she told Vice President Erwin that the issue for her was the reopening of the beaches. She felt that when Minneapolis is suppose to be the City of Lakes, it needs to have beaches open for the public and for more than just a weekend. Commissioner Mason informed the Board that she was pleased to see that the Board was going to be able to harvest more milfoil than originally thought. She said she still had concerns about the beaches only open on weekends. Commissioner Mason stated that before the Board voted on this issue on April 7, 2004, a meeting had been arranged between Commissioner Kummer, Fine and herself so that they, as Commissioners with lakes in their district, could discuss the issue of having additional hours. She said it was also her understanding that Commissioner Kummer had indicated that the initiative she was interested in reinstalling was the fishing docks. Commissioner Mason stated that the Board received a copy of a memo from Assistant Superintendent Schmidt answering some of the questions that came out of their meeting and see if maybe the Board could have additional discussion on having more life guard service at those three unopened beaches, redoing the fishing docks and on Commissioner Fine’s issue of floating diving docks. One additional question that Commissioner Mason had was whether or not there was an issue with liability. Commissioner Mason asked that each of the Commissioners look at the memo, see if there are some considerations that they might agree with and ask to have a discuss at the Board meeting on May 5, 2004. She said that if any Commissioners had ideas to contact Commissioners Fine, Kummer or herself. Commissioner Mason also felt the Board needed to do a press release to make it clear to the public what is going to happen this summer. She thought that if the Board had a discussion at the May 5, 2004 meeting, it would have an opportunity to see if there is any way to have additional time for life guarded beaches.

Commissioner Erwin asked Commissioner Mason to clarify if she was requesting that this be a discussion item on the Recreation Committee agenda or on the Regular Meeting agenda.

At the suggestion of staff, it was the consensus of the Board to hold the discussion during the May 5, 2004 Regular Meeting.

Assistant Superintendent Schmidt stated that the actions of the Board on April 7, 2004, authorized reopening the beaches. He said that the discussion regarding lifeguards was a different issue. He informed the Board that the beaches could be used seven days a week.

Commissioner Kummer asked Assistant Superintendent Schmidt about the cost of fishing docks. It was her recollection that the Board had fishing docks and asked if the docks taken off the lakes last year were sold. She asked for clarification on that issue and on the cost of the docks at the May 5 meeting.

Commissioner Young clarified for the record that when she and Commissioner Erwin discussed a solar lighting initiative that it was not just in the dog parks, which she believed was Commissioner Dziedzic’s idea, but that they are having a full blown discussion about solar opportunities within the whole park system and getting them on Matthews Park and several other sites. 

Commissioner Dziedzic, as a point of information, asked Commissioner Erwin if when he requested from Commissioners their goals or objectives if he asked all the Commissioners.

Commissioner Erwin responded that he mentioned it to every Commissioner at the beginning of the year. He said that some Commissioners responded and that some Commissioner have not responded yet.

NEW BUSINESS

Commissioner Young moved, seconded by Commissioner Mason -


9.1
THAT THE BOARD INTRODUCE AND GIVE FIRST READING TO ORDINANCE 2004-1001, CAPTIONED AS FOLLOWS:

ORDINANCE 2004-101

AMENDING CHAPTER 2 OF THE PARK AND RECREATION

BOARD CODE OF ORDINANCES RELATING TO CONDUCT

Commissioner Young read Ordinance 2004-101 into the record. 

On call of the roll, the vote was Yeas - 7; Nays - 0, Absent – 2, as follows:


YEAS
-
Commissioners Dziedzic, Erwin, Hauser, Kummer, Mason, Young and President Olson – 7.


NAYS
-
None.


ABSENT
-
Commissioners Berry Graves and Fine - 2.


ADOPTED
DISCUSSION

Arsenic in Phillips Letter
Commissioner Young, referring to a letter dated April 15, addressed to Elected Officials Representing the East Phillips Neighborhood of South Minneapolis, stated that she has been asked to get signatures on the letter from Commissioner Hauser and the three At Large Commissioners. She informed the Board that the EPA, due to arsenic plumes that have been traveling over the neighborhood for almost 30 years, has named the Phillips Community a Superfund Site. Commissioner Young stated that she also wanted a letter on Park Board stationary that is similar to this letter demanding the cleanup because of the parks located in the contaminated site – Cedar Field and East Phillips Park.

President Olson stated that the Commissioners could go ahead and sign the letter with no Board Action and that he would be happy to sign a letter written by Interim Superintendent Gurban.

* * *

Art Sculpture on East River Road
Commissioner Young referred to a hand-written letter she distributed to the Commissioners before the meeting written by the artist asking for acknowledgement as the artist of the sculpture and as steward of the river. A copy of the letter is made part of the Board’s permanent records. Commissioner Young informed the Board that the sculpture was recently removed by Park Board staff and stated that she was very upset. 

Interim Superintendent Gurban stated that staff has received a number of calls over the past month regarding activity around the referenced sculpture. He said that Park Police did an inspection of the structure and determined that it was no longer a safe site within the park system and, in their opinion, should be removed. Interim Superintendent said that staff followed Board direction that when the structure became a problem, it was to be removed.

President Olson stated that the Board has a process and encouraged the artist to come to the Board and go through the process.

Commissioner Young stated she would like to work with Interim Superintendent Gurban on a letter acknowledging receipt of the letter along with the problems that made the Board move to action. She wanted to include President Olson’s comments regarding the process in the letter.

President Olson thought Commissioner Young’s suggestion was appropriate and directed Interim Superintendent Gurban to work with her.

* * *

John Sarna Naming Nomination
Commissioner Young pointed out that the resolution drafted by Commissioner Dziedzic to name the golf learning center at Gross Golf Course talks about how Mr. Sarna helped with the transfer of the Stone Arch Bridge. She believed that the Board should be naming something on the river for Mr. Sarna because he, along with Kroening and Rice, secured the funding to develop the riverfront. She questioned if John Sarna played golf and mentioned the fact that Gross Golf Course is not in Minneapolis. Commissioner Young thought that the Riverview Supper Club site could be called the John Sarna Park Plaza. She asked if staff felt this was a good idea or if there was a better location on the river.

ADJOURNMENT

The time being 7:10 p.m., Commissioner Dziedzic moved, seconded by Commissioner Erwin –


THAT THE MEETING BE ADJOURNED.

Upon call for the question, on a voice vote, the motion carried.


ADOPTED

JON OLSON
DON SIGGELKOW

President
Secretary
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